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LETTERS 


MAN BEHIND 
THE CAMERA 


Great profile piece on a well- 
known San Francisco personality: 
Stanley Roberts sounds like a fine 
fellow, and the article was of the 
quality of a classic New Yorker profile 
of years past [“Man on the Street,” 
Joe Eskenazi, feature, 11/13]. 
Congratulations to both the writer 
and the subject. 

Vance1936 


The camera doesn't lie: Repeat 
after me: “It is hilarious to see - 
thank God that it’s not me!” Ilove 
Stanley Roberts. That camera is like a 
mirror and there is no denying what 
people see in it. Kudos to Roberts for 
his work! If people could just learn to 
accept their own faults and act 
accordingly, a better world would be 
in the making; but some just choose 
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“Wow, that father shows such compassion and grace 


in the face of their family tragedy. 


TAM T. COMMENTING ON “SASHA FLEISCHMAN: FATHER OF TEEN LIT ON FIRE WRITES AN OPEN LETTER TO THE PUBLIC” 


to act up even more. Keep that 
camera rolling! 
davismt_2 


BLOG COMMENTS 
OF THE WEEK 


Takes certain type of person to 
show such grace: Wow, that father 
shows such compassion and grace in 
the face of their family tragedy [“Sa- 
sha Fleischman: Father of Teen Lit on 
Fire Writes an Open Letter to the 
Public,” Erin Sherbert, the Snitch, 
11/14]. ’m impressed. 

Tam T. 


It it was an empty car then he’s 
not being a seat hog: How about a 
few pics of those sneaking in the back 
door dodging the fare [“Guy on Muni 
Takes Up Multiple Seats, Only Cares 
About Himself,” Erin Sherbert, 
11/14]? If this Muni light rail wasn’t 
crowded, then no harm; if it was, then 
take a pic of the rest of the light-rail 
passengers all standing up to back up 
the argument. Otherwise, the pho- 
tographer should keep her smart- 
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SAN FRANCISCO 
HEALTH PLAN 


EDITOR’S NOTE 


What a weird week. Or rather, maybe better to say what a weird issue. This 
week we present our feature on the trials on tribulations of Ross Ulbricht, al- 
leged founder of drug site Silk Road and product of San Francisco tech. Aman 
hiding behind a kind of mask. We’re also coming out of the spiritual ticker-tape 
parade of another masked fellow, the Dark Squire himself, Batkid. Talk of what 
that all meant tore the newsroom apart last Friday; it’s what working at The 
Daily Bugle must be like. 

And too this week we launch Chris Roberts’ new column, Chem Tales, 
“a trip through drugs in America and what chemicals alter: police, poli- 
tics, prisons, and parties.” The first installment casts San Francisco as an 
indecisive place — a playground run by children, for children. So feel free 
to cut out the mask on the cover, tape it to your face, and lie low til things 
calm down around here. 
Brandon R. Reynolds 


phone to herself and open her mouth 
and ask him to move. 
Thomas M. 


People can’t change a word's 
meaning just because someone 
wants to: Becca Gorman may be 15 
years old, but she does not realize 
that she cannot dictate the meanings 
of words, regardless of whether or 
not the meanings are deemed 


- 


offensive [“Massachusetts Teen Asks 
Apple to Change Meaning of ‘Gay’,” 
Rachel Swan, the Snitch, 11/7]. 
There are going to be a lot of people 
offended by various definitions, 
regardless of what anyone says. The 
word in question has three different 
meanings, and I don’t see any reason 
why Apple should change its 
definitions. 


Jesse.duke 
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ETT SUCKA FREE CITY 





A small town's quest to be the next region overrun by progress. 


By Joe Eskenazi 


They’ve got places to ride 
your mountain bike in Bend, Ore. 
They’re called “mountains.” 

There are also golf courses, rivers 
awaiting the fly-fisherman, opportu- 
nities for stand-up paddleboarding, 
$250,000 homes, good public schools, 
and 26 brewpubs in a town of some 
80,000. 

But they don’t have $4 toast. 

That’s a problem. For all its ame- 
nities, Bend has determined it lacks a 
sufficient number of tech companies 
— and the ascendant, free-spending 
young people who make them go. So, 
the nonprofit Economic Development 
for Central Oregon has launched a 
“Bay Area Recruitment Campaign.” 
Tech companies and overpriced bou- 
tique snacks are certain to follow. 

“We see the Bay Area as being the 
lowest-hanging fruit,” says Nate Lia- 
Braaten, EDCO’s Bend business devel- 
opment manager. The price of toast is 
just the start — the cost of just about 
everything is out of whack in San 
Francisco; in Bend you could afford 
to put a kid or two into that stroller 
instead of a Pomeranian. 

Bend, like San Francisco, has fun- 
neled public money into flaunting 
itself to the tech sector. But, rather 
than forgo millions in taxes, as this 


city did, Deschutes County has ponied 


up a modest $10,000 to do some 
branding and launch a website. That 
webpage: BendForTech.com. 
Yes, the pitch is “Bend for Tech.” 
This slogan was the product of 
months of committee meetings: “It 
was the collective choice,” LiaBraaten 





confirms. When asked 
if anyone noticed that the 
“Bend” in “Bend for Tech” could 


be construed as a verb instead of a 
proper noun, he laughs nervously. “I 
guess we did. But maybe it will get 
people talking.” 


San Francisco, however, has done 
more than talking. One could argue 
that “Bend for Tech” is an accurate 
description of this city’s policy. In a re- 
cent New York Times interview, Mayor 
Ed Lee candidly admits he meets with 
a tech company every week, quizzes 
employees on the origin of their firms 
stupid names, and asks, “What do I 
need to do to keep you in the city?” 


’ 


San Francisco, in other 
words, is actively allowing itself to 
be remade into something more ap- 
pealing to tech companies and their 
workers. Bend, on the other hand, is 
marketing itself to tech companies 
and workers who find its extant life- 
style appealing as it is. 

So, perhaps $4 toast won’t pop up 


City Tech, Country Tech 
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in Bend, even if tech companies 
do. LiaBraaten’s arguments for relo- 


cating to central Oregon — affordable 
housing, quality schools, overall quali- 


ty of life — are entirely rational. 

The ongoing tech boom, and San 
Francisco’s incestuous relationship 
with it, is not. 


Pando 
Express 


Crap repurposed 
is Still crap. 


Blogger Matt Haughey 
was flummoxed by an e-mail he 
received last week, from someone 
named Alexey Semeney at a site 
called AtContent. “Hello!” the 
e-mail cheerily began. “My name 
is Alex and I’m writing you be- 
cause your blog covers one of 
three topics — tech, blogging, or 
business.” Semeney then offered 
to stock the shelves of Haughey’s 
various web publications with 
content borrowed from a compet- 
itor, the venture-backed Silicon 
Valley periodical PandoDaily. 

“PandoDaily is a finely writ- 
ten blog covering tech, blogging 
and business topics — the same 
as you do, Semeney continued. 
No dice. Relating the correspon- 
dence on Twitter, Haughey de- 
clared it “a terrible idea.” 

AtContent enables lazy ag- 
gregators to repost others’ work 
via a simple widget. The content 
mill boasts a staff of eight — 
two Alexeys, two Dmitriys, and 
six people whose names end in 
“v.’ If they can’t enhance your 
journalism, they'll at least juke 
your Google ranking. 

Yet PandoDaily editor Sarah 
Lacy says she doesn't have, nor 
want, a distribution deal with 
AtContent. At her behest, Seme- 
ney ceased promising early-bird 
specials on pilfered articles. 

But AtContent still has a vast 
trove of “shared” publications 
to choose from, mostly penned 
by authors you've never heard 
of. And Semeney still promises 
to grow an audience by 300 per- 
cent in 3 months. He also vows 
to help clients avoid plagiarism. 
Rachel Swan 





America's Cup hotel 
data inspires araft of 
questions. 


a disastrous banquet, the organizers 
of the America’s Cup kept promising 
that the next course would be better. 


tire endeavor. 
The Cup is now complete, with 
only its economic impact left to 


Checking Out 


Like a maitre d’ overseeing 


The next course would justify the en- 








digest. And the indicators that have 
become apparent thus far are looking 
more like gristle than steak. 


Not long ago, PKF Consulting 
released its “September Trends in 
the Hotel Industry in Northern Cal- 
ifornia’ report — meaning the San 
Francisco hotel occupancy percent- 
ages and average daily rates for the 
duration of the Cup are now known. 

So, in July, August, and Septem- 
ber of this year, city hotels were 
booked at 90.6, 92.8, and 90.4 per- 
cent clips. Impressive. But, during 
the same months last year, those 
totals were 89.1, 92.5, and 89.9 
percent. Glancing back at occupancy 
rates going back the last five years, 
they’re always within a couple of 
percentage points of where they are 


now. Average daily rates are about 

8 percent over what they were last 
year — but “ADRs” have been climb- 
ing all year. 

In short, only someone armed 
with far more information than is 
currently known — ora charlatan 
— could isolate the America’s Cup 
as an economic benefit. In contrast, 
controller Ben Rosenfield conceded 
that “at first blush,” it’s safe to say 
that the Cup was no windfall. 

In retrospect, and armed with the 
PKF Consulting numbers, Cup back- 
ers’ promises of a massive financial 
boon are all the more laughable. Ash 
Patel, the senior PKF consultant who 


compiles the monthly reports, could 
have told you as much long ago. “San 
Francisco occupancy is pretty much 
capped out,” he says. “There’s only 
so many rooms the city can provide 
during peak seasons, which would 
be the late summer months.” 

San Francisco, then, is bullet- 
proof. There’s only so much we can 
do to keep visitors away or attract 
additional ones. People are coming; 
it’s more a matter of who than if. 

The America’s Cup may have 
helped this year, Patel says. But, 
next year, there’ll be something else 
— and, all but guaranteed, similar 
occupancy percentages and even 


higher room rates. 

As those rates soar skyward, 
some area visitors will be forced to 
stay elsewhere. No matter: There will 
always be someone able to pay. 

“Ultimately, the people who are 
willing to pay the premium to stay in 
the city are gonna pay it,” Patel says. 
“There are always enough people 
to pay the price to stay here — and 
vice-versa. There will be a ton of 
people who have to stay 20 miles 
away and sit in traffic or take BART 
to commute.” 

And that, when you think about 
it, is the story of San Francisco. 
J.E. 
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ETT SUPERHERO SOCIOLOGY 


The story of Batkid and the many people who were behind the mask 





with him. 


By Brandon R. Reynolds 


Though there are no metrics 
to really support it, the story of Miles 
Scott, a 5-year-old in remission from 
leukemia who got to become Batkid 
to San Francisco’s Gotham City on 
Friday, Nov. 15, was The Most Im- 
portant Thing That Happened in the 
World that day. Excessive hyperbole 
for an excessive event, no doubt, but 
at least as far as public conversation 
goes, here and online, it sure seemed 
that way. 

There were the 78,000 tweets on 
Friday. There was the hypnotic Vine- 
loop of President Obama, flanked 
by classical busts of Jefferson and 
Franklin: “Way to go, Miles. Way to 
save Gotham.” There was the fact 
that the San Francisco Chronicle had 
such high demand for its “Gotham 
City Chronicle” special edition, with 
tongue-in-cheek stories about the 
day’s events, that it had to reprint 
the section. This is something that 
newspapers are rarely lucky enough 
to do with regular old real news. 

There was plenty of regular old 
real news, too, grim stuff about war, 
and politics, and the economy, and 
the environment, and the whole 
thing about apples not having cores, 
and so on. Yet the tale of how the 
Make-a-Wish Foundation created 
this elaborate fantasy for one kid 
went further and wider and faster. 
And why not? People, it seems, still 
love a happy ending. 

That it happened in San Francisco 
seemed that much more appropriate. 
Batman and Batkid tearing through 
the streets in converted Lambo- 
rghinis, chasing the Riddler, saving 
damsels, getting the key to the city, 
stopping for lunch — the stuff of 
modern myth. It was an absurd and 
excessive event for an absurd and 
excessive city, which has itself always 
treasured its patina of myth. 

Yet amid this innocent adven- 
turing, critical voices were raised. 
Supervisor Eric Mar found himself 
on Twitter “Wondering how many 
1000s of kids living off SNAP/Food- 
Stamps could have been fed from the 
$$.” This is the Internet equivalent of 
interrupting a gathering of friends 
with an upraised index finger and a 
scolding, Um, guys, hang on a minute. 
The response to this and Mar’s sub- 
sequent Facebook clarification was 
the Internet equivalent of pulling his 
underwear over his head. Mar made 
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the mistake of Going There, of forc- 
ing real world considerations into a 
collective fantasy and threatening 
the experience with terrible, terrible 
perspective. He was weaponizing 
Context, you might say. 

You heard all kinds of stories 
about people’s reactions on Friday: 
the 10,000 fans who came out to 
cheer Batkid on, the employees and 
visitors at the Department of Public 
Health all decked out in Batman par- 
aphernalia and not so much minding 
the giving or receiving of shots; the 
folks getting drunk and weeping 
unashamedly in bars; and then the 
ones muttering darkly about the 
whole goddamn spectacle of it all. 

Lurking beneath the global sense 
of hope and goodwill is something 
terribly frightening: the awareness 
that the Batkid adventure in no 
way cures the other problems in the 
world. These are the problems we 
spend the other 364 days or so of 
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the year struggling with, in mind 
and in actuality, and from which 
this shared adventure is an escape 
that, given the number of key- 
boards dampened and touchscreens 
smeared with tears, was evidently 
desperately needed. But neverthe- 
less, the criticism remains to be 
picked up, and picked up it was, by 
Mar and others, an argument that 
more or less boiled down to the One 
vs. the Many: Why should a single 
person get all the attention when 
there are so many others suffering? 
It is a fair question, and one that as 
it happens is addressed in a certain 
literary genre. 
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ELIS) Joc ESKENAZI, YOUR HUMBLE NARRATOR 


Outside Looking In 


The only thing spreading in the “eviction epidemic" is political influence. 


Sometimes, political analysis 
can be easy. 

Take this month’s crushing bal- 
lot-box defeat of a plan to allowa 
condo tower for billionaires to be 
erected at nearly three times the 
waterfront height limits. Some saw it 
as a rejection of development — ina 
city where cranes continue to sprout 
from other cranes. Some portrayed it 
as a progressive-friendly spurning of 
Mayor Ed Lee’s agenda — just a year 
after we obediently voted the Lee line, 
on issues much more far-reaching and 
impactful than a single goddamn con- 
do development. 

Rather, We the People were asked 
to go out of our way to enable a bunch 
of billionaires to bend the rules and 
build a big, ugly condo on the wa- 
terfront. And this was being done 
right as blaring headlines about an 
“eviction epidemic” hit the 
papers. 

So, sometimes, politi- 
cal analysis can be easy. 

Making progress on 
that “eviction epidem- 
ic?” Less so. 


Many years ago, 
KRON-TV news com- 
menter Wayne Shannon 
confounded humor-defi- 
cient viewers when he came 
out in favor of dumping ra- 
dioactive waste in Bay Area 
ocean waters. His rationale: 
Someone has to be in favor 
of this because, you know, 
were doing it. 

Along similar lines, 
someone has to be in fa- 
vor of dumping long-term, 
often elderly renters onto 
the street via Ellis Act evic- 
tions — because, you know, 
we re doing it. 

Ellis Act evictions seem specially 
designed to enrage and terrify San 
Franciscans. The 1985 state law was 
sold as a means for long-time, aging 
landlords to get out of the rental 
business — but has transformed 
into a means for speculators to buy 
up buildings full of rent-controlled 
tenants, boot out everyone, convert 
the place to ownership properties, 
and profit obscenely. This enables un- 
ambiguous villains of the sort rarely 
encountered outside of after-school 
specials, in which cigar-chomping 
developers wearing three-piece suits 
and hard-hats swing wrecking balls 
into orphanages. It’s safe to say that 


this sort of behavior is not in tune 
with San Francisco values. 

It’s difficult for laws to regulate an 
individual's sense of decency — es- 
pecially when indecency is so profit- 
able and its lobby so influential. San 
Francisco politicians announced last 
week, however, that they’re gonna 
give it a shot. 

Both Mayor Lee and Supervisor 
David Campos confirmed plans to 
combat what they referred to asa 
burgeoning eviction crisis. All of 
their suggestions were politically 
understandable, and many were 
worthwhile. 

Their most substantive goals, 
however, remain quixotic. And, as 
ever in this city’s quixotic efforts, the 
safe bet is on the windmills. 






A recent Budget Analyst’s report 
quantified every notion you'd ever have 
about Ellis Act evictions in this city. The 
most affected neighborhoods are places 
in which long-term tenants were pay- 
ing low rents while home prices surged 
through the roof. The incentive to jetti- 
son renters and find buyers was heavy. 
And, in the most recent 12-month pe- 
riod, 146 percent more Ellis Act evic- 
tions were recorded than in the prior 
12-month period. 


It warrants mentioning that this 
146-percent spike encompasses only 
96 more recorded evictions in a city 
stocked with some 116,000 buildings 
of two-to-nine units. Semantically, 
the term “epidemic” may be laying 
it on a bit thick. But that’s neither 
here nor there. There’s obviously an 
uptick of Ellis Act evictions, which 
few San Franciscans, or their elected 
representatives, desire. And there are 
things the city can do, and is doing, 
on the local level. 

But these are measures to deter 
and delay evictions — not prevent 
them. In essence, the city gives men- 
aced tenants a pillow, rather than 
preventing someone from kicking 
them in the rear end. 

Lee and Campos are proposing 
thicker pillows. 

Campos says he hopes the man- 
datory fee paid to evicted 
tenants can be doubled, 
to more than $10,000. 
Let’s hope. Lee’s camp 
has hinted at creating a 
permitting or regulatory 
maelstrom meant to make 
evicting people as onerous, 
glacial, and maddening as 
doing anything else in San 
Francisco. That’s a hell of 
a way to govern — but it'd 
be nice to see the city’s leg- 
endary inefficiency finally 
put to good use. 

The mayor also recent- 

ly announced a tripling 

of the funds allotted to 
lawyers defending against 
Ellis Act evictions. That’s 
all for the good. But the 
grand handout was only 
$250,000. 

More time for tenants 
and money for lawyers is nice 
— but the amount set aside for 
Ellis Act legal defense is still far less 
than half what the city spends every 
year on toilet paper. 

In fact, the city tried to deter 
rapacious landlords years ago, via 
tightened condo-conversion rules. 
Units vacated through the Ellis Act 
are essentially ineligible to be repur- 
posed into lucrative condominiums. 
This, however, led to the rise of the 
Tenancy-in-Common — a scenario 
in which groups of buyers each own a 
share of a multi-unit structure, leav- 
ing everyone on the hook if one or 
more buyers defaults. 

It’s a ludicrous situation no sane 
buyer would desire. But the state of 
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San Francisco real estate defies con- 
ventional notions of sanity. 

There’s nothing too stupid, costly, 
or risky to keep people from buying 
in this city. 

More and more tenants are being 
evicted in order to create the TICs 
that fetch alarming sums. Landlords 
who talk renters into leaving via a 
buyout may still convert rent-con- 
trolled housing into condos, and prof- 
it even more. 

So, the only way to truly alter a 
state law — to stop the kicking — is 
to go through the Legislature. That’s 
located in Sacramento, just a 90-min- 
ute drive from the Willie L. Brown, 
Jr. Bridge. 


Any visitor to Sacramento who re- 
marks upon how the fetid, swamplike 
nature of the place renders it ill-fitting 
to serve as state capital is not familiar 
with how business is done there. Sacra- 
mento is the capital we deserve. 

Campos’ hope that the Legislature 
will declare an emergency moratorium 
on Ellis Act evictions in this city and 
Lee’s aim to allow more local control 
are intriguing ideas. But Sacramento 
is where intriguing ideas go to be auc- 
tioned off to the highest bidder. 

Here’s all you need to know: Last 
year, Sen. Mark Leno proposed a bill 
that would have imposed penalties 
upon landlords already found guilty 
of illegally withholding tenants’ 
deposits. You can’t get more straight- 
forward and commonsense than 
that. Even Alabama has similar laws 
on its books. 

This bill failed. 

The city, via Leno, is now hoping 
to pass far more substantive legisla- 
tion that would shut down real-estate 
interests’ most lucrative honey pot. 
In other words, the city is sending the 
same knights to tilt at even bigger 
windmills. Good luck to them. But 
the real-estate lobby remains securely 
entrenched in Sacramento, and se- 
cure in its relationship with Leno’s 
Democratic colleagues. 

San Francisco’s problems, and 
those of its miserable old folks 
demonstrating outside their pad- 
locked apartments, emanate from far 
beyond city limits. They’re in Fresno, 
in suburban Los Angeles, in places 
full of tenants whose Democratic rep- 
resentatives answer not to them, but 
to real-estate interests. 

Not surprisingly, landlords have 
more money than tenants. But there 
are more tenants. 

So, until an organized movement 
can put state representatives into 
office accountable to the tenants who 
elected them, rather than the real-es- 
tate organizations that bankrolled 
them, the evictions won't stop. 

San Francisco needs an eviction 
epidemic. In the Legislature. 


Joe.Eskenazi@SFWeekly.com 


To the Rescue from p7 


a community where before there 
were just a bunch of individuals — 
the isolation of the everyday. The 
function of a single, exceptional 
person, then, is that he or she must 
stand in for the others. 

It’s rather like the quote from 
that great sage, Uncle Ben Parker: 
“With great power there must 
also come — great responsibili- 
ty!” (Itself possibly a riff on good 
old Luke 12:48: “From the one 
who has been entrusted with 
much, much more will be asked.”) 
So we elevate the hero, and in 
exchange, we all live vicariously 
through the hero. 

A lot of people can fit behind 
that mask. 

Joseph “Jeph” Loeb has written 
for comics, including Spider-Man, 
Superman, and Batman, and for 
TV shows like Smallville, Heroes, 
and Lost. He also wrote an essay 
called “Making the World a Better 
Place” (which, yes, may indeed 
come from an anthology of essays 
titled What Is a Superhero? and 
which, yes, may indeed have been 
fetched from the stack of reading 
material behind my toilet), in 
which he considers the morality of 
such tales. 

“The stories create real-world 
problems around fantastical sit- 
uations,” Loeb writes. The Batkid 
story reverses the equation: fan- 
tastical problems (a damsel in dis- 
tress, a kidnapped mascot) around 
real-world situations (a major 
American city, leukemia). 

“We live in a very complicated 
world. As much as we find our- 
selves immersed in the Internet 
and in the world of Twitter, 
there’s an immediacy to our lives 
that we've never known before — 
almost instant knowledge, instant 
reactions,” Loeb writes. “The time 
needed to think about the human 
condition is often slipping away. 
What superhero stories do, when 
they’re told well, is make us slow 
down and think about the situa- 
tions that we’re in and the people 
that we're affecting.” 

The Most Important Thing That 
Happened in the World on Friday, 
Nov. 15, 2013, was not about 
practical solutions to a problem, 
whether that problem be child- 
hood cancer or childhood hunger 
or anything else. It was a symbolic 
solution. The story of “Miles Bat- 
kid” was designed to mean some- 
thing, to him, sure, but also to 
us; that’s what it “did.” It made a 
community, and if that communi- 
ty goes on to give time or money 
to a cause, or simply maintains an 
awareness that a community of 
wet-eyed believers can still form 
in these strange days, then a real- 
world solution will have sprung 
from the fantasy. 


Brandon.Reynolds@SFWeekly.com 
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Clearing the Air 


By Chris Roberts 


This is not a weed-friendly 
town. 

Don't get it twisted — there 
is plenty of marijuana in San 
Francisco. There are two dozen 
“pot stores” with city licenses ready 
to sell lab-tested, medical grade 
cannabis, with scores more grow- 
houses lurking on quiet avenues in 
the Sunset. 

In certain places, at certain 
times, that distinctive stink and 
those clouds of smoke — so often 
conveniently captured on national 
TV — are so pervasive youd think 
that’s all people do here. 

But you would be wrong. San 
Francisco puts up with marijuana 
— just barely. 

How can this be? This is the 
town where “The Summer of Love 
Never Ends,” as proclaimed by the 
T-shirts produced by the police in 
Haight-Ashbury (for sale for $22 
in the Park Station lobby), even as 
those same officers head out to nab 
street kids on felony charges for 
nickel bags with buy-bust stings. 

If San Francisco were marijua- 
na-friendly, there would be dispen- 
saries in Union Square and in Fish- 
erman’s Wharf, with the city proud- 
ly proclaiming to our wide-eyed 
European visitors the palliative 
power of the magic plant, plus the 
economic opportunity presented by 
the end of drug prohibition. 

But there aren’t. Union Square is 
strictly off-limits to weed, as is the 
Embarcadero, anywhere near AT&T 
Park, and, after a dispensary spent 
years trying (and failing) for the 
wharf, it’s off-limits, too. 

You want to find weed? Find the 
poor people: Look in the Tenderloin 
and South of Market for your pot 
stores, not in Pacific Heights. Don’t 
bother in Noe Valley or in North 
Beach, where the open-minded cit- 
izens ran out the legal weed-sellers 
ona rail. 

This is no accident. Weed was 
never wanted here, except by a 
vocal minority, who ended up sup- 
porting a licensing law that cut the 
number of pot outlets allowed in 
town by half. Can you name an- 
other lobby that took 50 percent 
casualties — and then calledita 
victory? Welcome to drug reform in 
America. 

If San Francisco was marijua- 
na-friendly, former mayor and 
current Sen. Dianne Feinstein — in 
the constant running for title of 
most-powerful San Franciscan — 
would have used her legendary 
skills to take Justice Department 
drug warriors to task during the 
historic marijuana hearing at the 
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Senate Judiciary Committee two 
months ago. 

Feinstein skipped it. She knows 
who her constituents are, and 
they’re not twisting one up right 
now. 

“Marijuana-friendly” would be 
the city happily collecting local tax 
levied on pot sales (Oakland), a 
crowd of elected officials standing 
up to the shutdown of legal busi- 
nesses by the federal government 
(Oakland and Berkeley), and back- 
ing up those statements with law- 
suits (all the 510). 

In San Francisco, you're lucky 
to get a tepid statement on medi- 
cal marijuana from Mayor Ed Lee. 
Almost 20 years after medical 
marijuana became legal, even the 
progressives at City Hall often act 
as if they wished marijuana would 
just go away. 

When Vicente Fox, the former 
president of Mexico, paid a visit 
to town in September to promote 
legalization, he gave his talk be- 
hind four blocks of cyclone fencing 
on sun-baked Civic Center Plaza, 
where the city had sequestered a 
pot party that dared to do business 
here. Officials denied issuance of 
the actual, official permit the night 
before Fox touched down, prevent- 
ing much in the way of promotion. 
Anyone caught smoking during the 
event itself got a ticket. 

It could be worse. 4/20 in Gold- 
en Gate Park is not a civic holiday: 
To the locals, it’s a civic nuisance 
and a menace that produces trash 
and ill will. The local elected repre- 
sentative as well as the captain in 
charge of the local police station 
are close to calling for it to be shut 
down — with full buy-in from the 
Haight-Ashbury locals. 

Even the flower children have 
had it. 

San Francisco isn’t weed-friend- 
ly because the city doesn’t need to 
be. Tourism, technology — those 
are real players with the real mon- 
ey. Right now, marijuana is just 
a sideshow, acceptable as long as 
it’s amusing, but taken no more 
seriously than stories of snow on 
Mount Sutro. 

Meanwhile, change is happening 
all around us. Voters in Portland 
overwhelmingly voted to legalize 
possession of a few ounces — 
that’d be Portland, Maine — as poll 
after poll tell us that a majority of 
Americans, from red state to blue 
state, want marijuana legalized. 

But, somewhere along the way, 


San Francisco became conservative. 


CRoberts@SFWeekly.com 
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BY RACHEL SWAN 


There was strange trouble at Glen Park 
Library on the first of October, an otherwise unremark- 
able Tuesday, in what’s otherwise one of the quietest build- 
ings in San Francisco. Around 3 p.m., a librarian heard a 
thump in the science fiction department. Thinking some- 
one had fallen out of a chair, she went to investigate and 
saw two patrons holding a spindly young man against a 
window. One of them, a woman with unusually “beefy” 
arms, flashed a badge. “FBI,” the woman said. 

The man at the window, 29-year-old Ross Ulbricht, 
had a narrow, square-jawed face, copper-colored eyes, 
and the kind of haircut you'd see on children in Norman 
Rockwell paintings. He looked pliant and unassuming. 
He would turn out to be an international drug trafficking 
suspect. His arrest was two years in the making. 

Once a promising engineer, Ulbricht faces a mini- 
mum 10-year sentence for allegedly creating Silk Road, 
a massive drug and contraband marketplace that occu- 
pied a dark hinterland of the Internet called the “deep 
web.” He’s an accused crime boss whose virtual hideout 
couldn’t be accessed on traditional browsers, and who 
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trafficked exclusively in the electronic currency Bitcoin 
(a form of money transferred over the Internet, with 
no central bank attached). Federal prosecutors say he 
built an empire out of things he couldn’t see or touch. 
His alleged henchmen were doughy computer guys 
who shipped massive quantities of drugs from their 
bedrooms. They corresponded over message boards. It’s 
doubtful that Ulbricht met any of them in real life. 

To many, Ulbricht seems like a perfect parable 
for the Internet age, a computer geek who moved 
drug shipments while pecking at his keyboard. His 
alleged alias, Dread Pirate Roberts, referred toa 
series of characters in the novel and film versions 
of The Princess Bride who were all anonymous and 
replicable. If he was, indeed, the person cited in court 
complaints, then he’d taken the idea of a criminal 
dynasty and rendered it a meme. 

But Silk Road might also be the inevitable byproduct 
of tech culture in San Francisco, where innovation and 
the desire for personal freedoms are at once an econom- 
ic engine, a lifestyle, anda belief system.And »»pl2 
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The Pirate of Silk Road from p11 


Ulbricht, the alleged mastermind, 
left a trail of ideological crumbs to 
explain his motivations. In college 

he joined campus libertarian groups 
and supported Ron Paul’s 2008 pres- 
idential bid; afterward he moved to 
San Francisco, tried to partake of 

the start-up boom. In the interim 

he wrote long Facebook soliloquies 
about freedom and personal liberties. 

His political philosophy matches a 
current of thought that is ascendant 
in Silicon Valley. Look no further than 
Berkeley entrepreneur Patri Fried- 
man, who amassed more than $2 
million in venture capital to build a 
floating libertarian island just outside 
the San Francisco Bay. Or San Fran- 
cisco entrepreneur Balaji Srinivasan, 
who recently preached secessionism 
— the formation of a separate soci- 
ety, with unregulated digital currency, 
and sharing economy hotels, and un- 
licensed firearms — to a roomful of 
aspiring start-up founders. 

So it was inevitable that, in the 
land of chaotic, multi-billion dollar 
IPOs, someone would also build a 
new version of an ancient economy, 
dealing exclusively in the forbidden. 
Dread Pirate Roberts was not the 
first person to trade in Bitcoin, or to 
build a site on the deep web, but he 
caused both of them to snowball in 
popularity. By disrupting the black 
market, he’d taken all of San Francis- 
co’s ideals about tearing down insti- 
tutions to their extreme. He inspired 
a confederation of supporters whose 
faith in Silk Road has an almost 
evangelical cast. 

But they were enchanted by the 
vessel, not the person — or people 
— behind it. Dread Pirate Roberts, 
however many of them there may be, 
was just an avatar; Silk Road fulfilled 
the dark promise of San Francisco’s 
tech culture. 

The small cult of adoration Ul- 
bricht himself spawned, via a few 
“Free Ross Ulbricht” Facebook 
pages, didn’t bear any trace of old- 
school outlaw allure. If anything, 
fans seem fixated on the ideological 
underpinnings of Silk Road, rather 
than the man who prosecutors say 
embodies them. 

And Dread Pirate Roberts never 
resisted being a cipher for a set of 
ideals. Many observers say the ava- 
tar is no accident; that the founder 
of Silk Road saw himself as a fran- 
chise rather than a Don. Some even 
believe the name extends to multiple 
administrators, most of whom may 
never be caught. Their suspicions 
were supported when a new itera- 
tion of the site, Silk Road 2.0, arose 
with the same template, the same 
product offerings, and a new Dread 
Pirate Roberts just weeks after Ul- 
bricht was apprehended. 

If Ulbricht was endlessly 
franchisable online, he was equally 
replaceable in real life, a boy-next- 
door type with a willowy frame and 
nondescript features, and a lifestyle 
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that resembled that of any bright- 
eyed, aspiring San Francisco tech 
bro. Even while harvesting millions 
in Bitcoin, Ulbricht lived modestly, 
on a tight-knit row of single-family 
walk-ups whose owners say they had 
no idea that an alleged drug dealer 
operated in their midst. A barista at 
Momi Toby’s Revolution Cafe & Art 
Bar in Hayes Valley, cited in the FBI 
indictment as a place where Ulbricht 
worked, says he can’t recall seeing 
Ulbricht’s face, either. 

When pressed, the barista 
bunches his mouth studiously. 
“Crime bosses used to be exciting,” 
he says. “Like, you know, Al Capone.” 
This invisibility worked in 
Ulbricht’s favor for a while. 


The search for Dread Pirate Rob- 
erts took two years and spanned 
continents, as federal investigators 
pierced through a web of aliases 
and encryptions that Silk Road’s 
operator used to shield himself. FBI 
special agent Christopher Tarbell 
says in a sworn affidavit that he and 
other law enforcement began pur- 
chasing drugs on the site in Novem- 
ber 2011, about 10 months after 
Silk Road’s inception. 

At that point, the site’s portal 
was a black screen with prompts 
for a username and password, and 
a button directing users to “click 
here and join.” It was only accessible 
via “The Onion Router” (TOR), an 
Internet network that obscures the 
locations of computer accessing or 


"yr CMomi Toby's 
evolution Cafe & 

Art Bar, where Ross 
Ulbricht occasionally 
set up shop. 





Mike Koozmin 


hosting websites. When coupled 
with Silk Road’s mandatory use 

of Bitcoin, that double-layer of 
insulation served as a portcullis 

to protect what Tarbell called “a 
sprawling black market bazaar.” He 
dubbed it “the most sophisticated 
and extensive criminal marketplace 
on the Internet today.” 

Once a user crossed the moat 
and slipped through the gates of 
Silk Road, he’d find an e-commerce 
site bearing many of the same 
features as Amazon or Etsy, but for 
the products offered. In September 
2013, Silk Road featured 13,000 
listings for controlled substances, 
including opioids, MDMA, cannabis, 
psychedelics, heroin, uncut crystal 
cocaine, methamphetamine, LSD, 
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and prescription meds, all from 
international vendors. Others 
hawked computer-hacking services, 
anonymous bank accounts, firearms, 
stolen identities, pirated media 
content, malicious software, forged 
passports, credit card statements, or 
Social Security cards, and hit-men- 
for-hire in more than 10 countries. 

To access this panoply of goods 
and services, users had to create a 
Silk Road Bitcoin account and link 
it to their regular accounts — like 
having a personal deposit box or a 
credit card on file. In the broader 
Bitcoin economy, users keep their 
savings in “wallets,” each associated 
with an individual address that’s 
similar to an account number. Silk 
Road, like the mainstream payment 
services Square or Paypal, functioned 
as its own micro banking system — 
a sort of state within a state. 

Silk Road laundered all the 
transactions within its site by 
sending them through a “tumbler”: 
a labyrinthine series of dummy 
payments that would blur the link 
between each buyer and seller. 
While real Bitcoin transactions 
are meticulously documented in a 
public ledger called a Blockchain, 
the ones committed within Silk 
Road were carefully obfuscated. As 
Tarbell notes, that system made it 
“fruitless to use the Blockchain to 
follow the money trail involved in 
the transaction, even if the buyer’s 
and vendor’s Bitcoin addresses are 
both known.” 

Had Dread Pirate Roberts hewed 
to that carefully crafted system, he 
might have eluded law enforcement 
for longer than the two years it 
took to build a case. But, Tarbell 
writes, the alleged mastermind 
was sloppy, promoting his site on 
multiple web forums under the us- 
ername “altoid,” and even posting 
an incriminating gmail address: 
rossulbricht@gmail.com. 

On July 10, agents from U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection 
intercepted a package from Canada 
containing nine counterfeit identity 
documents, each with a picture of 
Ulbricht under a different name, ac- 
cording to the court indictment. The 
package was bound for the 15th Ave- 
nue house in San Francisco’s Portola 
neighborhood where Ulbricht was 
subletting a room for the summer, 
paying the $1,000 monthly rent in 
cash and going by the name “Josh.” 
When agents from Homeland Secu- 
rity Investigations visited the house 
and spoke with Ulbricht, he showed 
them a copy of his legitimate Texas 
driver’s license, and told them that 
anyone could “hypothetically” visit 
a site called Silk Road and purchase 
fake IDs or drugs. He ducked most of 
the agents’ questions. 

Once investigators connected 
those dots, they scoured the 
Internet for records of the real 
Ross Ulbricht, and found other 
obliquely incriminating information. 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


Ulbricht’s LinkedIn profile 
described him as a 29-year-old 
wunderkind who'd graduated from 
the University of Texas in 2006 
with a bachelor’s in physics, then 
enrolled in graduate school at the 
University of Pennsylvania School of 
Materials Science and Engineering. 
Ulbricht says, in his LinkedIn profile 
summary, that after leaving grad 
school his goals “shifted.” “I want 
to use economic theory as a means 
to abolish the use of coercion and 
aggression amongst mankind,” he 
wrote. “The most widespread and 
systemic use of force is amongst 
institutions and governments, so 
this is my current point of effort. 
... lam creating an economic 
simulation to give people a first- 
hand experience of what it would be 
like to live in [a] world without the 
systemic use of force.” 

Taken in context, “systemic 
use of force” likely refers to the 
laws and economic structures 
that governments use to sustain 
themselves. Ulbricht presented 
himself as a Silicon Valley 


left no real 

impression on 

anyone. 
LinkedIn 


secessionist writ large — someone 
so intent on getting around the 
system that he wouldn't stop short 
of creating his own economic 
domain where he alone could rule. 
(In correspondence later seized by 
the FBI, Silk Road administrators 
often addressed Dread Pirate 
Roberts as “boss” or “captain.”) 

By that logic, Tarbell says, the 
“economic simulation” in question 
was Silk Road. 


The fragile links among 
Ulbricht’s Gmail, Google +, and Silk 
Road profiles gave FBI agents a blue- 
print from which to build their drug 
trafficking and conspiracy complaint, 
which Tarbell later bolstered with fo- 
rensic evidence. But then Dread Pirate 
Roberts raised the stakes considerably. 
In early December 2012, Dread 
Pirate Roberts began corresponding 
with an undercover agent who was 
pretending to be a high-volume drug 
dealer. Initially, the agent groused 
that Silk Road users wanted small 
amounts of narcotics, which he said 
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wasn't worth the risk. Dread Pirate 
Roberts offered to “look around” 

for a bulk buyer, and asked his main 
administrator — known in court doc- 
uments as “The Employee” and later 
revealed to be 47-year-old suburban 
grandfather, Curtis Clark Green — to 
trawl among the site’s top users for 
someone who could purchase sub- 
stantial quantities from the agent. 

Within two days, Green 
found someone (known in court 
documents as “the Vendor”), and in 
January 2013, the Vendor bought 
one kilogram of cocaine from the 
agent. Feds delivered the package 
— actually a mixture of substances 
containing a detectable amount 
of cocaine — to Green’s home in 
Spanish Fork, Utah, on Jan. 17. At 
that point, the Vendor transferred 
$27,000 in Bitcoins through the Silk 
Road payment system. 

Then, on Jan. 26, Dread Pirate 
Roberts sent another message to 
the undercover agent. Green had 
been arrested, he wrote, and may 
have stolen Bitcoins from other 
Silk Road user accounts. Green, 
who later appeared 
in federal court in 
Baltimore to accept 
a plea deal, denies 
Roberts’ suspicions. 
He says he came to 
the site because he 
was curious about 
Bitcoin, that he never 
used illegal drugs, and 
that he merely served 
as a customer-service 
representative. In that 
seemingly innocuous 
role, he responded to 
customer complaints, 
resolved disputes 
between buyers and 
sellers, stored and 
shipped large parcels 
of drugs, and got to 
know the inner workings of the 
marketplace better than just about 
anyone, save for Dread Pirate 
Roberts. 

Not surprisingly, the prospect of 
a Silk Road insider being placed in 
custody — and possibly coerced to 
talk — drove Roberts into a panic. 
“Td like him beat up, then forced to 
send the Bitcoins back. Like sit him 
down at his computer and make him 
to it,” he wrote to the undercover 
agent. The following day, he changed 
his mind: “Can you change the order 
to execute rather than torture?” 

On Feb. 4, according to the 
indictment, Ulbricht wired $40,000 
from Technocash Limited in 
Australia to a Capital One bank 
account in Washington, D.C., 
allegedly a payment for murdering 
Green. He then asked for proof of 
the murder. 

On Feb. 21, the agent told 
Dread Pirate Roberts that Green 
had died of “asphyxiation/heart 
rupture” while being tortured. He 
sent astaged photograph, »»pl4 
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Safe, successful, on-going groups for Motherless 
Daughters are offered in San Francisco & San Ansel- 
mo for women who have lost their mothers through 
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childhood, adolescence, or adulthood. In a warm, 
supportive group, women address relevant issues 
in their lives, current and past, gain acknowledge- 
ment, deepen self-empowerment, with opportuni- 
ties for healing and growth. 


Developed and facilitated since 1997 by Colleen Russell, 


Licensed Marriage & Family Therapist (MFC29249), 
Certified Group Psychotherapist (41715), herself, a 
motherless daughter since adolescence. 

Also, Individual, Couple, and Family Sessions. 
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Trauma, Relationships & Transitions 
Call: 415-785-3513 
email: crussellmft@earthlink.net 
website: colleenrussellmft.com 
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The Pirate of Silk Road from p13 


supposedly of Green’s corpse. The 
real Green is now in custody. 

“T’m pissed I had to kill him... but 
what’s done is done,” Dread Pirate 
Roberts wrote back to the agent, 
according to court documents. “I 
just wish more people had some 
integrity.” 

On March 1, Ulbricht wired an 
additional $40,000 from Technocash 
Limited in Australia to the Capital 
bank account in D.C. to complete the 
payment. Seven months later, he’d 
be charged with attempted murder. 

Meanwhile, the FBI continued 
investigating the other big players 
in Silk Road. In July, Department of 
Homeland Security agents raided the 
Seattle-area home of Steven Sadler, 
aka “Nod,” one of Silk Road’s top her- 
oin dealers. They'd been tracking his 
movements for a year, after postal 
inspectors intercepted several sus- 
picious packages he’d mailed to cus- 
tomers, containing heroin, cocaine, 
and methamphetamine. Sadler, who 
had once been so powerful that he 
tried to set up his own cocaine cartel 
by fixing prices within Silk Road, 
flipped under pressure and agreed to 
cooperate with the feds. 


_\= A day after Ulbricht’s arrest, 


Sadler appeared at a U.S. District 
Court in Seattle, where he was 
placed on bond and unmasked as an 
FBI informant. The following week 
he and his girlfriend, Jenna White, 
pled not guilty to five counts of drug 
conspiracy. As investigators pored 
through the old Silk Road message 
boards, former customers feared 
that more arrests were coming — 
and more turncoats would emerge. 


Mike Gogulski, a political 

activist and Bitcoin launderer now 
based in Slovakia, began organizing 
Ulbricht’s defense team within days of 
reading about his arrest. Though 
Gogulski didn’t know Ulbricht person- 
ally, and had only a loose connection to 
the drug trafficking website — he cre- 
ated an account shortly after the site’s 
inception, but says he never used it to 
purchase anything — he says that 
many of Silk Road’s features dove- 
tailed with his political sensibilities. 

A resolute libertarian, Gogulski 
renounced his U.S. citizenship in 
2008 in order to protest the Ameri- 
can “system.” In 2010, he organized 
the Private Manning Support Net- 
work in order to drum up support 
for Army whistleblower Bradley 
(now Chelsea) Manning. He’s also 
run campaigns to decriminalize mar- 
ijuana and other drugs. 

“T view the Silk Road as a very 
positive thing for everyone,” Gogul- 
ski says, adding that he felt “a very 
strong emotional response” after 
hearing about Ulbricht’s arrest. “I 
said, ‘Hell, ’m gonna register some 
domain names, and get some sites 
up and running. Rossulbricht.org 
was up the next day.” 

Shortly thereafter, Gogulski says 


he received an e-mail from Ulbricht’s 
mother, Lyn La Cava. “We danced 
around a bit and authenticated each 
other, and I demonstrated to her 
that I’m not bullshitting around,” 
he recalls. (La Cava didn’t respond 
to interview requests). Feeling re- 
affirmed, Gogulski then turned to 
another well-connected crypto-anar- 
chist, Cody Wilson, who sought help 
from the San Francisco-based Elec- 
tronic Frontier Foundation. Pretty 
soon, the blueprint for Ulbricht’s 
legal team was in place. 
Twenty-five-year-old Wilson is 
a pre-eminent high-tech gunsmith 
based in Austin, best known for 
founding a nonprofit that conceives 


Feds ambushed Ulbricht in 
the science fiction stacks. 


open-source gun designs which he 
hopes to mass-produce on 3D print- 
ers. (This year he procured a federal 
license to manufacture and sell 
firearms.) According to Wilson, EFF 
attorneys put them in touch with 
high-powered New York defense law- 
yer Joshua Dratel, whose previous 
clients include an al Qaeda operative, 
an Australian Taliban fighter who 
says he was tortured in Guantana- 
mo, and a Somali taxi driver accused 
of bankrolling the Kenyan terrorist 
group that recently bombed a shop- 
ping mall in Nairobi. (EFF wouldn't 
comment, citing privacy protections 
for people who seek legal advice.) 

On his website, Dratel pledges to 
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“defend the rights of each and every 
client, no matter what his or her le- 
gal challenge or need may be.” 
Ulbricht may indeed present a 
challenging case, given the severity 
of the charges and the burden of 
media scrutiny. But Dratel insists 
that many parts of the criminal 
complaint are specious, and stead- 
fastly maintains that his client is not 
guilty. “I won't at this juncture get 
into the details of Ross’s defense,” 
Dratel writes in an e-mail, “other 
than to say there are a number of 
legal and factual components that 
we ve identified thus far.” He adds 
that despite Ulbricht’s past political 
leanings, “in court it would not be 


Evan DuCharme 
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valid to cite an ideology as a de- 
fense.” Nor would it be prudent for 
Ulbricht to cast himself both as an 
agitator and as the wrong guy. 

But his defense team may have a 
hard time staving off other people’s 
impressions. 

Within weeks of his arrest, Ross 
Ulbricht, a man whose most defining 
characteristic was that he left no 
impression on anyone, became a sort 
of folk hero for cyber anarchists and 
libertarians — people whose under- 
standing of technology dwarfs that 
of the average citizen, but whose 
mistrust in the government is so 
fervent that they’re compelled to os- 
tracize themselves. Gogulski has cast 
himself as the leader of a “stateless” 
movement, which he hopes will in- 
spire more Americans to revoke their 
citizenship and exempt themselves 
from any government system. 

New York City attorney Tor 
Ekeland, who represents several 
high-profile hackers — includ- 
ing Andrew “Weev” Auern- 
heimer, who this March was 
sentenced in San Francisco Dis- 
trict Court for exposing flaws 
in AT&T's security system — 
says Silk Road is where ideals 
of Internet freedom reach their 
logical conclusion. 

“It’s just free-market capitalism 
in its purest form,” he explains, 
adding that the criminal prosecution 
of Ulbricht is, in essence, a form 
of market regulation — a more 
extreme version of the Public Utili- 
ties Commission cracking down on 
rideshare start-ups, or the New York 
state attorney general sparring with 
AirBnB. 

The question, then, is at what 
point “freedom” and “disruption” 
begin to overshadow morality. 

Like many people in Silicon Valley, 
Ekeland cottons to the idea of Silk 
Road, but only within certain limits. 

“Td be opposed to it if it was 
going to get involved in the sex 
trade,” he says, adding that in 
contrast, the market for illicit drugs 
could benefit from the e-commerce 
system. For his part, Gogulski 
believes that Silk Road might even 
add an element of law and order toa 
largely atomized drug market. 

“T used to be a drug policy reform 
activist,” he says. “I believe most 
of the harm [in the drug economy] 
comes from street-level violence, 
gang distribution network violence, 
and impurities introduced by 
unscrupulous dealers.” Because Silk 
Road trafficked in pure substances, 
because it subjected sellers to 
ranking systems similar to those 
of eBay or Amazon, and because it 
was tightly controlled by a central 
apparatus, Gogulski saw it as a near- 
perfect drug trading platform. 

Sifting through the old Dread 
Pirate Roberts posts on Silk Road’s 
web forum, it appears the website 
operator also ordained himself the 
leader of a small society, and saw 
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his vendors as noble apparatchiks. 
“There are heroes among us here 

at Silk Road,” Dread Pirate Roberts 
wrote in a thread from Feb. 27, 
2012, in which he extolled the peo- 
ple who stocked the shelves. 

When his picture appeared in 
newspapers on Oct. 2, Ulbricht’s ac- 
olytes were befuddled, Wilson says. 
“A lot of us were saying, ‘Is this the 
guy? Is this the hero?” He says that 
the charges of attempted murder 
and torture were the only things 
that raised any eyebrows among 
would-be worshippers, who thought 
the FBI might have fabricated them. 
“The criminal complaint is tainted 
with [those] accusations — that’s 
the only thing standing in the way of 
outright adulation,” Wilson says. 

But, he muses, perhaps that’s 
necessary. “It’s kind of like Voltaire, 
right? I mean, if I were writing the 
criminal complaint, I'd taint it, too.” 





If Dread Pirate Roberts did, in fact, 
create any kind of lasting societal im- 
pact, it was within the Bitcoin commu- 
nity. Silk Road provided a mass 
emporium for people who traded in 
Bitcoins, at a time when very few busi- 
nesses would take them. 

Currency experts believe that Silk 
Road saw a higher volume of the 
currency than other outlets; because 
most of its products were illegal, it 
drew in a population of buyers who 
otherwise might have had no inter- 
est in the crypto-currency. Via sup- 
ply-and-demand economics alone, 
the site caused Bitcoin values to 
inflate, precipitously, from a $3 per- 
coin exchange rate to about $14 per 
coin, then 10 times greater. It was, 
one local expert says, tantamount to 
a trial by fire — proof that the cur- 
rency could thrive in a purely under- 
ground system, while being traded at 
high volume. 

Three weeks after Ulbricht’s 
arrest, federal prosecutors in New 
York said they'd lifted 144,336 
Bitcoins from Ulbricht’s comput- 
er, worth about $28.5 million US 
dollars, bringing the total seizure 
to about $34.5 million (well short 
of the estimated $80 million in 
commissions that Silk Road pulled 
in, according to the Department of 
Justice’s criminal complaint). With- 
in a few weeks, the value of Bitcoins 
skyrocketed. A Bitcoin now fetches 
up to $750 on some exchanges. 

Ulbricht was recently extradited 
to federal prison in New York, 
where he’s watching other dominos 
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fall: Authorities have made several 
Silk Road-related busts in Sweden, 
Britain, and the US after analyzing 
the site’s data. Meanwhile, other 
sites have been jockeying to 
supplant Silk Road as the next big 
black-market trading post, but none 
has quite the same cachet. 

Then, a few weeks ago, word be- 
gan circulating about a new iteration 
of Silk Road that looked almost 
indistinguishable from the old one, 
albeit with a different web address. 
It offers the same variety of con- 
traband, in the same format, with 
an added login feature that helps 
authenticate users. The home page 
even features a mock FBI seizure 
warning to parody the one on Silk 
Road. “This site has been seized,” it 
says, with the words “been seized” 
jeeringly struck out, and replaced by 
the words “risen again.” 

Interestingly, the new site’s ad- 
ministrator also goes by Dread 

Pirate Roberts, steering the 

imprimatur into a seemingly 

perfect line of succession. 
Whether it copied or coex- 
isted with the original Silk 

Road remains uncertain, as 

does the suggestion that Silk 

Road’s founder is still at large. 
Dread Pirate Roberts could be a 
name shared by a coterie of people. 
He could be the extreme version of a 
very pedestrian Silicon Valley arche- 
type — the free-market zealot who 
habitually circumvents regulatory 
roadblocks. A new kind of innovator. 

Eventually, someone was going to 
do this. 

The Internet has long been a 
rough frontier for vice, which is 
why so many of its roads lead to 
porn sites, and why so many of its 
comment boards hew to Godwin’s 
law. So too did the deep web become 
a portal for criminal enterprises. 
More digital black markets have 
blossomed in Silk Road’s wake, 
many of them with stronger en- 
cryption systems that gird against 
intruders. They’ve affixed today’s 
customer feedback widgets and rat- 
ing systems and trendy laissez-faire 
principles to the bustling trade 
route of yore. 

For better or worse, this is the 
next turn of the screw for a culture 
thriving on disruption. But it’s also 
a contorted version of the ideals 
that Silicon Valley companies spout 
in all of their advertisements and 
product logos. If Google wants all 
information to be free, and Twitter 
wants all inanity to be free, then the 
creator of Silk Road wanted all drug 
access to be free. He took that idea 
to its logical conclusion. 

But it came with a cost. Ulbricht, 
the accused mastermind, sits in a jail 
cell. If found guilty, he may be there 
for years to come. Meanwhile the 
Silk Road has been left to carry on 
without him. 


Rachel.Swan@SFWeekly.com 
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What a Way to Make a Living 


9 to 5, Saturday 


THU 11/21 


Literature 


THE END IS NEAR 


For seven years, InsideStoryTime has 
been presenting one of the city’s best 
storytelling gatherings; recently, the 
monthly series moved to the Glass 
Door Gallery in North Beach, a good fit 
for its simple and intimate format. The 
range is always excellent, but this 
month’s theme brings together an un- 
usual collection of writers: Annalee Ne- 
witz, founding editor of io9.com and 
science and culture writer of, most re- 
cently, Scatter, Adapt, and Remember: 
How Humans Will Survive a Mass Extinc- 
tion, whom the Washington Post called a 
“techno-optimist” for the book’s hypo- 
thetical visions of long-term human 
survival; Ransom Stephens, whose sec- 
ond novel, The Sensory Deception, is just 
out: a Silicon Valley scientist develops 
“sensory saturation: a virtual reality 
system that drops users into the 
psyches of endangered animals as they 
fight for survival,” in the belief that this 
experience might turn otherwise indif- 
ferent people into environmentalists; 
and Lucy Corin, of the recent McSwee- 
ney’s release One Hundred Apocalypses 
and Other Apocalypses, who will read 
from her righteous short fictions. 

InsideStoryTime: Last Things 
starts at 7 p.m. at Glass Door Gallery, 
245 Columbus Ave., S.F. $5; call 500- 
2271 or visit insidestorytime.com. 
Evan Karp 
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FRI 11/22 


Local Film Fest 


CRASH COURSE 


If the fifth annual Cinema by the Bay 
showcase of locally significant films is 
any indication, this Bay Area of ours is a 
fertile crossroads indeed. Local movie- 
makers seem keen on stories about 
lives colliding, with sparks flying. Holy 
Ghost People, the opening night film, 
throws together an attractive pair of 
lost souls to penetrate a cult of 
snake-handlers. Along the Roadside 
finds a Mr. Stability type bailing on his 
pregnant girlfriend and embarking 
with a manic pixie Euro-tourist dream 
girl on a road trip to L.A. In Redemption 
Trail, set among Sonoma vineyards, a 
woman desperate with grief finds her- 
self taken in by the adult daughter of a 
Black Panther who was killed by cops. 
The documentary American Vagabond 
follows gay runaway street kids to the 
promised land of San Francisco, “the 
city at the end of the rainbow,” where 
hopes abruptly cross paths with hard 
realities. Even the mild-mannered 
young mailman in Dear Sidewalk finds 
his route and his routine disrupted by 
an alluring older gal. In addition to 
these and other features, the festival 
also includes 10 diverse shorts from the 
hallowed cinema department at SF 
State — like Pump, a bicycle-intensive 
collage from 2006 which Super8.org 
ranked the sixth greatest Super 8 film 
of all time — anda Sunday induction 








ceremony for the newest members of 
“Essential SF.” the Film Society’s hall of 
fame of sorts for local cinematic talent. 
Of which there’s a lot. Expect more col- 
lisions, more sparks. 

Cinema by the Bay runs Nov. 22- 
24 at the Roxie Theater, 3117 16th 
St., S.E Tickets are $10-$25; call 
561-5000 or visit sffs.org. Jonathan 
Kiefer 


Dance 


NICK OF TIME 


Waning light and dour reflections 
usher in November, the Thursday of 
the year — it is neither near enough 
the end to abandon resolutions nor yet 
time to celebrate the coming of the 
new. With whales beaching, bellies 
crammed with plastic, the atmosphere 
coming to broil, and bee colonies mys- 
teriously failing, the time is ripe fora 
look at the scourges of the past and 
their consequences in our uncertain 
present and doomed future. James 
Graham and Katherine Hawthorne 
present new works on the passage of 
time in Let Us Compare Chronolo- 
gies. Graham premieres Guilty Survi- 
vor, a piece about living as a gay man in 
San Francisco after the AIDS epidemic 
of the 1980s, confronting both the 
melancholy of lost lives and the nostal- 
gia for a lost past of exuberant de- 
bauchery. Hawthorne presents 
Timepiece, a meditation on the order 
and disorder of time. 
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James Graham and Katharine 
Hawthorne present Let Us Com- 
pare Chronologies at 8 p.m. and on 
Nov. 23 at the Joe Goode Annex, 
401 Alabama St., S.F. Tickets are 
$15-$30; visit eventbrite.com/ 
event/9028407209. Irene Hsiao 


SAT 11/23 


Drag Parody 


PEACHES PARTON 


Most of us have fantasized about stick- 
ing it to the boss, but the ladies in 9 to 5 
actually went and did it. The 1980 com- 
edy follows three secretaries at a large 
corporation who are fed up with their 
sexist, lying, idea-thieving boss. They 
fantasize about poisoning his coffee, 
threaten to turn him from “a rooster to 
a hen with one shot,’ and eventually 
kidnap him to run the office them- 
selves. It’s intentionally campy, hysteri- 
cal, and regarded by many as a classic. It 
made the American Film Institute’s list 
of the 100 funniest movies, and helped 
launch Dolly Parton to mainstream ap- 
peal. 9 to 5 is presented tonight by San 
Francisco's favorite drag star, Peaches 
Christ. Also on the program is a pre- 
show presentation of Work!, which fea- 
tures Christ with fellow drag 
performers Heklina and Pandora Boxx 
ina live parody of the film. Warning: 
Don't try this at work. 

9 to 5 starts at 8 p.m. at the Cas- 
tro Theatre, 429 Castro St., S.F. Ad- 
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mission is $25-$55; call 621-6120 or 
visit peacheschrist.com. Devin Holt 


WED 11/27 


Musical 


CONVERTED 
TOCRASS 


There isn’t much to say about The Book 
of Mormon that hasn’t already been 
said. The musical, from the brains be- 
hind South Park and Avenue Q, is about 
two silly missionaries in Africa and has 
already won nine Tony Awards, includ- 
ing the coveted best musical category. 
When it played in Boston, it was “the 
hottest ticket in town,’ according to The 
Boston Globe. When it opened in Lon- 
don, it broke single-day sales records. SF 
Weekly's own reviewer said the show 
managed to “transcend simple mockery, 
elevating absurdity to the point where it 
comes back around to earnestness.” 
That’s pretty hefty praise, but a year 
later, The Book of Mormon is living up to 
the hype. It’s touring all over the U.S. and 
selling out theaters from Orlando to 
Portland. A nine-week San Francisco run 
begins tonight. Get tickets early — last 
year a lottery had to be introduced. 

The Book of Mormon plays at 2 p.m. 
and 8 p.m. and runs through Jan. 19 
at the Orpheum Theatre, 1192 Mar- 
ket St., S.F. Tickets are $55-$205; call 
(888) 746-1799 or visit bookofmor- 
monthemusical.com. Devin Holt 
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A LISTINGS 


Calendar listings are offered as a free service 
to SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To have a listing added, contact 
Clubs and Calendar Editor John Graham by 
e-mail (Calendar@sfweekly.com), fax (777-1839), 
or mail (225 Bush St. 17th Floor, S.F., CA 94104). 
To change an existing listing call 536-8147. 
Deadline is noon Tuesday for the following 
week's issue. Listings rotate regularly, as space 
allows. Our completel listings of local events - 
searchable by keyword, date, and genre - are 
available online. 


ART - GALLERIES 


111 Minna Gallery. Lexis Rubenis: Subconscious 
Imagery: Paintings that sit on the sweet spot 
between abstract and surreal. Through Nov. 23. 
Free. 111 Minna St., San Francisco, 974-1719, ww- 
w.I1iminnagallery.com. 

4x5 Gallery. David Egan: The Long Way Around: 30 
color and B+W prints by the local photographer. 
Through Dec. 1. 442 Haight St., San Francisco, 
www.4x5gallerysf.com. 

Bash Contemporary. Fantasy Faire: Group show 
of fantastical paintings by Sandra Yagi, Graham 
Curran, Larkin Cypher, and Alexandra Manukyan. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 21. 
210 Golden Gate Avenue, San Francisco, 926-8573, 
www.bashcontemporary.com. 

Bayview/Anna E. Walden Branch Library. Bayview's 
Historical Footprints: Redux!: Historical photog- 
raphy exhibit and stories by Bayview/Hunters 
Point elders. Daily. 5075 Third St., San Francisco, 
355-5757, www.sfpl.org. 

Blackball Universe Gallery. Urban Outskirts: City 
landscapes painted by Seren Moran, Lorna Strotz, 
and Lauren Scherf-Srivastava. Saturdays, Sundays. 
Continues through Dec. 29. 230 Madison St., Oak- 
land, 510-433-0933, www.blackballuniverse.com. 

California Institute of Integral Studies. DeFremery 
Park, 1965-1970: The Photographs of Kenneth P. Green 
Sr.: Snapshots of late-"60s Oakland by the former staff 
photographer of the Tribune. Through Dec. 15. Free. 
1453 Mission, San Francisco, 575-6100, www.ciis.edu. 

CCA Wattis Institute for Contemporary Arts. City 
of Disappearances: Group show featuring works 
from the Kadist Art Foundation and the Zabludowicz 
Collection. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
Dec. 14. 360 Kansas St., San Francisco, 355-9670, 
www.wattis.org. 

Center for Sex & Culture. Safe Sex Bang: The Buzz 
Bense Collection of Safe Sex Posters: Exhibition of 
sex-positive posters from 1982 onward. Through 
Jan. 31, 2014. Free. 1349 Mission, San Francisco, 
902-2071, www.sexandculture.org. 

City Hall. Twisted Sisters: Reimagining Urban Por- 
traiture: Group show featuring five photographers 
from San Francisco and 10 from Zurich, S.F.’s sister 
city in Switzerland. Through Jan. 17, 2014. sfarts- 
commission.org. 1 Drive Carlton B. Goodlett, San 
Francisco, 554-5184, www.sfgov.org. 

Electric Works. Dave Schubert: Recent Works: Solo 
show of street photography. Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through Nov. 30. 1360 Mission St., San 
Francisco, 626-5496, www.sfelectricworks.com. 

The Emerald Tablet. Surrealism’s Earthly Visions: 
Group show including work by Penelope Rosemont, 
Winston Smith, Dennis Cunningham, Marian Wallace, 
and Beth Garon. Through Nov. 21. 80 Fresno St., San 
Francisco, 500-2323, www.emtab.org. 

Incline Gallery. Space: 1999: Group show featuring 
Randy Colosky, Chris Fraser, Sandra Ono, and Dean 
Smith. Thursdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Nov. 22. 766 Valencia, San Francisco, www.inclin- 
egallerysf.com. 
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Fifty24SF Gallery. Confluence: Group show featuring 
a “collection of divergent styles,” including work 
by Mars-1, Sam Flores, Henry Lewis, Anthony Lister, 
and many more. Daily. 252 Fillmore, San Francisco, 
252-9144, www.fifty24sf.com. 

Fraenkel Gallery. Diane Arbus 1971-1956: Photog- 
raphy retrospective that starts with the artist's 
death and travels backwards to find her creative 
origins. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
Dec. 28. 49 Geary, San Francisco, 981-2661, www. 
fraenkelgallery.com. 

Galeria de fa Raza. Katie Dorame: Sifting Screens: New 
paintings combining Hollywood iconography with 
artifacts and images from North American native 
cultures. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
Dec. 21. 2857 24th St., San Francisco, 826-8009, 
www.galeriadelaraza.org. 

Gallery 16. Futurefarmers: Taking Stock: Two-decade 
retrospective of objets d'art from the Bay Area 
collective. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
Dec. 31. 501 Third St., San Francisco, 626-7495, 
www.gallery16.com. 

Gallery Paule Anglim. Solid Concept VI: Bay Area 
Conceptual Artists: Featuring work by Terry Fox, 
David Ireland, Paul Kos, Tony Labat, Tom Marioni, 
John Roloff, and Al Wong. Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through Dec. 21. 14 Geary, San Francisco, 
433-2710, www.gallerypauleanglim.com. 

Glass Door Gallery. Winter Hours: Featuring work by 
Nancy Calef, Ronald Chase, Carl Heyward, Joan 
Stennick, and John Zaklikowski. Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through Jan. 5. 245 Columbus Ave., San 
Francisco, 500-2271, www.glassdoorgallery.com. 

The Great Highway Gallery. Daniel McElmury: West 
San Francisco: The Outer Sunset gets its due in 
this ‘photographic exploration of the city's most 
western edge.” Through Dec. 15. 3649 Lawton, San 
Francisco, 681-3380, www.thegreathighway.com. 

Gregory Lind Gallery. Dannielle Tegeder: The Library 
of Abstract Sound: Solo show combining dozens of 
drawings with sound and animation. Tuesdays-Sat- 
urdays. Continues through Nov. 30. 49 Geary, San 
Francisco, 296-9661, www.gregorylindgallery.com. 

Hosfelt Gallery. Anoka Farugee: Substance & Accident: 
Moiré paintings. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Dec. 7. Angelina Pwerle: Bush Plum Dream- 
ing: Abstractions. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Dec. 7. 260 Utah St., San Francisco, 495- 
5454, www.hosfeltgallery.com. 

Jenkins Johnson Gallery. Seven Sisters: Group show 
featuring Carrie Mae Weems, Mickalene Thomas, 
Rina Banerjee, Patricia Piccinini, Camille Rose 
Garcia, Kenyatta A.C. Hinkle, Toyin Odutola, and 
Vanessa Prager. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Dec. 21. 464 Sutter, San Francisco, 677- 
0770, www.jenkinsjohnsongallery.com. 

The Luggage Store. Flo Oy Wong: The Whole Pie: 
75th birthday retrospective of the Oakland artist. 
Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 
28. 1007 Market, San Francisco, 255-5971, www. 
luggagestoregallery.org. 

Luna Rienne Gallery. Polyptych Tales: Group show 
featuring new works by Ursula X Young, Joshua 
Lawyer, and MJ Lindo. Mondays, Thursdays-Sun- 
days. Continues through Dec. 9. 3318 22nd St., San 
Francisco, 647-5888, lunarienne.com. 

Main Library, Jewett Gallery. A Little Piece of Mexico: 
Postcards of Guillermo Kahlo and His Contemporar- 
ies: Vibrant historical views of early 20th century 
Mexico, culled from the private collection of local 
poet Alejandro Murguia. Through Dec. 29. free. 
100 Larkin, San Francisco, 557-4277, www.sfpl.org. 

Main Library, Skylight Gallery. Breaking the Barriers: 
The American Tennis Association & Black Tennis 
Pioneers: Historical overview of African-American 
tennis legends (e.g., Althea Gibson and Arthur 
Ashe) featuring photos, newspaper accounts, and 
video. Through Jan. 5, 2014. Free. 100 Larkin, San 
Francisco, 557-4277, www.sfpl.org. 
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With 3400’ of relentless fall line bowls, glades, bumps and groomers, 
your quads will beg for a lift line. That’s about the only thing Sun Valley 
doesn’t have. Come ski more vert before lunch than most people pack 
into their entire vacation. 


2 hours to crowd-free skiing 
Daily non-stop flights all winter. 


AF 


www.visitidaho.org 


visitsunvalley.com 


visit 
SunValley 
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Meridian Gallery. By Mainly Unexpected Means: 
Large group show featuring artists from Palo Alto's 
Cubberley Studios. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Dec. 21. 535 Powell, San Francisco, 398- 
7229, www.meridiangallery.org. 

Mini Bar. Mini de los Muertos Art Show: Featuring Dia 
de los Muertos-inspired artwork by Genevieve Cole- 
man, Mark Hamer, Beth Loudmouth, and Chelsea 
Tucker. Through Dec. 28. 837 Divisadero St., San 
Francisco, 525-3565, www.myspace.com/minibarsf. 

Mission Cultural Center for Latino Arts. La Llorona: 
Llanto de Vida y Muerte en el Distrito de la Mission: 
MCCLA’s annual Dia de los Muertos group art show. 
Through Nov. 23. 2868 Mission, San Francisco, 821- 
1155, www.missionculturalcenter.org. 

Modern Eden. Letter Heads: Group show of text- and 
lettering-infused works curated by Leon Loucheur 
and Dave Foto. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Dec. 7. Leon Loucheur: Sentient City: Solo 
painting exhibition with imagery inspired by local 
animals. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
Dec. 7. 403 Francisco, San Francisco, 956-3303, 
www.moderneden.com. 

Modernism. Autour du Désir (All About Desire): 
Group show including work by Erwin Blumenfeld, 
Lucien Clergue, R. Crumb, Sheldon Greenberg, 
Man Ray, Robert Stivers, Bruce Wolfe, and more. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 
21. 685 Market, San Francisco, 541-0461, www. 
modernisminc.com. 

Patricia Sweetow Gallery. Jamie Vasta: Femme: 
Glitter portraits of burlesque and drag performers. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 21. 
Free. 77 Geary, San Francisco, 788-5126, www. 
patriciasweetowgallery.com. 

Rena Bransten Gallery. Edward Burtynsky: Water: The 
large-format industrial photographer trains his lens 
upon the impact of manufacturing on global water 
supplies. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
Dec. 14. 77 Geary, San Francisco, 982-3292, www. 
renabranstengallery.com. 

Robert Koch Gallery. Janos Szasz: High-contrast 
B&W photographs of Soviet-era Hungary from the 
1950s-'70s. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
Dec. 21. 49 Geary, San Francisco, 421-0122, www. 
kochgallery.com. 

Robert Tat Gallery. Charles Gatewood: 50 Years: 
Retrospective photography exhibit by the leg- 
endary documenter of American subcultures. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Nov. 30. 
Free. 49 Geary, Ste. 410, San Francisco, 781-1122, 
www.roberttat.com. 

Romer Young Gallery. Jonathan Runcio: Glass in the 
Garden: Sculptural objects made of steel, concrete, 
and paint. Thursdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
Dec. 14. 1240 22nd St., San Francisco, 550-7483, 
www.romeryounggallery.com. 

San Francisco Art Institute. Energy That Is All Around: 
Group show including more than 125 formative 
works by Mission School artists Chris Johanson, 
Margaret Kilgallen, Alicia McCarthy, Barry McGee, 
and Ruby Neri. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Dec. 14. Free. sfai.edu/energy. 800 Chest- 
nut, San Francisco, 771-7020, www.sfai.edu. 

San Francisco Arts Commission Window Installation 
Site. Sabine Reckewell: Dual Inclinations: Geomet- 
rical sculptures made from stretched ribbons. 
Through Jan. 4, 2014. 155 Grove, San Francisco, 
554-6080, www.sfartscommission.org. 

SF Camerawork. 2013 Benefit Auction Preview Exhibi- 
tion: Group show featuring over 100 contemporary 
and vintage photos. The live auction takes place 
Dec. 7 at 1 p.m. Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Dec. 6. 657 Mission, San Francisco, 512- 
2020, www.sfcamerawork.org. 

SFMOMA Artists Gallery (Fort Mason, Bldg. A). 
Robert Katsusuke Ogata: Splice: Large-scale 
paintings made with chalk, gesso, polymer, and 
paintstick. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
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Comedy 


HANNIBALISM 





Seth Olenick 


Hannibal Buress is a hot-right-now comedian, once described by Chris Rock as a less-disgusting hypothetical spawn 
of Steven Wright, Mos Def, and Dave Chappelle. The award-winning comedian and writer just signed a deal with the 
Comedy Central network for a new one-hour special and a recurring role on the upcoming show Broad City. His 
stand-up style can be characterized as laid-back, absurd, intelligent, and real real funny. The New York Times said he 
hits the mark between “cerebral and swagger,” a description that no fans of his stand-up would dispute. He’s smart, 
he’s cool, he’s self-aware, and he’s funny. As co-host on The Eric Andre Show, Buress serves as the perfect foil to high- 
er-strung yet just as weird Eric Andre. Take advantage of the chance to see Buress before he totally blows up and starts 


selling out arenas. 


Hannibal Buress performs at 8 p.m., as well as Nov. 22 at 8 and 10:15 p.m. and Nov. 23 at 7:30 and 10:15 p.m. 
at Cobb’s Comedy Club, 915 Columbus Ave., S.F. Tickets are $25; call 928-4320 or visit cobbscomedyclub.com. 


Emilie Mutert 


Dec. 20. Amanda Boe: What | Hold Dear: Digital 
chromogenic photo prints. Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through Dec. 20. 2 Marina Boulevard, 
San Francisco, 441-4777, www.sfmoma.org. 

Shooting Gallery. Don't Look at Me: Acrylic and 
spray paint works by the German duo Herakut. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 7. 
Blue Skies: New oil paintings by Brian Mashburn (in 
the Project Space). Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Dec. 7. 886 Geary St., San Francisco, 931- 
1500, www.shootinggallerysf.com. 

Southern Exposure. Sandra Ono: Engrams: A biomor- 
phic, site-specific installation made from melted 
plastic sandwich bags. Tuesdays-Saturdays, 12-6 
p.m. Continues through Dec. 31. 3030 20th St., San 
Francisco, 863-2141, www.soex.org. 

Spoke Art Gallery. Bad Dads: An Art Show Tribute to 
the Films of Wes Anderson: Figurative paintings 
inspired by characters and scenes from every indie 
hipster’s favorite auteur. Wednesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through Nov. 23. 816 Sutter, San Fran- 
cisco, www.spoke-art.com. 

Thomas Reynolds Gallery. Francis Livingston: The 
Color of Light: Recent oil paintings. Thursdays-Sat- 
urdays. Continues through Nov. 23. 2291 Pine, San 
Francisco, 441-4093, www.thomasreynolds.com. 

Toomey Tourell. Nathaniel Price: Drawn: Solo exhi- 
bition of drawings and sculptures. Tuesdays-Sat- 
urdays. Continues through Dec. 15. 49 Geary, San 
Francisco, 989-6444, www.toomey-tourell.com. 

UCSF Women’s Health Center. Serenity: Visions: A 


five-floor exhibit featuring serene artworks by Kit 
Cameron, Blazin, Tama Greenberg, Judith Juntura 
Miller, and Helen S. Cohen to promote the healing 
power of art. Mondays-Fridays. Continues through 
Jan. 14. 2356 Sutter St., San Francisco, 353-2293, 
www.ucsfhealth.org. 

Vacation. Dame Darcy: Framed original illustrations 
by the witchy artist and musician. Wednesdays-Sun- 
days. Continues through Nov. 22. 651 Larkin St., 
San Francisco, 795-3633, www.vacation-sf.com. 

White Walls Gallery. Word to Mother: California Coming 
Home: Solo show by the London painter. Tues- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 7. 886 Geary 
St., San Francisco, 931-1500, www.whitewallssf.com. 

World Affairs Council. Global Visions 2013: Fourth 
annual juried exhibition of documentary photog- 
raphy. Through Nov. 21. 312 Sutter, San Francisco, 
293-4600, www.worldaffairs.org. 

ZeroFriends. Ransom & Mitchell: die Familie: Demented 
horrorshow portraits of a mythical German family 
whose exploits are far more monstrous than 
your own family’s Instagram feed. Or so we hope. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Nov. 
29. 489 25th St., Oakland, 510-735-9405, www. 
zerofriends.com. 


BENEFITS 


Comedy for a Spinal Cause: Fundraiser for Julia's 
Drive to Independence featuring Kabir “Kabeezy” 
Singh, Matt Morales, Sal Calanni, Kevin Munroe, and 
Joe Tobin. Thu., Nov. 21, 7-10 p.m., $25, facebook. 


com/comedyforaspinalcause. The Barrel House, 80 
Tehama, San Francisco, barrelhouse.tumbir.com/. 
Give to Glide: Benefit event with music by Melvoy plus 
a raffle to raise funds for Glide Memorial. Thu., Nov. 
21, 7 p.m., free with RSVP, melvoyatopticalunder- 
ground.eventbrite.com. Optical Underground, 280 
Sutter St., San Francisco, www.opticalunderground. 
com/opticalunderground/Home.html. 

Metamorphosis: The Seventh Annual Artumnal 
Gathering: Black Rock Arts Foundation benefit fea- 
turing live entertainment by a wide variety of Burner 
favorites. Sat., Nov. 23, 6 p.m., $40+ advance, 
blackrockarts.org/events/artumnal-gathering-2013. 
Bently Reserve, 301 Battery, San Francisco, 294- 
2226, www.bentlyreserve.com. 

Jason Moran with Randy Weston & Billy Harper: 
Proceeds from this jazz matinee support SFJAZZ's 
preventive health and wellness outreach programs. 
Sun., Nov. 24, 3 p.m., $100. SFJAZZ Center, 205 
Franklin St., San Francisco, 866-920-5299, www. 
sfjazz.org. 

Operation: Fork 3: Alameda County Community Food 
Bank benefit/cosplay party with music by Disastroid, 
Victoria & The Vaudevillians, Matt Holdaway’s Army, 
and Maritime Wilderness. Sat., Nov. 23, 6 p.m., $10 
(or five cans of food). Stork Club, 2330 Telegraph, 
Oakland, 510-444-6174, www.storkcluboakland.com. 

Voices for the Poppy: A Special Benefit Concert: 
Meklit Hadero hosts music and poetry by Tiffany 
Austin, Tom Sway, Prasant Radhakrishnan, Todd 
Thomas Brown, Schuyler Karr, and Michael Warr. 


LETTERS NEWS COVERSTORY THE CALENDAR ARTS&CULTURE FILM EAT MUSIC 


Fri., Nov. 22, 7:30 p.m., $15-$50. Red Poppy Art 
House, 2698 Folsom, San Francisco, 826-2402, 
www.redpoppyarthouse.org. 


COMEDY 


Bad Movie Night: Highlander 2: The Quickening: 
Hosts Jim Fourniadis, Mikl-Em, and Dan Foley lose 
their heads over the sequel that left everyone 
muttering, “There can be — or at least there should 
have been — only one.” Sun., Nov. 24, 8 p.m., $6.99. 
Dark Room Theater, 2263 Mission, San Francisco, 
401-7987, www.darkroomsf.com. 

Barbary Coast Comedy: Featuring Jabari Davis, 
Stroy Moyd, and Jesse Fernandez. Thu., Nov. 21, 7 
p.m., $5, barbarycoastcomedy.com. Legionnaire 
Saloon, 2272 Telegraph Ave., Oakland, www.le- 
gionnairesaloon.com. 

Big City Improv: Actors take audience suggestions 
and create comedy from nothing. Fridays, 10 p.m., 
$20, bigcityimprov.com. Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, 
San Francisco, 433-3040, www.sheltontheater.com. 

The Business: A Comedy Show: Sketch and stand-up 
comedy. Wednesdays, 8 p.m., $5. Dark Room The- 
ater, 2263 Mission, San Francisco, 401-7987, www. 
darkroomsf.com. 

Cobb's Comedy Showcase: Wed., Nov. 20, 8 p.m., 
$12.50. Cobb's Comedy Club, 915 Columbus, San 
Francisco, 928-4320, www.cobbscomedy.com. 

Comedy Blast: Stand-up comedy with Danny Dechi and 
guests. Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m., free, dannydechi.com. 
Neck of the Woods, 406 Clement St., San Francisco, 
387-6343, www.neckofthewoodssf.com. 

Comedy Bottle: The Purple Onion at Kells presents 
two nights with Mark Lundholm, Emily Van Dyke, 
and guests. Nov. 22-23, 8 p.m., $15, (415) 921-2051, 
purpleonionatkells.com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 
530 Jackson, San Francisco, www.kellsirish.com. 

Comedy for a Spinal Cause: Fundraiser for Julia's 
Drive to Independence featuring Kabir “Kabeezy”’ 
Singh, Matt Morales, Sal Calanni, Kevin Munroe, and 
Joe Tobin. Thu., Nov. 21, 7-10 p.m., $25, facebook. 
com/comedyforaspinalcause. The Barrel House, 80 
Tehama, San Francisco, barrelhouse.tumbIr.com/. 

Comedy Night: Open mic hosted by Tony Sparks. 
Thursdays, 7 p.m., free. BrainWash Cafe & Laundro- 
mat, 1122 Folsom, San Francisco, 861-3663, www. 
brainwash.com. 

Comet Club Comedy: Your free weekly chance to 
laugh in the Marina (instead of at it). Thursdays, 
8:30 p.m., free. Comet Club, 3111 Fillmore, San 
Francisco, 567-5589. 

The Cynic Cave: PDX comedian lan Karmel headlines 
two shows alongside Josef Anolin, Kelly Anneken, 
George Chen, and Kevin O'Shea. Sat., Nov. 23, 8 & 
10 p.m., $10, cyniccave.com. Lost Weekend Video, 
1034 Valencia St., San Francisco, 643-3373, www. 
lostweekendvideo.com. 

Dat Phan: Nov. 26-27; Nov. 29-30, $16-$22. Punch 
Line, 444 Battery, San Francisco, 397-7573, www. 
punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

Dean Delray: With openers Brian Redban and Christian 
Spicer. Wed., Nov. 20, 8 p.m., $16. Punch Line, 444 
Battery, San Francisco, 397-7573, www.punchline- 
comedyclub.com. 

Dom Irrera: Nov. 21-23, $18.50-$23.50. Punch Line, 
444 Battery, San Francisco, 397-7573, www.punch- 
linecomedyclub.com. 

Dueling Pianos at Johnny Foley's: Merry musical 
sing-alongs. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 9 p.m., free, 
duelingpianosatfoleys.com. Johnny Foley's Irish 
House, 243 O'Farrell St., San Francisco, 954-0777, 
www.johnnyfoleys.com. 

F!#&ing Free Fridays: Even your worst ex can't 
take away your ability to laugh at yourself when 
EndGames Improv riffs on “Your F!#&ed Up Rela- 
tionship” every week. Fridays, 10:30 p.m., free, 
freecomedyfridays.eventbrite.com. Lost Weekend 
Video, 1034 Valencia St., San Francisco, 643-3373, 
www.lostweekendvideo.com. 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


Flash Fiction Funny: Joe Clifford, Steven Gray, John 
Haggerty, Scott Lambridis, Frances Lefkowitz, 
Meg Pokrass, and Robert Scotellaro read their 
contributions to the humorous ultra-short-fiction 
anthology. Mon., Nov. 25, 7:30 p.m., free. Pegasus 
Books Downtown, 2349 Shattuck Ave., Berkeley, 
510-649-1320, www.pegasusbookstore.com. 

The Future of Comedy Showcase: Starring Casey 
Balsham & Jeremy Curry. Sun., Nov. 24, 7:30 p.m., 
$15. Cobb's Comedy Club, 915 Columbus, San 
Francisco, 928-4320, www.cobbscomedy.com. 

Hannibal Buress: Nov. 21-23, $25. Cobb's Comedy 
Club, 915 Columbus, San Francisco, 928-4320, www. 
cobbscomedy.com. 

Harvey's Funny Tuesdays: Hosted by Ronn Vigh. 
Tuesdays, 9 p.m., free. Harvey's, 500 Castro, San 
Francisco, 431-4278, www.harveyssf.com. 

Hysterical Historical San Francisco: Holiday Edition: 
Humorous retellings of San Francisco history by 
comic Kurt Weitzmann. Sundays, 7 p.m. Continues 
through Dec. 29, $30-$40, comedyonthesquare. 
com. Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, San Francisco, 
433-3040, www.sheltontheater.com. 

In Other News...: Justin Alan, Frankie G., Aly Jones, Im- 
ranG., and Sean Keane riff on news topics. Fri., Nov. 
22,8 p.m. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia St., San 
Francisco, 643-3373, www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

John Hodgman: An evening of intellectual, gentle- 
manly humor with the author, actor, and Daily Show 
contributor. Sat., Nov. 23, 8 p.m., $32.50-$44.50 
advance. Palace of Fine Arts, 3301 Lyon, San 
Francisco, 567-6642, www.palaceoffinearts.org. 

Laughgasm: Andrew Holmgren hosts stand-up com- 
edy by Anna Seregina, Josh Argyle, Juan Medina, 
George Chen, and Johan Miranda. Bring Kleenex™. 
Mon., Nov. 25, 8 p.m., free. The Rite Spot Cafe, 
2099 Folsom, San Francisco, 552-6066, www. 
ritespotcafe.net. 
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The Layover Comedy Night: Tuesdays, 8:30 p.m., free. 
The Layover, 1517 Franklin, Oakland, 510-834-1517, 
www.oaklandlayover.com. 

The Mission Position: Weekly stand-up comedy 
showcase hosted by Matt Lieb, Matt Louv, and Kate 
Willett. Thursdays, 8 p.m., $10, missionpositionlive. 
com. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia St., San 
Francisco, 643-3373, www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

Nightlife on Mars: Free weekly comedy night with 
Nightlife on Mars (Ryan Cronin, Joe Nguyen, Adam 
McLaughlin, Red Scott, and Jeff Reitman) plus guests. 
Thursdays, 8:30 p.m., free, nightlifeonmars.com. Mur- 
phy's Pub, 217 Kearny St., San Francisco, 693-9588. 

The Oy of Sex: Love addiction is a laughing matter 
in this solo theater show (intended for ages 17+) 
written and performed by stand-up comedian Alicia 
Dattner. Starting Nov. 21, Thursdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through Jan. 18, $20-$100, aliciadattner. 
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Literature 


com. The Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia St., San 
Francisco, 826-5750, www.themarsh.org. 

Mark Pitta & Friends: Tuesdays, 8 p.m., $15-$25. 142 
Throckmorton Theatre, 142 Throckmorton, Mill Val- 
ley, 383-9600, www.142throckmortontheatre.com. 

The PM Show: Comedy talk show hosted by Juan 
Medina. Wed., Nov. 20, 8 p.m. Lost Weekend Video, 
1034 Valencia St., San Francisco, 643-3373, www. 
lostweekendvideo.com. 

Pre-Thanksgiving Adult Table Comedy Show: With 
Matt Gubser, Iris Benson, Cody Blaine, and Matt 
Lieb. Sat., Nov. 23, 8 p.m., $5-$7. Dark Room 
Theater, 2263 Mission, San Francisco, 401-7987, 
www.darkroomsf.com. 

The Purple Onion at Kells: Cellar Dwellers: Wednes- 
days, Thursdays, 8:15 p.m., $5, (415) 921-2051, 
purpleonionatkells.com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 
530 Jackson, San Francisco, www.kellsirish.com. 


URBAN TRUTHS AND TALES 


The Museum of African Diaspora, in conjunction with Third Thursdays in Yerba Buena, presents debut novelist 
Keenan Norris and Crystal Sykes in what is sure to be a lively conversation about race, class, and California. Winner 
of the 2012 James D. Houston Award, Norris’ novel Brother and the Dancer follows two young African Americans grow- 
ing up in the San Bernardino Valley — despite living only a few miles apart, they are separated by class, violence, and 
history; told in alternating chapters that barely intersect, their stories paint two starkly different pictures of the same 
place. Called “simply one of the most talented young writers around” by author Victor LaValle, Norris recently com- 
pleted a dissertation on the relationship between the American publishing industry and black American writers; he is 
editor of the forthcoming Street Lit: Representing the Urban Landscape, which includes essays and interviews that ex- 
plore both the spirit and trajectory of urban fiction and nonfiction from the 1950s to present day. 

Authors in Conversation: Keenan Norris starts at 6:30 p.m. at Museum of the African Diaspora, 685 Mission 
St., S.R Free; call 358-7200 or visit moadsf.org. Evan Karp 





The Purple Onion at Kells: New Talent Showcase: 
Wednesdays, Thursdays, 7 p.m., $5, (415) 921-2051, 
purpleonionatkells.com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 
530 Jackson, San Francisco, www.kellsirish.com. 

The Purple Onion at Kells: The Later Show: Wednes- 
days, Thursdays, 10 p.m., $5, (415) 921-2051, pur- 
pleonionatkells.com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 
530 Jackson, San Francisco, www.kellsirish.com. 

Secret Improv Society: Underground improvisational 
theater. Saturdays, 10 p.m., $17 advance, improvsoci- 
ety.com. Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, San Francisco, 
433-3040, www.sheltontheater.com. 

S.F. Comedy Showcase: Weekly roundup of local 
laughmakers. Sundays, 8 p.m., $12.50. Punch 
Line, 444 Battery, San Francisco, 397-7573, www. 
punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

Shipwreck: The comically erotic fan fiction competition 
sets its archery sights on The Hunger Games. Thu., 


Nov. 21, 7 p.m., $10. The Booksmith, 1644 Haight, 
San Francisco, 863-8688, www.booksmith.com. 
Stand-Up Comedy Showcase: With Danny Dechi and 
guests. Third Wednesday of every month, 7 p.m., 
free, dannydechi.com. Bazaar Cafe, 5927 California, 

San Francisco, 831-5620, www.bazaarcafe.com. 

Storking Comedy: Weekly stand-up routines followed 
by bonus interview segments. Thursdays, 6:30 
p.m., free, facebook.com/SylvanProductions. Stork 
Club, 2330 Telegraph, Oakland, 510-444-6174, www. 
storkcluboakland.com. 

Top Guys: Join Maverick, Goose, Iceman, and the rest 
of the iber-macho manly men as they soar right 
past the Friend Zone and into the Danger Zone in 
this comedic stage version of Top Gun. Through 
Nov. 23, 8 p.m.; Through Dec. 7, 8 p.m.; Through 
Dec. 14, 8 p.m., $20, sfindie.com. Stage Werx 446, 
446 Valencia St, San Francisco, www.stagewerx.org. 

Will Durst: BoomeRaging: From LSD to OMG: Tues- 
days, 8 p.m. Continues through Dec. 17, $15-$50. 
The Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia St., San Francisco, 
826-5750, www.themarsh.org. 


DANCE - 
PERFORMANCES 


Alayo Dance Company: Quality of Movement: 
Caribbean dance showcase combining excerpts of 
early work with two new premieres. Nov. 22-23, 8 
p.m.; Sun., Nov. 24, 7 p.m., $20-$25, cubacaribe.org. 
Dance Mission Theater, 3316 24th St., San Francisco, 
273-4633, www.dancemission.com. 

Ballet Flamenco: The mother/daughter dance team of 
Carolina Lugo and Carolé Acufia present Un Campo 
de Aire ... Es el Escenario (A Field of Air ... Is the 
Stage). Nov. 22-23, 8 p.m.; Sun., Nov. 24, 3 p.m., 
$20-$40, carolinalugo.com. ODC Theater, 3153 17th 
St., San Francisco, 863-6606, www.odctheater.org. 

Baxtalo Drom: International shimmying for >> 
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lovers of Balkan music, bellydancers, and burlesque. 
Fourth Friday of every month, 9 p.m., $5-$10, 
facebook.com/pages/Baxtalo-Drom-The-Lucky- 
Road/509158232438278. Amnesia, 853 Valencia, 
San Francisco, 970-0012, www.amnesiathebar.com. 

Brontez Purnell Dance Company: The Episodes: 
Choregraphic attempts to elevate the “repet- 
itiveness of the everyday” into transcendent 
rituals. Nov. 22-24, 8 p.m., $10-$12. CounterPULSE, 
1310 Mission, San Francisco, 626-2060, www. 
counterpulse.org. 

Let Us Compare Chronologies: Choreographers 
James Graham and Katharine Hawthorne explore 
time and space through movement. Nov. 22-23, 
8 p.m., $15-$30. Joe Goode Annex, 401 Alabama 
St., San Francisco, 561-6565, www.joegoode.org. 

LEVYdance: ROMP at the General's Residence: An 
old officer's home may seem an odd location for 
a dance event, but then ROMP — in which the per- 
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forming dancers interact with audience members 
seated at tables and in rooms throughout the 
building — is something atypical from the start. 
Nov. 21-23, 8 p.m., $40-$50, levydance.org. Fort 
Mason, 38 Fort Mason, San Francisco, 345-7500, 
www.fortmason.org. 

Mills Repertory Dance Company: shift: Mills faculty 
members and guest choreographers collaborate 
for “an evening that questions society's image 
of the dancing body and examines the changing 
relationships with some of the many structures 
around us.” Sat., Nov. 23, 8 p.m., $15-$18. ODC Dance 
Commons, 351 Shotwell, San Francisco, 621-0643, 
www.odcschool.org. 

Okeanos: A Love Letter to the Sea: Dancers and 
acrobats create a portrait of the ocean in this 
cirque-styled show by the Capacitor performance 
troupe. Saturdays, 7 p.m.; Saturdays, 8 p.m. Con- 
tinues through Dec. 28, $15-$30 (includes aquarium 
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admission), capacitor.org. Aquarium of the Bay, 
Embarcadero, San Francisco, 623-5300, www. 
aquariumofthebay.com. 

So You Think You Can Dance Tour 2013: Performers 
from the hit TV series leap off the screen and onto 
the Warfield stage for two San Francisco shows. 
Fri., Nov. 22, 8 p.m.; Sat., Nov. 30, 8 p.m., $52.50- 
$68 (11/22 show sold out). Warfield Theatre, 982 
Market, San Francisco, 345-0900, www.thewarf- 
ieldtheatre.com. 


FESTIVALS 


35th Annual Great Dickens Christmas Fair & Victorian 
Holiday Party: Families flock to this huge yearly 
recreation of Victorian London replete with costumed 
performers, gift shops, food, music, and all-around 
olde style merriment. Sat., Nov. 23, 10 a.m.-7 p.m., 
$8-$30, dickensfair.com. Cow Palace, 2600 Geneva, 
Daly City, 404-4111, www.cowpalace.com. 

BevMo Holiday BeerFest: If you've ever asked why 
trees should be the only things to get lit this 
Christmas season, then this holiday craft beer 
tasting event is for you. Thu., Nov. 21, 6-10 p.m., 
$45-$60. Fort Mason, Festival Pavilion, Marina, San 
Francisco, 292-3531, www.fortmason.org. 

Christmas in San Francisco Crystal Fair: The Pacific 


FRI 11/22 


Literature 


Crystal Guild presents vendors selling a “magical 
mix” of crystals, minerals, beads, jewelry, and 
related New Age items. Sat., Nov. 23, 10 a.m.-6 
p.m.; Sun., Nov. 24, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., $6 for two-day 
pass, crystalfair.com. Fort Mason, Conference 
Center, Marina, San Francisco, 345-7500, www. 
fortmason.org. 

Hungarian Film Festival S.F.: The Hungarian Film in 
San Francisco collective presents its second roundup 
of contemporary features, documentaries, shorts, 
and animations over three free evenings in SFSU’s 
Coppola Theater. Nov. 22-24, Free, facebook.com/hun- 
garianfilmSF. SFSU Campus/Fine Arts Building, 1600 
Holloway, San Francisco, 338-6535, www.sfsu.edu. 

Magic Makers Winter 2013 Queer Art & Craft Fair: 
LGBT craftspeople offer a selection of unique items 
for sale (e.g., leather body harnesses, ritual candles, 
magical ephemera) at this intimate bazaar that pre- 
fers its artistans to be “raunchy, witchy, and freaky.” 
Sat., Nov. 23, 1-8 p.m., themagicmakers.wordpress. 
com. Temescal Arts Center, 511 48th St., Oakland, 
510-923-1074, www.temescalartscenter.org. 

Patchwork Indie Art & Craft Festival: Hipsters fleeing 
San Francisco's rent apocalypse will find themselves 
right at home during this Oakland flea market full of 
DIY fashion stylists and pop-up vendors. Sun., Nov. 
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SWALLOW YOUR IDOLS WHOLE 


Under the Influence is a night where artists act out literary fantasies, imi- 
tating their contemporaries in the sincerest form of flattery and giving 
birth to new inspiration. Bay Area writers, poets, and storytellers channel 
some of their personal literary heroes to perform and create something 
wholly new. The four performers first will present a work by their idol and 
then interpret that voice to create something original. Watch writer and 
adult film star Lorelei Lee channel her inner Donna de la Perriere, a Bay 
Area poet and writer. Kevin Devaney of Santa Cruz’s Only Weekly Poetry 
Open Mic will perform while transmitting the spirit of spoken word poet 
Brian S. Ellis. The night also features Oakland’s Nicole Trigg becoming Jen- 
nifer Moxley and Miranda Mellis channeling both Marcel Proust and Nanni 
Balestrini. They're not exactly killing their idols, but perhaps allowing them 
to be reborn as a beautiful, fleeting mutant. 

Under the Influence starts at 7:30 p.m. at The Emerald Tablet, 80 
Fresno St., S.F. Admission is $5; call 500-2323 or visit emtab.org. 
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24, 11a.m.-5 p.m., free, patchworkshow.com. Jack 
London Square, Broadway, Oakland, 510-814-6000, 
www.jacklondonsquare.com. 

Third Annual CCSF Festival of the Moving Image: 
City College's Cinema and Broadcast Electronic 
Media Arts departments team up for a one-night 
microfest showcasing student works. Thu., Nov. 21, 
7 & 8:45 p.m., $6.50-$10, facebook.com/festivaloft- 
hemovingimage. Roxie Theater, 3117 16th St., San 
Francisco, 863-1087, www.roxie.com. 

The San Francisco Olympians Festival: Like the 
ancient myths that inspired it, this theatrical fest 
is epic — premiering 36 new plays over three weeks, 
each exploring Trojan War themes in uniquely differ- 
ent ways. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 8 p.m. Continues 
through Nov. 23, $10, sfolympians.com. Exit Theatre, 
156 Eddy, San Francisco, 673-3847, www.theexit.org. 


LITERARY EVENTS 


An Evening of Poetry: With Norman Fischer, Jane 
Hirshfield, Genine Lentine, and Zubair Ahmed. Fri., 
Nov. 22, 7:30 p.m., $10 suggested donation. San Fran- 
cisco Zen Center, 300 Page, 863-3136, www.sfzc.org. 

Anjelica Huston: On the eve of releasing her two-part 
memoir — A Story Lately Told: Coming of Age in 
Ireland, London, and New York (2013) and Watch Me 
(2014) — the celebrated actress takes the City Arts 
& Lectures stage in conversation with local writer 
Steven Winn. Mon., Nov. 25, 7:30 p.m., $20-$37, 
cityarts.net. Nourse Theatre, 275 Hayes St., San 
Francisco, 563-2463, www.cityarts.net/the-nourse. 

Barry Gifford: Having recently closed the door on 
his Sailor and Lula series of novels, the writer 
now turns to The Roy Stories, with a special guest 
appearance by Willy Viautin. Thu., Nov. 21, 7 p.m., 
free. City Lights Books, 261 Columbus, San Francisco, 
362-8193, www.citylights.com. 

Circulo de Lectores de Literatura en Espajfiol: 
Spanish-language book club. Fourth Tuesday of 
every month, 7 p.m., free. Modern Times Bookstore, 
2919 24th St., San Francisco, 282-9246, www. 
moderntimesbookstore.com. 

David Kulczyk: California Fruits, Flakes, and Nuts is not 
an account of locally sourced farming in the Golden 
State. Rather, the book's subtitle — True Tales of 
California Crazies, Crackpots, and Creeps — tells its 
real story, as Kulczyk profiles almost 50 eccentrics, 
oddballs, and outcasts including Ed Wood, Jack 
Parsons, and Grizzly Adams. Sun., Nov. 24, 1p.m., 
free. Book Passage, 51 Tamal Vista, Corte Madera, 
927-0960, www.bookpassage.com. 

Flash Fiction Funny: Joe Clifford, Steven Gray, John 
Haggerty, Scott Lambridis, Frances Lefkowitz, 
Meg Pokrass, and Robert Scotellaro read their 
contributions to the humorous ultra-short-fiction 
anthology. Mon., Nov. 25, 7:30 p.m., free. Pegasus 
Books Downtown, 2349 Shattuck Ave., Berkeley, 
510-649-1320, www.pegasusbookstore.com. 

The Hidden Lamp Book Celebration: Editors Florence 
Caplow and Sue Moon féte the launch of their book The 
Hidden Lamp, a collection of 100 koans and teaching 
stories by Buddhist women. Sat., Nov. 23, 7 p.m., free/ 
donation. First Unitarian Universalist Society of San 
Francisco, 1187 Franklin, 292-4892, www.uusf.org. 

Karen Luk: The author/illustrator presents her book 
Steampunk ABCs at this costumes-encouraged 
event. If you own bifocal reading goggles, now is 
the time to wear them. Thu., Nov. 21, 5 p.m., free. 
Cartoon Art Museum, 655 Mission, San Francisco, 
227-8666, www.cartoonart.org. 

Keenan Norris: The author of Brother and the Dancer 
talks about literature, race, class, and geography 
in conversation with fellow writer Crystal Sykes. 
Thu., Nov. 21, 6:30 p.m., free. Museum of the African 
Diaspora, 685 Mission, San Francisco, 358-7200, 
www.moadsf.org. 

Kevin Sampsell: The Portland writer and Future Tense 
Books publisher reads from his new novel, This Is 
Between Us. Wed., Nov. 20, 7 p.m., free. Green Apple 
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Books, 506 Clement, San Francisco, 387-2272, www. 
greenapplebooks.com. 

Lyrics & Dirges: Tomas Moniz hosts readings by 
Charles Kruger, Monica Wesolowska, Airial Clark, 
Alicia Zakon, Carleen Tibbetts, and Angela Roberts. 
Wed., Nov. 20, 7:30 p.m., free. Pegasus Books Down- 
town, 2349 Shattuck Ave., Berkeley, 510-649-1320, 
www.pegasusbookstore.com. 

The Magnet Book Club: Monthly discussion of books by 
gay authors or featuring gay themes. Last Tuesday 
of every month, 7:30 p.m., free. Magnet, 4122 18th 
St., San Francisco, 581-1600, www.magnetsf.org. 

Michael McClure: Book release celebration for the re- 
issue of Ghost Tantras, a poetry collection originally 
self-published by the Beat icon in 1964. Wed., Nov. 
20, 7 p.m., free. City Lights Books, 261 Columbus, 
San Francisco, 362-8193, www.citylights.com. 

Paul Koudounaris: If you missed the author/photog- 
rapher's October appearance at Loved to Death in 
S.F., he now returns to the Bay Area to talk about 
his Heavenly Bodies photo book — a glossy look 
at ghostly, shrouded, and bejeweled European 
skeletons — ina place that knows a little something 
about bones. Thu., Nov. 21, 7 p.m., free. The Bone 
Room Presents, 1573 Solano Ave., Berkeley, 510- 
526-5252, www.boneroompresents.com. 

Paxton Gate Storyhour: Readings of chosen books 
for children. Thursdays, noon, free, 252-9990. 
Paxton Gate's Curiosities for Kids, 766 Valencia, 
San Francisco, www.paxtongate.com. 

Poetry at the 33: Monthly open mic with featured 
poet. Last Tuesday of every month, 7 p.m., free. 
3300 Club, 3300 Mission St., San Francisco, 826- 
6886, www.3300club.com. 

Porchlight Open Door: The storytellers at Porchlight 
host this open mic at which the best 5-minute story 
about the monthly theme wins $50. Last Monday of 
every month, 7 p.m., $5, porchlightsf.com. Hemlock 


Tavern, 1131 Polk, San Francisco, 923-0923, www. 
hemlocktavern.com. 

Ron Johnson: The S.F. poet reads from his recent 
collection, Once Upon a Time in Babylon. Sun., Nov. 
24, 1:30 p.m., free. Bird & Beckett, 653 Chenery, 
San Francisco, 586-3733, www.birdbeckett.com. 

San Francisco Grotto Writers: Three-Minute Reads: 
Grotto students get 180 seconds — but no longer — 
to share their work. Fri., Nov. 22, 6 p.m.; Fri., Dec. 6, 
6 p.m., free. Book Passage, 1 Ferry Building Ste. 42, 
San Francisco, 835-1020, www.bookpassage.com. 

San Francisco's Queer Open Mic: Monthly LGBT read- 
ings (and more) since 2004. Fourth Friday of every 
month, 7:30 p.m., donation, queeropenmic.com. 
Modern Times Bookstore, 2919 24th St., San Fran- 
cisco, 282-9246, www.moderntimesbookstore.com. 

Saturday Night Special: A monthly literary reading 
series hosted by the Writing Salon's Jane Under- 
wood. Fourth Saturday of every month, 6-8 p.m., 
free, 14blackpoppies.com/saturday-night-special. 
html. Progressive Grounds, 2301 Bryant St., San 
Francisco, 647-0103. 

Shipwreck: The comically erotic fan fiction competition 
sets its archery sights on The Hunger Games. Thu., 
Nov. 21, 7 p.m., $10. The Booksmith, 1644 Haight, 
San Francisco, 863-8688, www.booksmith.com. 

Under the Influence: Evan Karp hosts Nicole Trigg, 
Miranda Mellis, Kevin Devaney, and Lorelei Lee as 
they channel the spirits of Jennifer Moxley, Marcel 
Proust/Nanni Balestrini, Brian S. Ellis, and Donna de 
la Perriére, respectively. Fri., Nov. 22, 7:30 p.m., $5 
suggested donation. The Emerald Tablet, 80 Fresno 
St., San Francisco, 500-2323, www.emtab.org. 


MUSEUM EXHIBITS 


AND EVENTS 


Aquarium of the Bay. Otters: Watershed Ambassadors: 
The AOTB’s newest exhibit brings an adorable 


romp of North American river otters to Pier 39. 
Daily. Okeanos: A Love Letter to the Sea: Dancers 
and acrobats create a portrait of the ocean in this 
cirque-styled show by the Capacitor performance 
troupe. Saturdays, 7 p.m.; Saturdays, 8 p.m. Con- 
tinues through Dec. 28. $15-$30 (includes aquarium 
admission). capacitor.org. Embarcadero, San 
Francisco, 623-5300, www.aquariumofthebay.com. 

Asian Art Museum of San Francisco. In Grand Style: 
Celebrations in Korean Art During the Joseon Dy- 
nasty: More than 100 historical items depict Korean 
festivals, processions, and parties from the late 
14th century to the early 20th. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Jan. 12. Proximities 2: Knowing 
Me, Knowing You: The second show in the AAM's 
three-part exhibition focuses on cross-generational 
relationships in Asian families and cultures. Tues- 
days-Sundays. Continues through Dec. 8. Ina New 
Light: The Asian Art Museum Collection: A display 
of more than 2,500 objects from the museum's 
permanent collection explores the major cultures 
of Asia. Daily. Free with museum admission. The 
Carved Brush: 24 artworks by Chinese brush painter 
Qi Baish. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
July 13. 200 Larkin, San Francisco, 581-3500, www. 
asianart.org. 

The Beat Museum. Permanent Collection: Glimpse 
into the poetic, exuberant lives of Jack Kerouac, 
Lawrence Ferlinghetti, Allen Ginsberg, Neal Cassady, 
and other Beat Generation characters via original 
manuscripts, memorabilia, letters, personal items, 
and other ephemera. Daily, 10 a.m.-7 p.m. $5-S$8. 
540 Broadway, San Francisco, 399-9626, www. 
thebeatmuseum.org. 

Cable Car Museum. Permanent Collection: Located 
in a historic cable car powerhouse, the museum 
displays a variety of cable car gear, photographs, 
installations explaining how the cars work, and 
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several antique vehicles. Daily. Free. 1201 Mason, 
San Francisco, 474-1887, www.cablecarmuseum.org. 
California Academy of Sciences. Earthquake: Treat 
your senses to seismic overload in this exhibit that 
includes a walk-in Earth model illustrating plate 
tectonics, a recreation of a Victorian salon that 
shakes like two of San Francisco's most famous 
quakes, a planetarium show, interactive displays, 
and more. Daily. Cosmic Collisions: Planetarium 
show about crashing astronomical interactions 
ranging from meteorites and moons to entire 
galaxies. Daily. Fragile Planet: Float through the 
roof of the Academy's building, zoom through the 
atmosphere, and gain an astronaut'’s view of Earth 
in this Planetarium feature narrated by Sigourney 
Weaver. Mondays-Fridays. Animal Attraction: Exhibit 
about the wild courtship and mating strategies in 
the animal kingdom. Daily. Penguin Feeding: Watch 
as the Academy's flightless friends are offered their 
breakfast and lunch. Daily, 10:30 a.m. & 3 p.m. Coral 
Reef Dive: Scientists dive into the Academy's live 
coral tank and offer live explanations of its denizens. 
Daily, 11:30 a.m. & 2:30 p.m. Ssssnake Encounter: Get 
up close and personal with some of the Academy's 
scaly, slithering inhabitants. Daily, 3:30 p.m. Sharks 
and Rays: Learn about the Reef Lagoon’s residents. 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, 1:30 p.m. NightLife: Thursdays, 
6-10 p.m. $10-$12. calacademy.org/events/nightlife. 
Family Nature Crafts: Nature-themed craftmaking 
for kids 5-11. Sundays, 10 a.m. 55 Music Concourse, 
San Francisco, 379-8000, www.calacademy.org. 
Cartoon Art Museum. Sam & Max - Swift & Mirth- 
ful Justice: The Art of Steve Purcell: Exhibition 
of original comic art starring Freelance Police 
sleuths Sam (the dog) and Max (the rabbity thing). 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through April 20. 
$3-$7. Searle in America: Career retrospective of 
British cartoonist Ronald Searle. Tuesdays-Sundays. 


pilela- 





2? 


Continues through March 30. $3-$7. Grains of Sand: 
25 Years of The Sandman: Neil Gaiman's landmark 
comic book series gets a loving retrospective 
treatment with over 75 pieces of original panel 
artwork, Dave McKean covers, concept sketches, 
and more (including art from the new Sandman: 
Overture miniseries). Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through March 16. $3-$7. Karen Luk: The author/ 
illustrator presents her book Steampunk ABCs at 
this costumes-encouraged event. If you own bifocal 
reading goggles, now is the time to wear them. Thu., 
Nov. 21, 5 p.m. free. 655 Mission, San Francisco, 
227-8666, www.cartoonart.org. 

Charles M. Schulz Museum. Starry, Starry Night: 
Peanuts characters contemplate the mysteries of 
the universe in this exhibit of nocturnal comic strips. 
Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
April 27. Play Things: Toys in Peanuts: A nostalgic 
look at popular old kids’ toys as seen in Charlie 
Brown comics. Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Feb. 3. 2301 Hardies Lane, Santa 
Rosa, 707-579-4452, www.schulzmuseum.org. 

Conservatory of Flowers. Butterflies & Blooms: 
Hundreds of butterflies — including monarchs, 
swallowtails, painted ladies, and more — flutter 
among the flowers in an exhibition sure to please 
lepidopterists and botanists alike. Tuesdays-Sun- 
days. Continues through March 16. $2-$7. 100 John 
F Kennedy Drive, San Francisco, 666-7001, www. 
conservatoryofflowers.org. 

Contemporary Jewish Museum. Black Sabbath: The 
Secret Musical History of Black-Jewish Relations: 
An interactive exhibit featuring music and video 
recordings that illustrate the cultural influences 
shared by Jews and African-Americans alike, 
including performances in such genres as jazz, 
soul, showtunes, and more. Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays-Sundays. Work in Progress: Con- >> 
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sidering Utopia: Three artists — Oded Hirsch, 
Ohad Meromi, Elisheva Biernoff — examine the 
ideas behind Jewish communal kibbutzim via 
videos, photography, sculptural installation, and 
interactive magnet painting. Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays-Sundays. Continues through Jan. 20. To 
Build & Be Built: Kibbutz History: A look back at the 
birth and evolution of Israel's utopian communes. 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sundays. Continues 
through July 1. Drop-in Art Making: Weekly art 
workshops for kids and families. Sundays, 1-3 p.m. 
free with museum admission. 736 Mission, San 
Francisco, 655-7800, www.thecjm.org. 


de Young Museum. The Art of Bulgari: La Dolce Vita 


& Beyond 1950-1990: The jewelry maker merits an 
appropriately deluxe exhibit featuring over 150 
lustrous works from the latter half of the 20th 
century. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Feb. 17. David Hockney: A Bigger Exhibition: Q: Just 
how big is “bigger’’? A: It's the biggest exhibit in 
the de Young's history, featuring over 300 works 
by the British artist, including paintings, drawings, 
digital videos, and more. Tuesdays-Sundays. Con- 
tinues through Jan. 20. $25. Friday Nights at the 
de Young: An art-focused happy hour, with special 
performances and hands-on activities plus cheap 
admission. Fridays, 5 p.m. Free-. 50 Hagiwara Tea 
Garden Drive, San Francisco, 750-3600, www. 
deyoungmuseum.org. 


Exploratorium. Comfort Zone: Choreographer 


Benjamin Levy of LEVYdance helped create this 
interactive exhibit that uses a mixture of tech- 
nology and human movement to explore social 
interaction. Through Jan. 31, 2014. Jeppe Heim's 
Long Modified Benches: Sculptural seating by 
“experiential artist” Hein allows resting pedes- 
trians to interact in different ways. Through April 
1, 2014. Tactile Dome: One of the Exploratorium's 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


earliest exhibits — a pitch-black maze designed to 
heighten one’s awareness of the sense of touch — 
reopens at the new location after a slight redesign. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. $12-$15 (in addition to regular 
museum admission). Permanent Galleries: The 
family science museum's gigantic new complex 
is split into six separate gallery sections that 
focus on human behavior, senses & perception, 
biology, the environment, and much more — all 
with the Exploratorium’s famously whimsical 
and interactive features. Tuesdays-Sundays, 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Full-Spectrum Science: Exploratorium 
scientist Ron Hipschman lets you have fun with 
physics via hands-on activities and demonstrations 
that explore physical phenomena like sound, 
color, temperature, etc. Third Thursday of every 
month, 7 p.m.; Third Sunday of every month, 2 
p.m. Soundscapes: A series of artist-created audio 
experiments and interactive sound installations. 
Tuesdays, Fridays; First Sunday of every month; 
Last Sunday of every month. Continues through 
June 1. Saturday Cinema: Weekly thematic film 
screenings presented in the Kanbar Forum by the 
Exploratorium’s Cinema Arts program. Saturdays, 
12,2 & 4 p.m. Free with museum admission. Pier 15, 
San Francisco, 528-4444, www.exploratorium.edu. 


Fort Mason. Outdoor Exploratorium: Outdoor art and 


science exhibit. Daily. free. 38 Fort Mason, San 
Francisco, 345-7500, www.fortmason.org. 


GLBT Historical Society. Out of the Boxes: Historical 


Society Opens Archives of Pioneering Historian 
Allan Bérubé: Bérubé was one of the pioneers 
in the field of community-based gay history that 
emerged in the 1970s and early 1980s. The GLBT 
Historical Society has opened his papers for use 
by researchers. Daily. 657 Mission, San Francisco, 
777-5455, www.glbthistory.org. 


GLBT History Museum. Vicki Marlane: I’m Your Lady: 


Exhibit featuring photographs, video, and artifacts 
illustrating the life and career of the Aunt Charlie's 
Lounge transgender drag performer. Mondays, 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through Feb. 28. 
$3-$5. 4127 18th St., San Francisco, 621-1107, www. 
glbthistorymuseum.org. 


The Holocaust Center of Northern California. Letters: 


1938-1946: Letters selected from the center's 
archives that detail the harrowing danger of living 
in Nazi-occupied Europe. Mondays-Thursdays, 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 121 Steuart, San Francisco, 777- 
9060, www.tauberholocaustlibrary.org. 


Legion of Honor. Darren Waterston: A Compendium of 


FRI1/22 


Surf Film Fest 


BREAKING 


Creatures: These 12 color aquatints from the artist's 
portfolio A Swarm, A Flock, A Host: A Compendium 
of Creatures update the concept of the medieval 
bestiary. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Dec. 29. $6-$10. Anders Zorn: Sweden's Master 
Painter: Retrospective exhibit featuring 100 oil 
paintings, watercolors, etchings, and sculptures. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Feb. 2. Bowles 
Porcelain Gallery: Porcelain from England and con- 
tinental Europe. Daily. Matisse from SFMOMA: With 
its own home currently shuttered for renovations, 
the SFMOMA loans 23 of the famed French Impres- 
sionist's works to the Legion of Honor for a10-month 


The Save the Waves Film Festival is more than just a night at the movies 
— it’s also a good cause. Proceeds from the festival benefit two different en- 
vironmental nonprofits, the Save the Waves Coalition and World Surfing Re- 
serves. Both groups focus on protecting the coastal environment, with an 
emphasis on surfing areas. Not surprisingly, the films will appeal to surfers 
and ocean buffs, but anyone with a sense of adventure can enjoy the pro- 
gram. Standouts include Se7en Signs, a surf travel epic from director Nathan 
Myers that visits six different countries, and Old Dog, which offers a look at 
the history of surfing and surf culture in Chile. Local news watchers will be 
particularly interested in Martin's 5: Battle for the Beach. It chronicles the Sur- 
frider Foundation’s campaign to reopen Martin's Beach in San Mateo, which 
was effectively closed to the public when a wealthy property owner (venture 
capitalist Vinod Khosla) closed the only access road. Not cool, bro. Not cool. 
The Save the Waves Film Festival starts at 6 p.m. at the Victoria 
Theatre, 2961 16th St., S.E Tickets are $25-$50; call 863-7576 or visit 


savethewaves.org. Devin Holt 


© 2013 Philippe Bertho and Chalk & Vermilion Fine Arts, Inc. 


spell. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Sept. 7. 
100 34th Ave., San Francisco, 750-3600. 


Los Gatos Museum. American Bohemia: The Cats Es- 


tate in Los Gatos: A look at the literary lives of C.E.S 
Wood and Sara Bard Field, including home movies, 
audio recordings, rare photographs, books, letters, 
and more. Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
April 20. 75 Church St., Los Gatos, 408-395-7375. 


San Francisco Main Library. Digging Deep: Underneath 


San Francisco Public Library: Historical artifacts 
found at the library site, which was once acemetery 
as well as City Hall. Daily. 100 Larkin, San Francisco, 
557-4400, www-sfpl.org. 


Mexican Museum. An Inspired Gift: The Rex May 


Collection of Popular Art: Mexican folk art paintings, 
wooden sculptures, ceramics, glass, and textiles. 
Thursdays-Sundays. Continues through March 16. 
Free. Marina & Buchanan, San Francisco, 202-9700, 
www.mexicanmuseum.org. 


Museum of the African Diaspora. Keenan Norris: The 


author of Brother and the Dancer talks about liter- 
ature, race, class, and geography in conversation 
with fellow writer Crystal Sykes. Thu., Nov. 21, 6:30 
p.m. free. 685 Mission, San Francisco, 358-7200, 
www.moadsf.org. 


Oakland Museum of California. Peter Stackpole: 


Bridging the Bay: Black-and-white photographs 
chronicling the construction of the original Bay 
Bridge in the 1930s. Through Jan. 26, 2014. $6- 
$12. The Tree of Life and Death: Dia de los Muertos 
2013: Eduardo Pineda curated this nine-artist 
exhibit of altars and installations with a focus 
on life and death in humans and nature alike. 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through Dec. 8. 
Above and Below: Stories of Our Changing Bay: An 
interactive, multidisciplinary exhibition about the 
physical changes undergone by the San Francisco 
Bay over the past 6,000 years. Through Feb. >> 


— IN PERSON 


hilippe Bertho 


ARTIST RECEPTION 
Saturday, November 23rd 
6:00 PM — 8:00 PM 
RSVP (415) 956-0345 


Exhibiting works by Bertho, Chagall, Dali, Deyber, Erté, Francis, 
Fressinier, Hallam, Haring, Hart, Hofmann, Kondakova, Kostabi, Lalonde, 
Mas, Mir6, Murakami, Picasso, Rembrandt, Warhol and others. 


MARTIN+LAW RENCE 
—GALLERIES-—— 


366 Geary Street, San Francisco 


(Just off Union Square) 


WWW.MARTINLAWRENCE.COM 
GEARY@MARTINLAWRENCE.COM 


SHOWN LEFT: 


Agathe Lovignoux, hand-signed digital pigment print on canvas, 34 x 34 inches 
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23, 2014. $6-$12. 1000 Oak, Oakland, 510-238-2200, 
www.museumca.org. 

The Presidio Trust. Welcome to the Presidio: 
Two galleries — “Presidio Milestones” and “The 
Next Chapter: Creating a Future from Our Past” — 
illustrate the Persidio’s transition from a military 
base into a national park and beyond. Wednes- 
days-Sundays, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Continues through 
Dec. 31. Free. 103 Montgomery St., San Francisco, 
561-5300, www.presidio.gov. 

Randall Museum. Drop-in Family Ceramics Workshop: 
Each week the Randall offers drop-in pottery and 
ceramics workshops. Saturdays, 10:15 a.m. $6. 
Drop-in Science Workshop: Each week kids and 
parents can participate in artistic activities that 
illuminate some aspect of science. Saturdays, 10:30 
a.m. $4. Meet the Animals: Live presentations about 
the animals who live at the museum. Saturdays, 11 
a.m. Free. 199 Museum, San Francisco, 554-9600, 
www.randallmuseum.org. 

San Francisco Museum of Craft & Design. Jerry 
Takigawa: False Food: Exhibit of photographs and 
assemblages made using plastic consumer junk 
(e.g., soda bottle caps) often mistaken for food by 
animals in the wild. Mondays-Fridays. Continues 
through Jan. 19. 2569 3rd St., San Francisco, 773- 
0303, www.sfmcd.org. 

UC Berkeley Art Museum. Rebar: Kaleidoscope: 
A colorfully modular and interactive seating 
sculpture from the inventors of the parklet. Through 
Dec. 31, 2015. 2626 Bancroft, Berkeley, 510-642- 
0808, www.bampfa.berkeley.edu. 

The Walt Disney Family Museum. Water to Paper, 
Paint to Sky: The Art of Tyrus Wong: Retrospective 
exhibit featuring over 150 works by former Dis- 
ney artist Tyrus Wong, whose ethereal paintings 
influenced the iconic look of Bambi and other 
Classic family films. Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Feb. 3. 104 Montgomery, San 
Francisco, 345-6800, www.waltdisney.org. 

Yerba Buena Center for the Arts. Kota Ezawa: 
Boardwalk: A 2-D recreation of the Funtown Pier 
boardwalk and amusement park in Seaside Heights, 
NJ — the destruction of which became an iconic 
image of Hurricane Sandy's wrath — constructed 
in the YBCA’s Third Street courtyard. Through Nov. 
30, 2015. Free. Dissident Futures: Group exhibit of- 
fering multiple perspectives on possible alternate/ 
utopian futures. Thursdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Jan. 26. $8-$10. Films by Fassbender: 
10-film retrospective of provocative German 
director Rainer Werner Fassbinder; see the YBCA 
website for titles and showtimes. Thursdays, 
Saturdays, Sundays. Continues through Dec. 21. 
$8-$10. 701 Mission, San Francisco, 978-2787, 
www.ybca.org. 


TALKS 


Anjelica Huston: On the eve of releasing her two-part 
memoir — A Story Lately Told: Coming of Age in 
Ireland, London, and New York (2013) and Watch Me 
(2014) — the celebrated actress takes the City Arts 
& Lectures stage in conversation with local writer 
Steven Winn. Mon., Nov. 25, 7:30 p.m., $20-$37, 
cityarts.net. Nourse Theatre, 275 Hayes St., San 
Francisco, 563-2463, www.cityarts.net/the-nourse. 

Emperor Norton's Time Machine: Local historian 
Joseph Amster inhabits the role of Emperor Norton 
as he invites the audience to revisit the latter half 
of the 19th century in San Francisco. Tue., Nov. 26, 
7:30 p.m., $5. St. Philip's Church, 725 Diamond, San 
Francisco, 282-0141, www.saintphilipparish.org. 

Keenan Norris: The author of Brother and the Dancer 
talks about literature, race, class, and geography 
in conversation with fellow writer Crystal Sykes. 
Thu., Nov. 21, 6:30 p.m., free. Museum of the African 
Diaspora, 685 Mission, San Francisco, 358-7200, 
www.moadsf.org. 

Robert Reich: The UC Berkeley professor takes a hard 
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look at wealth inequality in the United States. Wed., 
Nov. 20, 6 p.m., $10-$45, commonwealthclub.org. 
The Fairmont Hotel, 950 Mason, San Francisco, 
866-540-4491, www.fairmont.com/sanfrancisco. 

Thom Hartmann: The country's most popular pro- 
gressive radio host discusses his book The Crash 
of 2016: The Plot to Destroy America - and What 
We Can Do to Stop It. Thu., Nov. 21, noon, $7-$20. 
Commonwealth Club, 595 Market, San Francisco, 
597-6700, www.commonwealthclub.org. 

West Coast Live: Weekly radio show featuring local 
and touring acts including authors, musicians, and 
comedians, with host Sedge Thomson. Saturdays, 10 
a.m., $15-$18, 664-9500, www.wcl.org. Multiple San 
Francisco Locations, multiple addresses. 


THEATER 


Adventures of a Black Girl: Traveling While Black: 
Edris Cooper-Anifowoshe solo performance based 
on her travels through Europe, the Americas, 
and Africa. Fridays, Saturdays, 8 p.m. Continues 
through Nov. 23, $5-$15. EastSide Arts Alliance, 
2277 International, Oakland, 510-533-6629, www. 
eastsideartsalliance.com. 

Arlington: Jackson Gay directs the world premiere 
of this new musical by playwright/novelist Victor 
Lodato and composer Polly Pen. Tuesdays-Sun- 
days. Continues through Dec. 8, $20-$60. Magic 
Theatre, Fort Mason, Bldg. D, Marina & Buchanan, 
San Francisco, 441-8822, www.magictheatre.org. 

The Barbary Coast Revue: A musical time machine 
back to the bawdy old days of San Francisco's 
Barbary Coast. Wednesdays, 9 p.m. Continues 
through Dec. 18, $20, barbarycoastrevue.com. 
The Stud, 399 Ninth St., San Francisco, 863-6623, 
www.studsf.com. 

Be Bop Baby: A Musical Memoir: Margo Hall's youth 
is given a jazzy theatrical spin in this brand new 
musical featuring a live score by the Marcus Shelby 
Orchestra. Through Nov. 21, 7 p.m.; Through Nov. 23, 
8 p.m., $15-$70, zspace.org/new-work/BeBopBaby. 
Z Space Studio, 450 Florida, San Francisco, 626- 
0453, WWw.zspace.org. 

Beach Blanket Babylon Seasonal Extravaganza: 
Special holiday version of Steve Silver's pop-cul- 
ture-skewering musical revue, complete with tap 
dancing Christmas trees. Wednesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Dec. 28, $25-$159, beachblanket- 
babylon.com. Club Fugazi, 678 Green, San Francisco, 
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Gallery Exhibit 
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and Jeremiah Jenkins 


421-4222, www.beachblanketbabylon.com. 

Best of the 2013 San Francisco Fringe Festival: 
Replays of four popular short plays from this year’s 
theatrical cavalcade. Fridays, Saturdays, 8 p.m. 
Continues through Nov. 23, $15-$25, sffringe.org. 
Exit Theatre, 156 Eddy, San Francisco, 673-3847, 
www.theexit.org. 

Can You Dig It? The ‘60s - Back Down East 14th: 
90-minute autobiographical solo show by Don Reed. 
Saturdays, 8:30 p.m.; Sundays, 7 p.m. Continues 
through Dec. 15, $20-$50, themarsh.org. The Marsh 
Berkeley, 2120 Allston, Berkeley, 510-704-8291, 
www.themarsh.org. 

Foodies! The Musical: A musical comedy revue of 
songs and sketches that take a humorous look at the 
current food scene. Fridays, Saturdays, 8 p.m., $34, 
foodiesthemusical.com. Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, 
San Francisco, 433-3040, www.sheltontheater.com. 

Friends: Live!: Grab a cuppa joe-to-go from Cen- 
tral Perk and then hit this drag re-enactment of 
era-defining ‘90s sitcom Friends, with Heklina, 
D'Arcy Drollinger, Leigh Crow, Nancy French, Gerri 
Lawlor, and Steven LeMay filling in for Joey, Rachel, 
Phoebe, and the rest of the crew. Through Nov. 21, 7 
&9p.m., $20, trannyshack.com. Rebel, 1760 Market, 
San Francisco, 431-4202. 

The Gershwins’ Porgy and Bess: Broadway musical 
revival starring Nathaniel Stampley and Alicia 
Hall Moran in the title roles. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Dec. 8. Golden Gate Theatre, 1 
Taylor, San Francisco, 551-2000, www.shnsf.com. 

Hedwig and the Angry Inch: The comical and rocking 
LGBT musical favorite. Wednesdays-Saturdays, $15- 
$39. Boxcar Playhouse, 505 Natoma, San Francisco, 
776-1747, www.boxcartheatre.org. 

Jacob Marley's Christmas Carol: Ebenezer Scrooge's 
late business partner takes center stage in this 
re-envisioning of the classic Dickens story. Starting 
Nov. 21, Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Dec. 
22, $37-$58. Marin Theatre Company, 397 Miller, Mill 
Valley, 388-5200, www.marintheatre.org. 

The Jewelry Box: A Genuine Christmas Story: Brian 
Copeland tries to find the perfect holiday gift for 
his mother in this family friendly solo show set in 
1970s Oakland. Fridays, 8 p.m.; Saturdays, 5 p.m.; 
Thursdays, 8 p.m. Continues through Dec. 28. The 
Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia St., San Francisco, 
826-5750, www.themarsh.org. 

Monday Night Marsh: Musicians, actors, performance 


SURVIVAL OF THE SATIRIST 


All too often an exhibit is described as “important,” but rarely are viewers 
warned that “people who do not see this show will die.” Survivalists list food, 
water, shelter, and fire as necessities when the shit eventually hits the fan, 
Survival Guide’ is pitched as a how-to for remain- 
ing among the living, demonstrated through photos, mixed-media, video, 
and performance. But photos show Jenkins hiking a (well-beaten) trail and, 
although he carries shelter on his back like any capable outdoorsman, his is a 
dollhouse. Armed with a bow and arrow and a backwoods swagger, Jenkins 
stands over his prize: a sirloin steak, still encased in plastic, an arrow pro- 
truding dead center. One shot, one kill. He says, “My objects are a catalyst for 
discovering the way the world is and it turns out, the world is a pretty funny 
place,” and the curator clarifies that the show “will be socially and politically 
satirical,” so no need to take notes. A master of the elements, Jenkins has 
wrestled mud (not mud wrestled) and won, at the San Francisco Art Insti- 
tute, where he earned his MFA, but based on his cache — feather knives, 
baseball grenades, and a Swiss Army knife cut out of cardstock — you proba- 
bly wouldn’t want him on your team in the zombie apocalypse. 

“Survival Guide” starts at 7 p.m. and continues through Jan. 4 at 
Ever Gold Gallery, 441 O'Farrell St., S.F. Free; call 796-3676 or visit 
evergoldgallery.com. Michael Singman-Aste 


artists, and others take the stage at this regular 
staging of works in progress. Mondays, $7. The 
Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia St., San Francisco, 
826-5750, www.themarsh.org. 

My Beautiful Laundrette: Playwrights Andy Graham 
and Roger Parsley adapted Hanif Kureishi's movie 
script (the 1985 film version of which starred a 
young Daniel Day-Lewis) for this U.S. stage pre- 
miere. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 8 p.m.; Sundays, 
2 p.m. Continues through Dec. 22, $25-$45. New 
Conservatory Theatre Center, 25 Van Ness, San 
Francisco, 861-8972, www.nctcsf.org. 

Noises Off: Revival of Michael Frayn's behind-the- 
stage-curtain theatrical farce. Starting Nov. 21, 
Thursdays-Saturdays, 8 p.m. Continues through 
Jan. 25, $26-$38. Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, San 
Francisco, 433-3040, www.sheltontheater.com. 

The Oy of Sex: Love addiction is a laughing matter 
in this solo theater show (intended for ages 
17+) written and performed by stand-up co- 
median Alicia Dattner. Starting Nov. 21, Thurs- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 18, 


MON 11/25 


Artist Lecture 


BEHIND THE PAINT 


$20-$100, aliciadattner.com. The Marsh The- 
ater, 1062 Valencia St., San Francisco, 826-5750, 
www.themarsh.org. 

Peter and the Starcatcher: This musical theater 
prequel to Peter Pan— based on the book co-written 
by humorist Dave Barry and adventure writer Ridley 
Pearson — tells the origin story behind J.M. Barrie's 
famous Never Never Land hero. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Dec. 1, peterandthestarcatcher. 
com. Curran Theatre, 445 Geary, San Francisco, 
551-2000, www.shnsf.com. 

Peter/Wendy: West Coast premiere of a minimalist 
retelling/reimagining of the Peter Pan story, 
featuring a musical score written by indietronic 
collage band The Books. Thursdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Dec. 15, $15-$33. The Custom 
Made Theatre Co., 1620 Gough St., San Francisco, 
798-2682, www.custommade.org. 

The Pianist of Willesden Lane: Classical concert 
pianist Mona Golabek stars in this one-woman play 
— based on the life of her own musical mother — set 
in the dark days of Nazi Europe. Wednesdays-Sun- 
days. Continues through Dec. 8, $29-$89. Berkeley 
Repertory’s Thrust Stage, 2025 Addison, Berkeley, 
www.berkeleyrep.org. 

The San Francisco Olympians Festival: Like the 
ancient myths that inspired it, this theatrical fest 
is epic — premiering 36 new plays over three weeks, 
each exploring Trojan War themes in uniquely 
different ways. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 8 p.m. 
Continues through Nov. 23, $10, sfolympians.com. 
Exit Theatre, 156 Eddy, San Francisco, 673-3847, 
www.theexit.org. 

Shocktoberfest 14: Jack the Ripper - An Evening 
of Horror, Madness, Spanking, and Song: The 
Thrillpeddlers visit Victorian London for a mur- 
derously entertaining spectacle of black comedy, 
blue humor, and bloody horrorshow theatrics — oh, 
and a few ribald spanking scenes as well — in their 
latest Halloween season show. Thursdays-Satur- 
days, 8 p.m. Continues through Nov. 23, $25-$25, 
thrillpeddlers.com. The Hypnodrome, 575 10th St., 
San Francisco, 377-4202, www.thrillpeddlers.com. 

Solo Sundays: A monthly showcase of solo perfor- 
mances. Last Sunday of every month, 7 p.m., $12. 
Stage Werx 446, 446 Valencia St, San Francisco, 
www.stagewerx.org. 

Underneath the Lintel: A dramatic literary mystery 
starring David Strathairn. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Nov. 23, $20+. American Con- 
servatory Theater (A.C.T.), 415 Geary, San Francisco, 
749-2228, www.act-sf.org/site/PageServer. 


Earlier this year, painter and sculptor Brad Kahihamer was one of a select 
number of artists asked to co-star with Jay-Z in the singer’s “Picasso Baby” 
video, filmed at New York’s Pace Gallery. Kahlhamer, who was photo- 
graphed and interviewed by Vogue afterward, is a celebrity himself in many 
ways — invited by institutions like Yale and the Chicago Art Institute to lec- 
ture or make art; awarded honors by the likes of the Joan Mitchell Founda- 
tion; and welcomed by galleries around the world to exhibit his work, which 
features flurries of evocative scenes incorporating Native American themes. 
Kahlhamer is also an acclaimed guitarist with a voice that resonates with a 
twangy soul. As part of a visiting fellowship at the San Francisco Art Insti- 
tute, Kahlhamer is giving a free public talk. Art students will crowd into the 
Institute’s lecture hall to hear Kahlhamer speak, but Kahlhamer’s ideas 
about art, music, and American history will resonate with anyone who has 
even a faint appreciation for those subjects. 

Brad Kahlhamer gives a public talk at 7:30 p.m. at the San Francisco 
Art Institute, 800 Chestnut St., S.F. Free; call 771-7020 or visit sfai.edu. 


Jonathan Curiel 
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SP Bay Guardian Presents. 


future retro .4 


An evening of bedazzled dancing, interactive-art media, and imagining the past as seen from the future 


IN Celebration of tne soecial exhibitions 


Ine Art of Bulgari: La Dolce Vita & Beyond 
and David Hockney: A BIGger EXxNIoOmon 


INTERACTIVE 
oTENTV OE 
IPAD PAINTING 
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sco ms”™ . DIY JEWELRY FROM 6-7:30PM MAKEUP 


MAKING ARTISTRY 
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WHILE SUPPLIES LAST FROM 6-8PM 


Plus, learn more about David Hockney’s fascinating theory on the Old Masters’ use of optical 
devices during a panel discussion with Lawrence Weschler, Charles Falco, Lauren Bon, and others. 
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Aston Hotels & Resorts have something for everyone 








or over 65 years, Aston 
Hotels & Resorts has 
been a leading provider of 
hotels, condominium resorts, 
villas and cottages with 
27 properties across four 
beautiful Hawaiian Islands, 
South Lake Tahoe, Lake Las 
Vegas and Orlando. Aston 
offers a wide selection of 
choices to fit any lifestyle, 
taste and budget, and strives 
to provide something for 
everyone, from guests seeking 
a luxurious resort experience, 
to travelers seeking 
modest accommodations 
fit for the whole family. 


Many Aston properties are 
located in Hawaii, one of 
the world’s most sought 


after vacation destinations. 
The allure of white-sand 
beaches, year-round 
sunshine and the pristine 
beauty of nature attracts 
vacation-goers seeking a 
relaxing and unforgettable 
getaway. With a variety of 
accommodations located 
across four major Hawaiian 
Islands, Aston provides 
guests with the luxury of 
choosing a destination that 
will suit any vacation spirit. 


Aston Waikiki Sunset 
(Waikiki, Oahu): Spacious 
suites with full kitchens 
and separate bedrooms 
and living areas make this 
condominium resort an ideal 
choice for family vacations. 
Located just over one block 
from world-famous Waikiki 
Beach, this family-friendly 
resort offers the comforts 
of home while on vacation, 
spectacular views and close 
proximity to Waikiki’s best 


restaurants, activities and 
ocean fun. Winter rates start 
as low as $151*/night. 


Aston at the Waikiki Banyan 
(Waikiki, Oahu): Located just 
over a block from Waikiki 
Beach, Aston at the Waikiki 
Banyan combines spacious 
accommodations with a great 
location near Waikiki’s best 
attractions and activities. This 
family-friendly condominium 
resort boasts the largest 
recreational deck in Waikiki, 
offering added amenities such 
as a heated swimming pool, 
jet spas, barbeque facilities 
and a tennis court. Guests 
can relax in one-bedroom 
suites with fully-equipped 
kitchens, separate living 
areas and bedrooms, and 
private lanais with sweeping 
views of Waikiki, the Koolau 
Mountains, and the blue 
Pacific. Winter rates start 

as low as $146*/night. 


Aston at Papakea Resort 
(Lahaina, Maui): A garden 
paradise on the Kaanapali 
Coast, Aston at Papakea 
Resort is a picturesque 
oceanfront condominium 
resort nestled amid acres of 
lush tropical landscaping and 
expansive lawns bordered 
by flower-lined path and 
soothing koi ponds. With 
spacious accommodations 
ranging from studios to 
three-bedroom suites, 

Aston at Papakea Resort 

can accommodate any 

size group from couples 

on a romantic getaway to 
families. Spacious suites 
offer all the conveniences 

of home including in-room 
washer/dryers, fully- 
equipped kitchens and private 
lanais. Winter rates start 

as low as $171*/night. 


Aston Maui Hill 
(Kihei, Maui): A perfect 
alternative to more expensive 


Wailea super-resorts, Aston 
Maui Hill is a condominium 
resort boasting great ocean 
views and warm aloha 
service. This private oasis, just 
minutes from the premier 
resort area of Wailea, offers 
extra-spacious condominium 
suites with private lanais in 

a relaxed tropical setting. 
Guests can explore all that 
Maui has to offer with golf, 
shops and dining located 
nearby. Winter rates start 

as low as $186*/night. 


Stay with Aston and let us 
show you why we’ve been 
leaving lasting impressions 
for over 65 years. Visit www. 
AstonHotels.com or call 
866-774-2924 to book your 
dream vacation today. 


*Rate does not include taxes 
and fees. Some restrictions 


may apply. 
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CHRISTMAS % 
GIFT 


X00) Gawain Glatt 
STAY & GET A 38° 
NIGHT FREE 


OCEAN VIEW STUDIO 
NO RESORT FEES 


Payment in full at time of booking; Non-refundable; Valid Travel Dates: December 9 thru 20, 2013; January 7 thru 23, 2014; 
February 25 thru March 31, 2014. Valid Booking Dates: Now through December 19, 2013 


NAPILI KAI 


BEACH RESORT 


800.367.5030 | www.napilikai.ccom | Maui, Hawaii 


TERMS/CONDITIONS: Based on rack rate and availability at time of booking; minimum stay required; date/category restrictions apply; offers cannot be combined with 
any other promotions or applied to existing reservations. Travel must be for time periods listed. 
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Welcome to Napili Kai 


Beach Resort 


Celebrating Over 50 Years of Aloha 





elax amid the natural 

beauty and warmth of 
Maui at Napili Kai Beach 
Resort where you'll discover 
the amenities of a full-service 
Hawaiian hotel combined 
with the timeless tradition 
of Aloha. We offer boutique 
condominium accommoda- 
tions right on the beach in 
a peaceful, uncomplicated 
setting: low-rise buildings 
scattered over ten oceanfront 
acres of lush tropical gardens 


on one of Maui’s most beau- 
tiful snorkeling bays, Napili 
Bay. Whether your plan is for 
a romantic honeymoon or 

an active vacation with the 
whole family, our comfortable 
plantation-style accommoda- 
tions, unpretentious ambi- 
ance, and wide range of resort 
services will meet all of your 
needs. Once you’re at Napili 
Kai Beach Resort, the most 
difficult thing you’ll have to do 
is leave. 
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Fly high with Blue Hawaiian 











ow celebrating more 

than 28 years of service 
to Hawaii, Blue Hawaiian 
Helicopters is the largest and 
most successful aerial tour 
company in the state, and the 
only one that serves all of the 
islands: Maui, Oahu, Kauai, 
and the Big Island. 


Every year since 1998, Blue 
Hawaiian has earned the FAA’s 
coveted “Diamond Certificate 
of Excellence” for superior 
aircraft maintenance, which 
no other helicopter tour 
company in Hawaii has ever 
earned. Blue Hawaiian was 
instrumental in developing 
the all-new, ultra-quiet Eco- 
Star helicopter, and Blue 
owns the state’s largest fleet 


of these phenomenal 21st- 
century aircraft, which reduce 
noise impact on the ground 
by 50%. All Blue Hawaiian 
helicopters are equipped with 
the latest safety technology, 
including a state-of-the-art 
Garmin terrain-mapping 
system, emergency floats, 
and high visibility pulse 
lights. Other features include: 
air-conditioning; BOSE® 
noise-canceling headsets 

and two-way communication 
between guests and their 
pilot; custom-recorded music 
to complement the pilot’s 
narration; custom upgraded 
seats and interior décor; and 
a 4-camera, all-digital DVD 
video system. Guests can 
purchase a custom DVD of 
their flight directly after the 
tour. 


For information call 1-800- 
745-BLUE or visit www. 
BlueHawaiian.com. 





Go simple or extraordinary 
with White Orchid Weddings 








Aloha from across the 
sparkling blue sea! 


hite Orchid Wedding is 

thrilled to offer wedding 
celebrations, vow renewals, 
and now we are officially able 
to offer legal weddings for 
same sex marriages! Hooray! 
Known for our attention to 
detail and creative designs, 
A White Orchid Wedding is 
proud to feature the most 
talented individuals who com- 
prise our event team. Our full 
service staff, on site crew, culi- 
nary experts, floral designers, 
WOW design team to name 
a few are ready to assist with 


any and all of your desires. 
Our services are available on 
all of the Hawaiian islands. 


We have an array of venues to 
select from including a rustic 
old sugar mill, beachfront 
private estates, luau grounds, 
exotic waterfall locations and 
sO many more. Packages are 
available, however we prefer 
that each of our celebrations 
is custom fit for our most 
special couple. From simple 
to extraordinary, we are you 
team! Why settle for ordinary, 
make your event a day beyond 
your wildest expectations! 

For more information you may 
call our Hawaii office or one of 
our Bay Area wedding coor- 
dinators. Barbara Gerraty at 
888-240-9336, or Patty Flax at 
855-240-9336. 
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A Blue Hawaiian Eco-Star 
tours Kauai’s spectacular 
Na Pali Coast. 


“Blue Hawaiian is Hawaii's premiere 


helicopter tour company.” 
— National Geographics Ten Best of Everything 


“Blue Hawaiian is the 
Cadillac of helicopter 
tour companies.’ 


—Frommer’s Guide to Hawaii 2014 
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Escape the winter chill and warm up on Hawaii's breathtaking shores. Stay with Aston on Oahu, Maui, 
Kauai or Hawaii Island, and enjoy perfectly placed locations, spacious condominium resort suites with 
full kitchens, and true Aston hospitality. Discover more reasons to stay at AstonHotels.com/65Reasons 


Aston at the Waikiki Banyan Aston at Papakea Resort Aston Waikiki Sunset Aston Maui Hill \ (7, 
i ae yy 
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Highwire Act 


By Jonathan Curiel 


It’s one of the Bayview 
District’s biggest structures — as tall as 
the Statue of Liberty andas long asa 
football field. Located at Pier 92, the for- 
mer industrial complex — comprised of 
two connected grain silos — has stood 
unused for decades, which has allowed 
taggers to break in and bombard its inte- 
rior and exterior with wild lettering and 
symbols. The inside will remain a jumble 
of crude drawings, but the outside is be- 
ing transformed into an art project that’s 
as ambitious as anything ever done in 
San Francisco's southeast corridor. 

When it’s completed in late Decem- 
ber, Transfiguration will be one part 
Broadway light show, one part giant 
mural that uses colorful and surpris- 
ing shapes (including a cow’s head) to 
narrate the Bayview’s past and pres- 
ent. Like the Bay Lights project that, 
at night, has transformed the Bay 


Left: R.B. Morris Ill 


BAYVIEW'S BIG CHANGE 


Bridge’s western span, Transfiguration 
will turn Pier 92’s most expansive 
building into a must-see edifice. Even 
from great distances — including 
Highway 280 and Bernal Heights — 
people will be able to watch the struc- 
ture come to life during its nightly 
metamorphosis, when brilliant pat- 
terns will emerge from different colors 
of light. It’s artwork that pushes the 
boundaries of people’s expectations. 
And it’s artwork that’s highly collabo- 
rative — commissioned by the Port of 
San Francisco and the San Francisco 
Arts Commission; originated by a cut- 
ting-edge design team in Seattle; exe- 
cuted by a young Bay Area illustrator 
and street muralist; and influenced by 
longtime Bayview residents, whose 
stories helped inspire the images now 
going up at Pier 92. 

Transfiguration is adorning the 
facade of the taller of the two former 
silos. In the early 1900s, the silos were 
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ic 
» The Bay Lights of Bayview 
Photographs by Mike Koozmin 


an intricate part of the Bayview’s eco- 
nomic life. So too were slaughterhous- 
es, which is why the Seattle designers, 
Laura Haddad and Tom Drugan, in- 
cluded an image of a cow in the proj- 
ect. Also featured in Transfiguration: a 
heron’s head that resembles Heron’s 
Head Park, which is a short walk from 
Pier 92; quadrilaterals shaped like the 
birds that frequently flock overhead; 
and rising balloon-like hexagons that 
represent the Bayview’s potential, 
and are based on a resident’s poetic 
quote. During Haddad’s research on 
the neighborhood, she came across a 
longtime African-American activist 
named Essie Webb, who said of her 
neighborhood’s potential: “All the air 
came out of the balloon, and it just 
came to the ground and it’s still there, 
and it’s just waiting for someone to 
put some more air in and blow it up.” 
The closer you get to Transfigura- 
tion, near the intersection of Cargo 
Way and Third Street, the closer you 
can see the fine intricacies of the 
$250,000 project. “It’s this dynamic 
thing,” says R.B. Morris III, the base- 
ball cap-wearing artist who, with a 
team of friends, is implementing the 
design. “I'd already been two months 
working on the project when we came 
out here for the color tests, and I was 
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with one of my guys, and we were 
like, “Whoa, this is going to be seri- 
ously awesome.” 

On a recent afternoon, Morris 
was in the bowels of the tallest silo, 
inspecting the red, blue, green, ma- 
genta, orange, yellow, and black paints 
that his team is using to decorate the 
exterior. From the inside, the silos 
are labyrinths of dark passageways, 
stairwells, and rooms of faded glory 
that are filled, ceiling to floor, with 
overlapping graffiti. Besides taggers, 
thieves break into the silos to strip 
away its metal. The outside is what 


most desolate compared to other city 
waterfronts like Crissy Field. 

As art, the scale and lighting of 
Transfiguration put it in a league 
with the works of Christo, James 
Turrell, and JR — artists with big 
reputations and big projects that 
attract international attention. 
Transfiguration, though, is meant 
first for the Bayview. It’s local art 
as exclamation point. It’s art that 
says the Bayview — an area once 
epitomized by toxic naval shipyards 
— is now a central locale instead of a 
footnote or an afterthought. 


arttull circle theatre's 


Z0th anniversary production of 


A i 


directed by Donna Drake 
presented by the 
Napa Valley Performing Arts Center 
atthe Lincoln Theater 


really matters, though, and the last Biieliimiiie time iilivliisee 


weeks of November and first weeks 
of December are an ideal time to see 
Morris and his cohorts paint Transfig- 
uration as they dangle from the mov- 
ing platform that transports them up 
and down the silo’s facade. At the top, 
wind can push the platform around, 
and Morris and his painters say they 
“try not to look down.” 

Transfiguration will be up for at 
least five years — part of the city’s on- 
going effort to create more inviting ar- 
eas from waterfront spaces in south- 
east San Francisco that were basically 
off-limits to casual visitors. High 
fences will still keep pedestrians from 
entering the former grain silos, but 
Transfiguration should inspire more 
people to explore an area that feels al- 


Tichets/into - www. lincointheater.org 
707.944.9900 


PEACE OF MIND 


MATTERS 


Want to lock in safe, high fixed-rate lifetime 
income to supplement your retirement? 








A worry-free American Friends of Tel Aviv University Gift 
Annuity is an excellent choice. You'll be doing good while you’re 


Know Your Street Art ; : ete. ea, 

—— things simultaneously? Done in a style doing well, too — strengthening the future of Israel’s leading institution 
that has panache and verve? Paintings of higher learning and shaping Israel’s leaders of tomorrow. 
don’t usuall h the kind of critical 

Ta ke fal Seat ae ree eee Tae nae ae But our rates will change after December 31, 2013. 

iacheuetict tar wore Van levels Intact Gan bane That’s why it’s important to act now to lock in 2013’s high rates. 


cisco exhibit, “City Walk & Other 
Stories” at Caldwell Snyder, features 
some two dozen distinct pieces. The col- 
lection amounts to a trip down a very 


demand (and reward) 
contemplation. 


atc Kct Ma algeleceral 
12/31/13 
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The films of Federico Fellini, 
says Dutch artist Rik van Iersel, “teach 


that you can stand in the street and see 
it as surrealistic theater. That’s how! 
want to paint.” Which van Iersel does, 
creating layer upon layer of surreal 
dreamscapes. Fellini's Dream is the apo- 
theosis of van lersel’s approach, shoe- 
horning within its 4-foot frame 
numbers, squares, circles, splotches, 
scribbles, a faux Picasso, face doodles, 
and other shapes that are strange, silly, 
serious, joyous, and funny. All these 


Fellini's Dream ~ 
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delightful rabbit hole. 

In May, Bay Area painter Kenjilo 
Nanao passed away at age 83, leaving 
behind a body of work that, in its 
own quiet way, is breathless. Elins 
Eagles-Smith Gallery is exhibiting 
select Nanao canvases of the past 
two decades, and it’s a good thing the 
gallery offers a sitting area. Taking in 
a large abstract work like Blue Strokes 
and Squares, which is awash in waves 
of delicate brush strokes, demands 
relaxed contemplation. A one-time 
student of Richard Diebenkorn, Nan- 
ao married artistic traditions from 
Japan and the United States, settling 
into a style that emphasized basic but 
graceful shapes and symmetries. J.C. 


Rik van Iersel: “City Walk & 
Other Stories” 

Through Dec. 3 at Caldwell Snyder, 
341 Sutter St., S.F. Admission is free; 
392-2299 or caldwellsnyder.com. 


Tribute Exhibit to Kenjilo Nanao 
Through Dec. 14 at Elins Eagles- 
Smith Gallery, 49 Geary, S.F. 
Admission is free; 981-1080 or 
eesgallery.com. 
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And if you use cash to create your 


American Friends of Tel Aviv University Gift Annuity, 
a substantial portion of your annual payments will be tax-free. 


For a personalized no-obligation, 


confidential calculation, please call Ari Wein, our CFO, 
at 212.742.9038 or email awein@aftau.org. 


Give yourself the gift of peace of mind 


www.aftau.org/cga2013 
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The Revelations of John 


John Hodgman, like the rest of us, survived the Mayan Apocalypse. Now he must figure out what to do with himself. 


By Emilie Mutert 


Humorist, satirist, and 
former physical embodiment of the PC 
to Justin Long’s Mac, John Hodgman is 
going through a life change. Hodgman, 
known from his work as the Resident 
Expert on The Daily Show and as an au- 
thor — he wrote a trilogy of Complete 
World Knowledge, The Areas of My Ex- 
pertise, More Information Than You Re- 
quire, and That is All — originally 
branded himself the quintessential ex- 
pert on nonsense. But now he’s turning 
toward a more honest, straightforward 
brand of comedy. 

His latest special, Ragnarok, is a 
Netflix original and features Hodg- 
man, shoeless, lamenting the fact 
that they must have sold all the 
computers (why else would they have 
stopped asking him to make the com- 
mercials?) and revealing that he is a 
real human, named John Hodgman, 
who can’t help but enjoy a little Ayn 
Rand cosplay now and then. 


SF Weekly: What's this show go- 
ing to be like, how would you de- 
scribe it? 

John Hodgman: The show is 
called “John Hodgman Stars as the 
Famous American Humorist John 
Hodgman In: John Hodgman Lives.” 
The show I have put together over a 
year of performing my imitation of 
stand-up comedy, in secret in New 
York and in public for the rest of the 
country, in which I attempt to come to 
terms with the fact that the world did 
not end on Dec. 21, 2012, as I had a) 
predicted; b) expected; and c) secretly 
hoped for, and how I am choosing 
to fill up the rest of the time that 
remains to me and us. And one of the 
things that happened when the world 
did not end, I realized I needed to 
start from scratch. I was not writing 
any more books. I had no material to 
draw on ... for any other projects. And 
so I started scaring myself into creat- 
ing new material by doing it on stage. 
Consequently, the stuff that I've been 
talking about is a lot less artificial 
and a lot more personal. It’s not John 
Hodgman the Resident Expert, it’s not 
John Hodgman the Deranged Million- 
aire; it’s John Hodgman the Regular 
Person. And, I dare say, a very talented 
John Hodgman impersonator. 


Will you be wearing shoes? 

That’s a very good question. I will 
not be wearing shoes, I can promise 
San Francisco that. And it’s about 
50/50 whether or not I will have tak- 
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en my socks off on stage. That has to 
do to some degree with the tempera- 
ture of the theater. You know, I don’t 
like to be chilly. And then also, in the 
previous show where | took my socks 
off, I was wearing a tuxedo. And that 
is a nice contrast. But for this show, 
rll be wearing blue jeans. And blue 
jeans without socks just makes you 
look like a prosperous hippie. And 
that’s not what I want. 


Even in San Francisco? 
Yes, you don’t need another pros- 
perous hippie in San Francisco. 


Will the show be a good place to 
take a first date? 

Yes. I think it would be a nice place 
to go on a first date, because it seems 
like a beautiful location. You will hear 
not only me, but also the amazing 
comedian Scott Simpson, who will 
open the show. And then, I think that 
if you were taking a first date toa 
previous John Hodgman show, you 
might be accused of being a nerd who 
only likes fake facts about hobos. But 
this is a much more straightforward 
and open-hearted comedy show, for 
good or ill, in which I talk about the 
strange life that I happen to have 
led for the past several years, since I 
became an accidental minor televi- 
sion personality. But I am also just a 
regular human who is married and 
has two human children. And I will 
talk about those children for the first 
time ever in public, though in order 
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to protect their privacy I will pretend 
that I am talking about my cats. And 
there will be some singing and ukelele 
music involved. Ukelele is the music 
of love. Even if it is me dressed as Ayn 
Rand in 1980 playing the ukelele. 
Perhaps the most anti-romantic thing 
you can imagine, even still the ukelele 
spins a tune of seduction. 


You mention in your latest special 
that you get upset that people no 
longer recognize you from your 
role in the Mac commercials. 

I’ve learned to accept that life goes 
on. And the world doesn’t end, even 
when you hope that it will because 
your career is coming to a turning 
point. The reality is that whether it 
is the end of a commercial campaign 
that utterly transformed my life and 
that I enjoyed and loved very much, 
or whether it’s the end of a job or 
someone in your life dying or some- 
one in your life being born, there are 
all kinds of little Ragnaroks that force 
us to start all over again. And that is 
something that I am willing to accept 
now. That the world does not end at 
my command. 


Which are you finding you prefer, 
performing in character or as 
yourself? 

The character was always me. 
That’s why he was always named 
John Hodgman. Whether he was the 
Resident Expert, or the Deranged Mil- 
lionaire, it was always a heightened 
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exaggerated version of me at my best 
or my worst. It was always me, and | 
think that in part this new material 
I've been working on, which is the 
first time I’ve ever written specifically 
to perform material, as opposed to 
writing something for a book and 
then adapting it for the stage, is really 
about as bare as I can be. There actual- 
ly is a person named John Hodgman, 
and I am actually this crazy. And in 
many ways I bare myself, and I’m as 
nude as I’ve ever been on stage, which 
is to say I’m wearing shirts and pants. 
But no jacket, you know what I mean? 


How did you first realize you were 
funny? 

I think that it was — it’s a hard 
question to answer without sounding 
like an absolute monster. 


No judgment. 

It never occurred to me to do 
something with funniness. I always 
loved comedy, it was always woven 
into my interactions with my friends, 
because, let’s face it, I was a weird 
only child with long hair and a black 
fedora in Brookline, Mass., who liked 
Dr. Who and sucked on an asthma 
inhaler all day long. Funniness had to 
be part of my makeup or else I would 
have no friends. But it didn’t occur to 
me that it was going to be part of my 
professional life until I wrote a serious 
short story about persons with feel- 
ings for The Paris Review in the late 
1990s, in the previous century. One 
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of what I thought would be many se- 
rious short stories about persons with 
feelings that I would write. And when 
I went to an event and read it aloud, 
for The Paris Review, a lot of people 
said, “Wow, that was really funny.” 
And it wasn’t my intention to be, but I 
couldn't help it. A lot of the lines were 
funny. But I didn’t realize it when 

I was writing it. A kind of deadpan 
literary funniness, but funny all the 
same. For a long time my job was best 
described as literary humorist. I was 
there to provide not laughter, but low 
chuckles for the arched-eyebrow set, 
New Yorker subscribers, you know? 
But laughter is better. That’s the goal. 


Are you working on anything 
else now? 

Iam working on this show, this 
is the project right now for John 
Hodgman, both real and imagined. To 
be on stage and perform as much as 
possible. And it’s really exhilarating, 
having written a thousand pages of 
fake facts — not all of which were 
fake, some of them had some really 
personal confessions woven into the 
made-up history and nonsense — but 
this has been extremely invigorating 
to write specifically to say words in 
front of other people and make them 
laugh. I continue with The Daily Show, 
and I continue with the Judge John 
Hodgman podcast and column in 
The New York Times Magazine, which 
I also love, and in many ways is also 
an outlet for me just being myself as 
opposed to playing a role. But you 
know, we all reach those times in life 
where we thought we had it all set up, 
but we discover that we have to start 
all over again. And I’m seeking to find 
out what that next thing will be. And 
I’m lucky enough to do it on stage and 
drag you all down with me. And this 
particular show, without wanting to 
seem too depressing, is a product of 
the seeking of the next thing. And it 
isn't depressing, I dare say it’s funny. 
But that’s for others to say. I will say 
that I do dress as Ayn Rand as she 
dressed the year before she died. That 
may be the most important new thing 
I’ve found in my life, that my body 
may be inhabited by the deceased 
spirit of objectivist philosopher Ayn 
Rand from time to time, and that usu- 
ally happens on stage. 


John Hodgman 


8 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 23, at The 
Palace of Fine Arts, 3601 LyonSt., 
S.F. Tickets are $44.50. 831-2700 or 
palaceoffinearts.org. 
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KILL YOUR TELEVISION 


One to Judge 


The young woman next to 
me on the flight from D.C. to L.A. 
was downing screwdrivers like Rich- 
ard Burton. When she was done with 
one, she would raise her hand for the 
stewardess, waving her drink 
voucher. She had a bunch of them. 
“You want one?” she asked me. We 
got to talking, and before long I real- 
ized I was next to a goldmine of in- 
formation: She not only worked as an 
associate producer for Judge Judy, 
but she was tipsy and loquacious. 

I have been obsessed with Judge 
Judy for years. I watch all three 
broadcasts of her show daily. “Um 
is not an answer.” “Where did you 
think you were going, the beach?” 
“Don’t look over there, look at me. 
The cases are real. The people are 
real. And she’s a real bitch. 

I was flustered, unsure of where 
to start. “Man, is she that mean in 
real life?” was all I could come up 
with. 

“No, she’s rad,” she said. She’s 
also, apparently, 
very generous. 
Each Christmas 
she reportedly 
gives every sin- 
gle crew member 
and staffer a Visa 
card with a dol- 
lar amount that 
matches the year. 
This year means a 
bonus of $2,013. 
Judge Judy can 
afford it. It’s 
been pointed out 
that she makes more than all nine 
Supreme Court justices put togeth- 
er, but that’s being conservative. 
She actually makes $47 million a 
year. 

She doesn’t let people fight 
during their case, she doesn’t delve 
into juicy personal stuff unless it 
is relevant, and she doesn’t suffer 
fools. Why, then, is she so popular? 
I love bullshit, but she has no time 
for it. Why do I watch? 

If I dig down deep enough, | 
know it’s because she satisfies the 
part of me that likes to see bad 
guys get punished. It feeds the 
same morbidity that public hang- 
ings used to. The guy who tailgated 
another dude for blocks and then 
cut him off, causing an accident? 
The same guy we've all had to deal 
with at one time in our life? He’s 
hella busted. Judy will also tell him 
he’s unattractive, a loser, and unfit 
to have a driver’s license. So satis- 
fying. It’s Shirley Jackson’s story 
“The Lottery” in syndication. 

In fact, the public humiliation 
is so great that you have to won- 
der why people go on that show. 

I asked my flightmate that same 
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question. The answer, predictably, 
is money. You get paid to go on 
Judge Judy; she told me it was two 
grand, but I have since heard other 
numbers. If you are being sued and 
you can’t afford it, it’s a good op- 
tion. Producers spend time search- 
ing state court records to find cases 
that are pending, then they contact 
the litigants and strike a deal. This 
hadn't occurred to me. I assumed 
that everyone who was on the show 
contacted the producers first. 

Since the flight, I have been 
kicking myself for not asking more 
questions while I had the associate 
producer there. Specifically, what 
are Judge Judy’s politics? I’ve seen 
her on Larry King promoting gay 
marriage and decrying people who 
try to stop gay adoptions. “I was of 
course saddened by the vote here 
in California,” she told him, “as I 
was in the State of Arkansas, which 
was equally an affront to both 
common sense and in what I know 
in my role as an old family-court 
judge for 25 years is not in the best 
interest of children. ... 1 know so 

many same-sex 
couples who are 
wonderful par- 
ents.” 

Yet on her 
show she seems 
to have dis- 
dain for social 
programs, or 
perhaps (and 
rightly so) just 
those people 
who abuse them. 
Last week, there 

was a woman 
with seven kids who said she 
supported them all on Section 8 
and about $500 in Social Security. 
Right... She was getting money 
from somewhere, because she was 
suing a dude she bought a $2,000 
car from. Judy frequently bemoans 
the fact that our taxpayer money 
is going to deadbeats who appear 
before her, but being a family-court 
judge all that time, you have to see 
a lot of that. 

So is she a conservative? This 
is why I keep coming back. She’s a 
bitchy mystery. 

My pal was deep into her cups, 
as they say. She waved another 
voucher; the stewardess seemed to 
pause, to try and figure out if this 
woman would be the sort to shit 
on the beverage cart after one too 
many. They had a stare-off. Eventu- 
ally the flight attendant demurred 
and went to fetch another. My new 
friend rolled her eyes. I decided to 
support her thesis that the woman 
was being unreasonable. 

“Beauty fades,” I said. “But stu- 
pid is forever.” 


Katy.StClair@SFWeekly.com 
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Broken Circle Breakdown 
Not rated. Opens Friday. 

Felix Van Groeningen’s Broken Circle 
Breakdown portrays a kind of rela- 
tionship dynamic that isn’t often 
seen in movies, particularly American 
movies — so it’s fitting that itis a 
Belgian film, one which examines the 
influence of American culture and 
politics on the rest of the world. The 
picture jumps freely around the time- 
line of the relationship of punky tat- 
too-aficionado Elise (Veerle Baetens) 
and bluegrass-aficionado and wan- 
nabe-cowboy Dieder (Johan Helden- 
bergh, sporting the fakest-looking 
beard since Thomas Bo Larsen’s in 
The Hunt) as they come together, 
start a family, and lose it all. The 
soundtrack is wall-to-wall bluegrass, 
including several performances from 
Elise and Dieder’s band, and while 
there are intimations of A Star is 
Born-style strife — channeling Kris 
Kristofferson would justify Helden- 
bergh’s horrible facial hair, at least — 
Broken Circle Breakdown goes ina 
different direction, pondering 
whether a couple can survive under 
great emotional stress when they 
have very different ideas about reli- 
gion, and what it means to sing a 
Christian song like “Will the Circle be 
Unbroken?” when you have every rea- 
son to distrust the religion it glorifies. 
Van Groeningen’s camera is smitten 
with Baetens’ inked flesh, and the tat- 
toos are central to the film’s market- 
ing, but if the audience comes for the 
skin and stays for the music and the 
drama, so be it. Sherilyn Connelly 
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Nebraska 

Rated R. Opens Friday. 
The films of Alexander Payne (Election, 
The Descendants) routinely walk a fine 
line between exhibiting empathy and 
condescension for their characters, 
and with Nebraska, that balance 
swings toward the latter. Shot in stark, 
beautiful black-and-white that ampli- 
fies its atmosphere of gritty Midwest- 
ern austerity, Payne’s latest follows 
drunken, semi-senile Woody Grant 
(Bruce Dern) as he attempts — with 
the begrudging efforts of son David 
(Will Forte) — to make his way from 
Montana to Nebraska to cash in what 
he mistakenly thinks is a winning $1 
million mail-in sweepstakes award. 
This journey is interrupted by a pit 
stop at Woody’s old hometown, where 
the duo reunites with rube relatives 
whose hayseed idiocy is milked for 
scornful laughs. That’s also true of 
Woody’s wife, Kate (June Squibb), 
whose exasperation with her selfish, 
no-good husband presents yet another 
means for Payne to look down upon 
his protagonists. Dern embodies 
Woody with a scraggly loutishness 
that’s as amusing as it is quietly soul- 
ful, but there’s a nagging sense during 
his and David's encounters with locals 
— including Woody’s former business 
partner Ed (Stacy Keach), who buys 
Woody’s millionaire story and comes 
looking for a handout — that the di- 
rector is less interested in tackling is- 
sues of aging, regret, and familial 
bonds than in making his lower-class 
characters the butt of cheap jokes. 
Nick Schager 


The Hunger Games: Catching Fire 
Rated PG-13. Opens Friday. 
The seeds of rebellion take root in The 
Hunger Games: Catching Fire, an 
across-the-board superior sequel 
thanks in part to the stewardship of 
Francis Lawrence. Ditching predeces- 
sor Gary Ross’ ceaseless shaky-cam, 
Lawrence’s direction has a clean pre- 
cision that amplifies the mounting 
tension of his story, which initially 
finds former Hunger Games victors 
Katniss Everdeen (Jennifer Law- 
rence) and Peeta Mellark (Josh 
Hutcherson) attempting to maintain 
their phony romance in the media 
spotlight. While its portrait of celeb- 
rity as a powerful (and easily manipu- 
lated) tool of social change is given 
somewhat short shrift, the film none- 
theless maintains compelling focus 
on Katniss’ struggle with revolution- 
ary responsibility as well as romantic 
confusion, thanks to her competing 
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feelings for boyfriend Gale (Liam 
Hemsworth) and Peeta. Despite ably 
fleshing out Katniss’ inner conflicts, 
the overlong first half tends to drag a 
bit, with the pace picking up once 
Katniss and her fellow Games victors 
are forced to compete, again, by Presi- 
dent Snow (Donald Sutherland), a ty- 
rant eager to break Katniss and, in 
the process, quell a budding insur- 
gency by oppressed subjects who view 
Katniss as the symbol of their possi- 
ble salvation. A ridiculous skirmish 
with baboons notwithstanding, the 
eventual kill-or-be-killed Games 
prove thrilling, though this cliffhang- 
er-y second series installment thrives 
mainly because of the magnetic Law- 
rence, whose mixture of compassion, 
loyalty, and ferocity turns Katniss 
into a stirring figure of righteous — 
and, in a climactic shot that appropri- 
ates imagery normally reserved for 
men, Christ-like — heroism. N.S. 
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The denim jumpsuit continues 

to exist in the dystopian 
future. But Jennifer 

Lawrence wears it well. 
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growing up. (J.K.) 

The Armstrong Lie There once was a man who 
won the world’s toughest athletic contest seven 
times in a row, and also beat cancer, and presided 
invincibly over a vast empire of splashy fundraiser 


ETT) ustines 


Visit SFWeekly.com/movies for complete film listings 
*=Werecommend it. 


porn.” Then stars Adéle Exarchopoulos and Léa 
Seydoux gave an interview saying that shooting 
conditions were horrible and they don't want to 
work with director Abdellatif Kechiche again. 
That's unfortunate, because their amazingly rich 


cute haircut. (J.K.) 


Le Joli Mai French filmmaker Chris Marker and his 


cinematographer Pierre Lhomme are co-credited 
as directors of the 1963 documentary Le Joli Mai, 
and while Lhomme surely deserves that credit, 


SanFrancisco/SanFrancisco_Frameset.htm. 
Dark Room Theater. Bad Movie Night: Highlander 
2: The Quickening: Hosts Jim Fourniadis, Mikl-Em, 
and Dan Foley lose their heads over the sequel 
that left everyone muttering, “There can be — or 


ONGOING 


American Promise This remarkable documentary 
from filmmakers Joe Brewster and Michéle Ste- 
phenson chronicles a dozen-plus years in the life of 
their son, Idris, and his childhood friend, Seun, two 
black kids from Brooklyn who attend an elite and 
historically very white prep school on the Upper 
East Side of Manhattan. That opportunity sets 
up a great array of ongoing challenges, not least 
the unusual pressure of living up to expectations 
from parents who would record, for public display, 
your every effort to live up to their expectations. 
And society's. There's never not a lot at stake for 
Idris and Seun, bright and likable kids from the 
get-go who remain ever gracious about having 
been pressed into service as representatives of 
a grand statement on race, class, and parenting 
in today’s urban America. And, to their credit, the 
parents don’t bother with the vanity of presenting 
themselves only in the most flattering light. 
The scope of their effort is epic, but the scale 
is intimate; American Promise doesn't presume 
to solve persistent race-related problems within 
our education system, opting instead invitingly 
to explore them. Its scrutiny of Idris and Seun's 
formative years runs nearly two-and-a-half hours 
long, and not for a moment do we ever get sick 
of hanging out with these guys and seeing how 
they're doing. It feels like a privilege to witness 
and reflect on their achievements, setbacks, 
and even, ultimately, just the universal stuff of 


bracelets. He had some help from drugs, which 
means there's a story here about the human 
condition as a function of pharmacology, but 
documentary ace Alex Gibney prefers a study 
of personalities. Here he’s got several to choose 
from. There’s Lance Armstrong, of course, the 
one-time superhero of competitive cycling who 
now is banned from it for life. And there's the small 
army of Armstrong's various abettors, detractors, 
rivals, and inquisitors — including Gibney himself, 
who'd been working on a boosterish documentary 
called The Road Back, but, what with the big con- 
fession about doping and all, had to rework it as 
The Armstrong Lie. That narrative course change, 
from comeback to comedown, gives the film its 
juice, and Gibney knows it. He had unprecedented 
resources for gathering actual, rather elaborate 
Tour de France footage, but a better sense of his 
own personal production values comes through 
in the emphasis suggested by bracketing the film 
with Armstrong's Oprah-exclusive mea culpa. 
Obviously a driven and prideful man, Armstrong 
is a true competitor all right: riding aggressively, 
answering accusations vindictively, apologizing 
incompletely. As for the historical record of his 


legacy, Gibney's doc makes a good first draft. (J.K.) 


Blue Is the Warmest Color So here’s another male 


hetero critic chiming in on the greatness of Blue is 
the Warmest Color. | will at least keep it brief. This 
NC-17 coming-of-age drama from France, where it 
won the top Cannes prize, is based on a graphic 
novel whose author, Julie Maroh, complained of 
the film's “so-called lesbian sex, which turned into 


“SCARY, SUSPENSEFUL AND SHOCKINGLY INTENSE. 
IT’S QUITE A SPECTACLE, WATCHING 
LANCE ARMSTRONG LIE HIS ASS OFF.” 


-Peter Travers, ROLLING STONE 
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Matthew McConaughey has found the role of his career. 
What he does here is transformative. Jared Leto is flat-out 
perfect. Jennifer Garner is a radiant actress of rare 

spirit and sensitivity. Deeply moving.” 
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performances, given with such abandon and yet 
such exactitude, seem so effortless. Exarchopou- 
los plays an awkward teenager who meets an older 
art student, played by Seydoux, and discovers a 
devouring passion. Theirs is an urgent and volatile 
intimacy, the sort that can’t sustain itself yet can't 
help but forever affect the people who share it. 
So yes, the film contains long explicit sex scenes. 
Between two women. Whose relationship doesn't 
exactly work out. Life contains such things as 
well. What is the right way to make, and to watch, 
movies about them? There is more to this one than 
the sex — and, well, yes, there's also more sex, 
involving men — but it’s true that Kechiche’s basic 
framework is a well-established visual language 
of desire. But bear in mind that he spends most of 
the film's three-hour duration looking closely not 
at the women’s bodies but at their faces, where 
all the action really is. (J.K.) 

Dallas Buyers Club Having lost 40 pounds to embody 
AIDS activist Ron Woodroof, Matthew McCo- 
naughey may resemble a shadow of his former self 
in Dallas Buyers Club, but his outsized charisma 
— here colored with subtle vulnerability — is none- 
theless the spark that enlivens this tale of unlikely 
rebellion. Jean-Marc Vallée’s film commences 
in 1986 with redneck electrician-cum-hustler 
Woodruff screwing anonymous women at a Texas 
bull-riding event while one of the competitors 
dies — ominous foreshadowing for the subsequent 
revelation that Woodroof's promiscuity has left 
him with full-blown AIDS and, according to a doctor 
(Denis O'Hare), only 30 days to live. That diagnosis 
is met with resistance by Woodroof, who with the 
aid of transsexual Rayon (Jared Leto) combats 
the medical establishment (and its promotion 
of the drug AZT) by establishing a buyer's club 
where members are given access to medicine 
Woodroof imports from Mexico and overseas. 
Also charting Woodroof's waning homophobia, 
burgeoning relationship with a sympathetic doc 
(Jennifer Garner), and mounting conflict with 
the FDA, the film occasionally feels overstuffed 
with incidents that have been dramatized in dull 
black-and-white terms. Vallée compensates for 
that shortcoming by embellishing the action with 
quick-insert snapshots of quiet moments that lend 
necessary depth to his cast's characterizations. 
Ultimately, however, Dallas Buyers Club is McCo- 
naughey’'s show. Gaunt to the point of sickliness, 
the actor wields his trademark Southern-devil 
charm as both a weapon and as armor, all while 
layering his charismatic bluster with an anger 
that lends poignant weight to his portrait of 
Woodroof's fight for life and, in the process, for his 
— as well as other AIDS sufferers’ — basic human 
dignity. (N.S) 

How I Live Now Finally, a movie that asks: Why must | 
be a teenager in love in acountry under martial law 
whose capital has just been nuked? From Meg Ro- 
soff's popular YA novel, Kevin MacDonald's thriller 
stars Saoirse Ronan as Daisy, a surly American sent 
against her formidable will to live with cousins in 
some dull old English country house. It’s not all 
bad: The place is basically parentless, on account 
of mum keeping busy with death-toll forecasts for 
the impending third World War and related trips 
abroad, plus there’s a sensitive strong-silent type 
of about Daisy's age (George MacKay) who's really 
into falconry and allowing her to become smitten 
with him. That aforementioned war does become 
a problem, at least inasmuch as it separates Daisy 
from her beau, but Saoirse the survivalist, whom 
we may recall from Hanna, makes short work of 
this. Or, okay: long, kind of drawn-out work. In 
weird counterpoint to some cheesy cliches of 
teen rural-idyll romance, MacDonald stages a 
sufficiently harrowing odyssey for her to endure, 
although that too plods through its share of 
shopworn stuff. But the target audience probably 
won't worry much about whether there's a more 
effective way to split the difference between 
world’s-end anxiety and the possibly greater 
tumult of adolescent love. All the while Daisy's 
head is filled with a clatter of agitated whispers, 
but at least — and this might be a spoiler — there’s 
no trauma too great to disturb her heartthrob's 
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it’s no less a Marker film. The picture is a you-are- 
there, occasionally harsh study of the people and 
politics of France during the lovely month of May, 
1962, the first springtime in 23 years that France 
had not been at war (the concept of “not being at 
war” feeling terribly quaint in 2013 America). It's 
never less than fascinating, even though so much 
of it is merely French people talking about their lot 
in life. (Because of that reason, in fact.) Largely 
unseen since in America since its 1963 premiere, 
and newly restored and re-edited by Marker before 
his passing in 2012, Le Joli Maiis a missing link in 
both his oeuvre and in film history overall, a link 
that we might not have sensed was missing until 
we see how it fits in: Radio transmissions heard 
over views of the Paris skyline were clearly an 
influence on the Berlin of noted Marker admirer 
Wim Wenders’ Wings of Desire, for example, and 
knowing Marker worked on Le Joi Mai at the 
same time he was making his post-apocalyp- 
tic classic La Jetée sheds a new light on both 
films. (S.C.) 

Spinning Plates With Food Network's Into the Fire 
already to his credit, filmmaker Joseph Levy seems 
appropriately at ease infiltrating the communities 
that spring up within and around professional 
kitchens. He also produced the short film George 
Lucas in Love, and could be said to enjoy probing 
presumably alien worlds for familiar down-home 
comforts. Levy's likable doc Spinning Plates, which 
has taken audience awards at several film festivals, 
looks fondly behind the scenes at three very dif- 
ferent eateries: a 150-year-old family restaurant 
in lowa which burned down twice; a chic Chicago 
molecular-gastronomy hotspot whose famous chef 
nearly succumbed to tongue cancer; and a no-frills 
Mexican joint in Tucson whose humble proprietors 
just hope to stay afloat. Each has its own token 
of ambition — be it regionally superlative fried 
chicken, a third Michelin star, or the security of a 
little girl's future — and, accordingly, each has its 
own philosophy about the nurturing power of food, 
usually at least in part a function of endurance. 
Levy's structure raises some questions that will be 
naggingly familiar to viewers of similar multi-part 
documentary portraits: Why three, and why these 
three in particular? And, as if encouraged by the 
movie's marginally treacly score, his subjects do 
tend to speak in platitudes. But there's something 
truly delectable about how they've all let him 
in on their undeniably nourishing life's work. 
(J.K.) 


FILM SHOWTIMES 


Arthouse listings compiled by John Graham. 
To submit a listing (at least 10 days before issue 
date), e-mail film@sfweekly.com. 


4-Star Theatre. Sake-Bomb: San Francisco premiere 
of Junya Sakino’s road trip comedy about two 
young Asians — one from L.A. and the other 
“fresh off the boat” from Japan — on their way 
to Petaluma in search of a girl. Nov. 20-21. sake- 
bombmovie.com. 2200 Clement, San Francisco, 
666-3488, www.Intsf.com/4-star-theatre.html. 

The Castro Theatre. Godard Film Series: The French 
directorial legend is honored with a month of mid- 
week screenings that include Breathless (Nov. 6), 
Weekend (Nov. 13), Band of Outsiders (Nov. 27), and 
a special 50th anniversary restoration of Contempt 
(Nov. 20). Wednesdays, 7 p.m. Continues through 
Nov. 27. $8.50-S11. 9 to 5: Before Dolly Parton, Lily 
Tomlin, and Jane Fonda hit the screen in their 1980 
battle-of-the-sexes workplace comedy, Peaches 
Christ, Heklina, and Pandora Boxx pay drag tribute 
in anew stage production, “Workin’.” Sat., Nov. 23, 
8 p.m. $25-$55. peacheschrist.com. 429 Castro, 
San Francisco, 621-6120, www.castrotheatre.com. 

Clay Theatre. Oldboy: With the Spike Lee remake 
about to hit American theaters, you might want 
to see the original Park Chan-wook revenge 
film on the big screen one last time before your 
memories are altered by Hollywood. Nov. 22-23, 
11:59 p.m. $9-$10. 2261 Fillmore St., San Francisco, 
267-4893, www.landmarktheatres.com/Market/ 


at least there should have been — only one.” Sun., 
Nov. 24, 8 p.m. $6.99. 2263 Mission, San Francisco, 
401-7987, www.darkroomsf.com. 


Embarcadero Center Cinema. Blue Is the Warmest 


Color: French coming-of-age love story (based on 
the cult graphic novel) that won the Palme d'Or 
at the 2013 Cannes Film Festival. Daily. Dallas 
Buyers Club: Matthew McConaughey continues 
his run of challenging roles in this true-life tale 
of a 1980s Texas cowboy who's diagnosed as HIV 
positive. Daily. The Armstrong Lie: Documentary 
king Alex Gibney gets a front-row view of the 
scandal that led to Lance Armstrong's ignomini- 
ous fall from public favor. Daily. 12 Years a Slave: 
Chiwetel Ejiofor, Michael Fassbender, Benedict 
Cumberbatch, and Brad Pitt star in director Steve 
McQueen's powerful drama set in antebellum 
America. Daily. Nebraska: Bruce Dern and Will 
Forte star in a poignant Midwestern road movie 
shot in black-and-white by director Alexander 
Payne (The Descendants, Sideways). Starting Nov. 
22. Daily. 1 Embarcadero Center, San Francisco, 
267-4893, www.landmarktheatres.com/market/ 
SanFrancisco/EmbarcaderoCenterCinema.htm. 


Exploratorium. Saturday Cinema: Weekly thematic 


film screenings presented in the Kanbar Forum 
by the Exploratorium’s Cinema Arts program. 
Saturdays, 12, 2 & 4 p.m. Free with museum ad- 
mission. Pier 15, San Francisco, 528-4444, www. 
exploratorium.edu. 


Opera Plaza Cinemas. Blue Jasmine: Woody Allen's 


latest dramatic comedy, set in San Francisco and 
starring the inimitable Cate Blanchett. Daily. 
How | Live Now: Kevin Macdonald (The Last King 
of Scotland, State of Play) directs Saoirse Ronan 
in this adaptation of Meg Rosoff's YA novel. Daily. 
Le Joli Mai: 50th anniversary digital restoration of 
the 1963 documentary about Paris. Daily. Spinning 
Plates: Documentary offering behind-the-scenes 
looks at three very different American restau- 
rants. Daily. 601 Van Ness Ave., San Francisco, 
777-3456, www.landmarktheatres.com/market/ 
SanFrancisco/OperaPlazaCinema.htm. 


Roxie Theater. American Promise: This DIY documen- 


tary follows a middle class African-American family 
over the course of 12 years as their son tries to get 
ahead in a NYC private school. Through Nov. 21. 
Third Annual CCSF Festival of the Moving Image: 
City College's Cinema and Broadcast Electronic 
Media Arts departments team up for a one-night 
microfest showcasing student works. Thu., Nov. 
21, 7 & 8:45 p.m. $6.50-$10. facebook.com/festi- 
valofthemovingimage. Cinema by the Bay: After a 
fall season spent focusing on Hong Kong, Zurich, 
Taiwan, France, and Italy, the San Francisco Film 
Society brings it all back home for its fifth annual 
festival by, for, and about Bay Area filmmakers. 
Nov. 22-24. $10-$25. sffs.org. 3117 16th St., San 
Francisco, 863-1087, www.roxie.com. 


SFSU Campus/Fine Arts Building. Hungarian Film 


Festival S.F.: The Hungarian Film in San Francisco 
collective presents its second roundup of con- 
temporary features, documentaries, shorts, and 
animations over three free evenings in SFSU's 
Coppola Theater. Nov. 22-24. Free. facebook.com/ 
hungarianfilmSF. 1600 Holloway, San Francisco, 
338-6535, www.sfsu.edu. 


Swedish American Hall. Thomas Dolby: The Invisible 


Lighthouse Live: The synth-pop pioneer turns 
his attention to film for this transmedia event 
that combines documentary movie footage, live 
narration, and — naturally — electronic music 
and sound design. Thu., Nov. 21, 8 p.m. $25-$60. 
2174 Market, San Francisco, 861-5016, www. 
swedishamericanhall.com. 


Yerba Buena Center for the Arts. Films by Fass- 


bender: 10-film retrospective of provocative 
German director Rainer Werner Fassbinder; see the 
YBCA website for titles and showtimes. Thursdays, 
Saturdays, Sundays. Continues through Dec. 21. 
$8-$10. 701 Mission, San Francisco, 978-2787, 
www.ybca.org. 


Yoshi's San Francisco. John Waters: This Filthy 


World: The trash cinema icon discusses his unique 
ethos in this spoken word show. Sat., Nov. 23, 8 
& 10 p.m. $30-$40. 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco, 
655-5600, www.yoshis.com. 
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“LKEPT TURNING DREAMILY BACK 10 THE PASTA IN MY MIND." 
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What Recession 


The more Tosca changes, 
the more it stays the same. 


By Anna Roth 


Every year, hundreds of 
restaurants open in San Francisco; out 
of those, maybe two dozen are singled 
out by the media and hype machines 
as Major Openings, and one or two 
eventually emerge as the Restaurant 
Events of the Year. Tosca Cafe is one of 
the latter, lucky few. How could it not 
be: Revered New York chef April 
Bloomfield, together with business 
partner Ken Friedman, has taken over 
one of the city’s most iconic bars — 
North Beach’s Tosca Cafe. Stories pre- 
vail about the legendary back room, 
about people like Francis Ford Coppola 
and Hunter S. Thompson and Christo- 
pher Hitchens hanging out there, 
about Sean Penn shooting off guns 
with Kid Rock and Winona Ryder one 
crazy night. And Bloomfield, of the 
Spotted Pig, the Breslin, and the John 
Dory, is one of Manhattan’s culinary 
stars, known for bringing her brand of 
British nose-to-tail cooking to the 
United States. Her opening a restau- 
rant in San Francisco is a big deal, and 
her opening in this particular location 
is an even bigger one. 

Hype’s a funny thing. In Tosca’s 
case, it’s certainly bringing in the 
crowds — the restaurant doesn’t 
take reservations, and I was greeted 
on one visit, after 7 p.m. on a Friday 
night, with news of a two-and-a-half 
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hour wait for a table. The lovingly 
restored bar, complete with gleam- 
ing antique coffee machine and new 
backlit wine rack, was packed two 
and three people deep, so we had to 
fight our way to the hostess stand 
near the back dining room to put a 
name in. 

But boy, the room looks great. Its 
original murals have been restored 
and uplit, its ceiling retains the pa- 
tina of years of cigarette smoke, and 
the red banquettes remain, though 
they’re now real leather instead of 
a scuffed-up substitute. In short, 
the buzzy restaurant has an air of 
fabulousness about it, thanks to the 
wisdom of Friedman and Bloom- 
field, who didn’t change its funda- 
mentals. The question, of course, is 
whether it has more to offer than 
atmosphere alone. 

I think it does. With a few excep- 
tions, the open kitchen is turning 
out very good Italian food, with a 
heavy dose of Bloomfield’s signature 
focus on meat. There are large hunks 
of crispy pig tails, crunchy and fatty 
bits that require a bit of gnawing 
(though its inedible fried bay leaf 
garnish was a bit weird). There’s a 
take on an oxtail terrine with tangy 
meat still on the bone. Silky braised 
fennel was so good I found myself 
eating it straight from the jar. And 
that was just the antipasti. Chicken 








Evan DuCharme 


liver spiedini, open-faced sandwich- 
es spread with liver, had the flinty 
richness of the liver with an offset of 
marsala and balsamic vinegar. Fluffy 
house-made focaccia had the proper 
amount of oil, with a tinge of garlic 
and rosemary. 

But the pasta is the highlight 
of the menu and the dishes that I 
keep turning dreamily back to in 
my mind. Bucatini was a beautiful 
blend of just-ripe tomatoes, with a 
little chili pepper and bits of crunchy 
guanciale mixed in; it was a perfect, 
just-chewy-enough version of am- 
atriciana. Gemelli was an upscale 
version of mac and cheese, little 
squiggles of pasta in a creamy sauce, 
livened up with black pepper and 
Pecorino. And the grilled short-rib 
entree, a big, bone-in chunk of meat 
on the plate, was as buttery and lus- 
cious as you could want, and served 
with an interesting chickpea mash 
for a spin on meat and potatoes. 

There were some missteps. 
Poached octopus (moscardini) was 
more oily and broken-down than 
one would like. Pork sausage had an 
herby, porky flavor, but its texture 
was all wrong; it seemed overemul- 
sified, more like meat pulp than 
sausage. 

And then, there are the prices. 
Three meatballs, about the size of 
walnuts, cost $15— and »)p38 
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Shim lounge 


NEW SUSHISBOAT SPECIAL! $50 
42 PIECES OF SASHIMI, SUSHI, ROLLS, AND OYSTERS 
PLUS SOUP AND SALAD FOR UP TO 4 PEOPLE 


a5 


HAPPY HOUR SUN-THURS 5-7PM 
PERFECT FOR PARTIES & LARGE GROUPS 
Open Until 2AM Every Day! 
1814 Clement St. @ 19th Ave. ¢ 415.387.2441 ¢ bluefinsushisf.com 
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GET NAKED 


3409 24TH ST. @ VALENCIA 
415-970-8815 


1777 FULTON ST. @ MASONIC 
415-776-0106 
WWW.PAPALOTE-SF.COM 
WWW. TWITTER.COM /PAPALOTESALSA 
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yes, they were made with a unique 
blend of pork, beef, and salty guan- 
ciale; yes, their texture was spongy 
and spot-on; yes, the bright, complex 
tomato sauce they were served with 
was wonderful — but $5 per small 
meatball was a steep price to pay for 
it. That was nothing compared to the 
“roast chicken for two,” $42, which 
turned out to be half of a roast chick- 
en on grilled bread, stuffed with ri- 
cotta and pine nuts. It was delicious, 
if a bit undercooked — but $84 for 

a whole chicken is nothing short 

of highway robbery, especially con- 
sidering the other options in town 





Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner Daily 


(Zuni’s is $48; Fog City’s, which I 
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BAY-GUARDIAN 


307 HAYES ST. 
415 874-9661 | 10:30am-11pm 


730 LARKIN ST. 
415 931-6917 | 11am-Midnight 


THE BOX 


OUR CANVAS, YOUR ART 


San Francisco Media Company newsracks serve the city 
by distributing thousands of papers on a typical day. 
It's time we gave something back to them. 


The San Francisco Media Company is seeking Bay Area artists to 
help us improve a handful of our newsracks. We'll provide 45 boxes 
to 45 artists to remake as they see fit. Help us trick out 15 boxes 
each from The San Francisco Examiner, San Francisco Bay Guardian 
and SF Weekly. We'll provide a small stipend for art supplies and 
three $2,500 awards to the best newsracks commissioned for 
The Examiner, Guardian and Weekly. 


Please send your name, contact information, representative 
samples of your work, and your ideas about how you would 
redesign a newsrack for one of our three papers. 


Send your application to 
rockthebox@sfmediaco.com 
FOR MORE INFORMATION & 

TO DOWNLOAD A BLANK TEMPLATE GO T0 
sfmediaco.com/rockthebox 
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reviewed last week, is $29). 

“New York prices,” sniffed a 
friend I'd brought to dinner, the 
same one who’ earlier told of an 
S.F. food icon he knew who was 
refusing to eat at the new Tosca out 
of principle. The East Coast vs. West 
Coast rivalry is alive and kicking. 
And though I think it’s a good thing 
that we’re importing New York chefs 
as well as exporting ours to New 
York (see: Danny Bowien), I did have 
to agree that Tosca’s cost-to-portion 
ratios seemed more Midtown than 
North Beach. 

Right now, with all the bright- 
lights-big-city vibe, and Bloomfield 
herself front-and-center in the open 
kitchen — head down, hair in a tidy 
bun, working the line as though 
she’s not a famous chef — Tosca 
Cafe feels like the place to be in S.F. 
at this moment. It’s anyone’s guess 
what will happen when the hype 
fades, and Bloomfield’s not in the 
kitchen every night (along with four 
New York restaurants, she has a 
new cookbook, her second, coming 
out). Maybe it will turn back into the 
neighborhood bar it used to be, the 
magical place where anything can 
happen after a few “house cappucci- 
nos, which true to the bar’s history 
of unexpected surprises is not cof- 
fee, but an iconic cocktail made with 
armagac, Buffalo Trace bourbon, 
steamed milk, and Dandelion Choco- 
late ganache. Maybe its wild days of 
movie stars and celebrity writers are 
over. We'll have to wait it out. Tos- 


(415) 693-9120 





Valid only at Fisherman's Wharf Johnny Rockets. Not valid with any other offers, discounts or special 
promotions. Sales tax and gratuity not included. No cash value. ©2013 Johnny Rockets Group, Inc. 


Offer expires 3/1/13. 
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ca’s second act has just begun. beer Ss, and 
Small-lot 
Anna.Roth@SFWeekly.com Wines 
Tosca Cafe 
242 Columbus, 986-9651. 
ToscaCafeSF.com. 


Hours: Tue-Sun 5 p.m.-2 a.m. 


Crispy pig tails $9 
Oxtail terrine $11 
Chicken liver spiedini $7 
Focaccia $4 

Meatballs $15 
Moscardini $9 
Bucatini$17 

Gemelli $16 

Pork sausage $15 
Grilled short rib $31 
Roasted chicken for 2 $42 
Cocktails $12 


4pm-7pm 
S1 off all draft beers 


775 Frederic 


(415) 665-7700 Font Arguelio) 


Mon-Sun Tlam-10pm 
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FRESH EATS 


Bay Area 
Bubbles: 
Domaine 
Carneros 


By Lou Bustamante 


In the Napa Valley, there is 
really one American Viticulture Area 
(AVA) key to the production of Napa 
sparkling wine: Los Carneros, in the 
southernmost area of Napa and 
Sonoma counties. Cool nights and fog 
from the San Pablo Bay and the Napa 
River allow the vines to grow char- 
donnay, pinot noir, and pinot meu- 
nier grapes in the same conditions as 
their French counterparts grow 
Champagne grapes. These optimal 
growing conditions mean that most 
sparkling wines made in Napa source 
grapes from this AVA, and it is its lo- 
cation and estate vineyards here that 
make Domaine Carneros unique. 
Driving along Highway 121, it’s 
hard to miss the towering chateau 


RECENT OPENERS 


A weekly listing of new dining spots around town. To 
recommend a place, e-mail fresheats@sfweekly.com. 


Ala Romana: The former Rue Saint Jacques space 
has gotten an Italian enoteca face-lift as chef 
David Taylor, formerly of A16, leads the kitchen 
with dishes like wood-fired artichokes, nettle and 
ricotta gnocchi, and lamb tortellini. 1098 Jackson, 
292-3699, alaromana.com. 

Nico: Andrea and Nicolas Delaroque have brought 
French-inspired California cooking to Laurel 
Heights. The market-driven menu changes daily. 
Offerings include goat cheese beignets, lamb leg 
with butternut squash and kohlrabi, and clem- 
entine chiboust for dessert. 3228 Sacramento, 
359-1000, nicosf.com. 

Osmanthus: This new Sichuan venue highlights 
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Lou Bustamante 


of Domaine Carneros. Built in 1989 
to resemble Taittinger’s (the parent 
company) Chateau de la Marquet- 
terie in the Champagne region in 
France, the immaculate gardens and 
views of the surrounding vineyards 
make this a popular stop. On nice 
days, there is table service outside 
where you can order flights or bot- 
tles of sparkling wine to enjoy with 
friends. But what makes this place 
so interesting is something you 
can't see, and may hear only a little 
bit about on the tour: the winemak- 
er, Eileen Crane. 

Crane is a graduate from both 
the Culinary Institute of America 
and UC Davis Enology and Viti- 
culture program. After graduating 
from UC Davis, she worked her way 
at Chandon to an assistant wine- 
maker position. In 1984, she was 
hired as winemaker and vice pres- 
ident of Gloria Ferrer Champagne 
Caves to design the facility and de- 
veloping its line of sparkling wines. 
After three years, Taittinger hired 
Crane to oversee the planning and 
development of the chateau, vine- 
yards, and winemaking facility that 
currently produce its entire line of 
sparkling and still wines. 

The 35 years of experience 
show in the collection of mostly 
vintage sparkling wines, made in 
arange from dry andcrisp »>>p40 


dishes like ma po tofu, twice-cooked pork belly, 
and small plates like dry-fried chicken wings with 
Sichuan peppercorns. 6048 College Ave., Oakland; 
(510) 923-1233, osmanthusrestaurant.com. 

Stones Throw: Taking over the former Luella 
space, Michael Mina vets have gathered to bring 
casual, seasonal food that spans cultures. Look 
for crispy pork chiccarones, squid ink conchiglie, 
and roasted king salmon. 1896 Hyde. 

TBD: The latest restaurant to move into mid-Market 
comes from the team behind AQ. Dishes are 
cooked on the custom-built hearth and wood-fire 
grill, and there’s a woodsy, camping theme to the 
décor. 1077 Mission, 431-1826; TBDrestaurant.com. 

Trocadero Club: Dennis Leary and Eric Passetti’s 
new cocktail bar at the corner of Geary and 
Leavenworth pays homage to the city that has 
pretty much always had a bar named Trocadero, 
dating back to an old roadhouse in the Barbary 
Coast days. 701 Geary, trocaderosf.com. 
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LANTERN 
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CHINESE RESTAURANTS 
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SUN-THURS 
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“Run don’t walk to this new 
affordable Latin inspired 
spot in Laurel Village...” 


“The mixto ceviche takes 
me back to Peru...” 
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“A Latin taste sensation in SF... 
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ARTESAND 


3415 California Street (at Laurel St.) 
415.221.5500 | www.ArtesanoSF.com 
Free parking in rear | Take-out | Catering 
Beer & Wine | Open daily 10:30am-10pm 
Order at the counter for a quick lunch, 
Relax & receive table service at dinner 
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“NOW OPEN ~ 


FREE DELIVERY IN THE AREA! 
Mon-Fri 9am-3pm (*S30 min order) 


419.200.8201 
546 VALENCIA ST. 
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a neighborhood bar 
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Hand Made and Fresh 
Over 20 Kinds of Dim Sum 


Dumplings 
Pot Stickers > 


Won Ton 


Pancakes 


TAKE OUT: 2048 Taraval St. 415.665.6617 


DINE IN: 1713 Taraval St. 415.566.6143 
FALL IN LOVE, HAPPENS, GROWS AND STAYS 


wn ~WWW.Kingofchinesedumpling.com ii 
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ultra-brut to a sweet demi-sec, all 
made from estate grown pinot noir 
and chardonnay grapes. 

The “Art of Sparkling Wine” tour 
is a worthwhile introduction for 
those looking to learn about how 
sparkling wines are produced anda 
great way to get a taste of most of 


the bubbly. 


Domaine Carneros 


1240 Duhig Road, Napa; (800) 716- 
2788, domainecarneros.com. 


Gut-Busting 
Goodness in 
Berkeley 


By Pete Kane 


When I lived in New York in 
my mid-20s, I used to go to Nowhere 
on 14th Street all the time because 
it’s one of the last seedy gay bars in 
Manhattan. After many a night of 
weapons-grade inebriation, I would 
go next door to Artichoke Pizza for 
one of its eponymous slices: a massive 
wedge of crust slathered in so much 
cheesy goodness that it was basically 
just artichoke dip. The idea was to 
stave off a hangover in the most deli- 
cious way possible, but sometimes it 
just made me fall asleep on the L train 
and I would wake up confused at 
Broadway Junction. 

Artichoke — technically, Arti- 
choke Basille’s, but nobody calls it 
that — has now opened a location 
in Berkeley, open until 2 a.m., and 
it can’t be recommended strongly 
enough. Well, one caveat — it’s 
just off campus, and the ocean of 
undergrads might not be a univer- 
sal crowd-pleaser. Okay, and that 
artichoke topping gets ladled onto 
each pie out of five-gallon buckets 
you can buy at Ace Hardware, which 
is slightly unappetizing to behold. 
But that said, this was exactly as 
delicious as I remembered it, minus 
the intolerable humidity. 

Let’s be straight here. Local 
mini-chain though Artichoke might 
be, it’s not pretending to be The 
Authentic New York Pizza. It’s just 
amazing and gooey and one slice 
is enough for anybody and there’s 
really no point in ordering a differ- 
ent kind until you try the artichoke 
first. Plus, at $4.50, it’s only about 
35 cents more than the generic stuff 
around the corner. The days when 
you could legitimately argue that 
“Pizza in California seriously sucks” 
are officially over. 


Artichoke Basille’s Pizza 
2590 Durant Ave., (510) 705-1266. 
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i 


Sat-Sun 
From 8am 











Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
& Cocktails All Day 


2765 HYDE STREET 
(AT BEACH) 


415.474.5044 
thebuenavista.com 
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DISTILLATIONS 


Haight Street 
Playa 


My friends were so late it 
looked like I'd been stood up. Normally 
this would trigger my extremely tedious 
abandonment issues (thanks, junior 
high), but there is no bar I'd rather be 
stood up in. 

Noc Noc is a world apart. You enter 
a kind of postindustrial cave where 
primitive paintings compete for space 
on faux stone walls with metal pipes. 
The lighting is, in various locations, 
blue, red, or green, while the chairs 
are either a random, motley assort- 
ment or part of a highly carved and 
designed set that you can't quite get 
a good look at because the place is so 
dark. What the hell is that dangling 
from the ceiling? You can almost 
make it out. Meanwhile the 
unusual arrangement 
of tables and benches, 
which are either com- 
munal or facing each 
other at odd angles, 
encourages interact- 
ing with neighboring 
strangers. There are 
no TVs. 

It was first de- 
scribed to me as “kind 
of a Burning Man bar,” 
yet point by point Noc 
Noc is nothing like Burn- 
ing Man. You pay for your 
drinks, no one is naked, and 
you never get lost trying to find your 
tent. But Noc Noc is one of those rare 
spaces that’s fun just to be in, inspir- 
ing the idea that anything can happen. 
In that respect — and that respect 
only — it is exactly like Burning Man. 
People walk in, say “wow,” and have 
the sense that the world is enchanted. 

A note on the chalkboard behind 
the bar saying “No Bud, no Coors, no 
PBR” also tells you the proprietors 
have unapologetically great taste in al- 
cohol, with a beer list heavily favoring 
American microbrews and my beloved 
Belgian ales. 

The strangers around me were 
talking about Twitter, which had gone 
public that day. Most of the conversa- 
tions were really just strings of incred- 
ulous questions. “How do they even 
make money? Why would someone 
want to use this?” Then someone tried 
to explain. 

Anyone who thinks the Middle 
Ages were backwards because their 
theologians debated “how many 
angels can dance on the head of a 
pin?” has never heard techies try to 
explain what their start-ups do and 
how they'll eventually make money. 
I've attended parties where a hundred 
young, brilliant techies all tried to 
dance on the head of the Singularity. 
From the Godhead to the Googlehead, 
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AUSTILLATIONS 


> 7a 
BENJAMIN 
WACHS 


the refined scholastic bullshit of vi- 
sionaries is virtually identical across 
600 years. 

The strangers were concluding that 
Twitter was a kind of collective delu- 
sion just as my friends arrived. I can’t 
tell you whom I drank with that night 
because they’re well known political 
reporters from competing companies, 
and everything we talk about together 
is very off the record. 

It has always bothered me how 
little members of the media socialize 
in this town. We barely know each 
other. Once, almost five years ago, I 
threw a party for as many members of 
the media as I could reach. I commis- 
sioned a quasi-legal art gallery a friend 
was running in SOMA, and we packed 
maybe 150 Bay Area hacks into its two 
floors. A Chronicle editor in a hot dress 
was our bouncer. To get in you had to 
be a staff reporter or a freelancer so 
respected that it would be wrong to 
turn you away. The bands were made 
up entirely of reporters, and people 

from competing companies whod 
been reading each others’ 
work for years met for the 
first time and said, “OH! 
YOU tea. 
The next day the 
proprietor whistled 
in amazement. “We 
sold more beer to you 
in one night than we 
sold at every wedding 
we've hosted here 
combined.” 
“Well, yeah,” I said. 
“Reporters.” 
We meant to do it 
again. An inter-media party 
committee was formed. But I 
got busy, and people changed jobs, 
and the art gallery disappeared under 
a tide of rising rents from tech com- 
panies moving into the area — with 
Twitter leading the way. The gallery 
proprietor who was doing so much to 
help create a community of support- 
ive artists never got anything remote- 
ly like a city tax break. 

The magic slipped away, and now 
members of the media hardly know 
each other again. Except as names on 
a screen. 

But when I bring people to Noc 
Noc, to this crazy bar that is like 
nothing they've ever seen, they look 
around and nod and say, “Yeah, this 
is really good,” and understand ... 
even if only in a superficial way ... 
the dreams of strangers. My reporter 
friends really do get Burning Man just 
a little better for being here, and my 
out-of-town friends understand San 
Francisco a bit more. And somehow it 
happens every time. 

Twitter’s business model may be a 
delusion, but angels dance on the head 
of beer bottles at Noc Noc. I have seen 
it. [have anonymous witnesses. 


Noc Noc 
557 Haight, 861-5811, nocnocs.com. 


Benjamin.Wachs@SFWeekly.com 
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FOLLOW THE FILLMORE 
FACEBOOK: /THEFILLMORE Ch] } i atta 
TWITTER: @FILLMORESF 


1805 GEARY (AT FILLMORE) 
SAN FRANCISCO 
SHOW INFO:415-346-6000 


INSTAGRAM: @THEFILLMORE 


with Kisses 


SUNDAY 


MARCH 23 
Tuesday, January 28 . 


FRIDAY! 
THURSDAY 
APRIL 17 


SATURDAY 
NOVEMBER 23 


a 


DEL THE FUNKY HOMCSAPIEN 
DAN TRE MUIOMAIOR Kd ee 
410 LOAD 


WITH THE 3030 ORCHESTRA 


TUESDAY, DECEMBER 10 
1DXOO) S/N) sO) WE SONYA EOE 


THE 
DISMEMBERMENT 
PLAN 


TELEKINESIS 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 13 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 ¢ $35.00 


X & 
THE BLASTERS 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 ¢ $25.00 


LETTUCE 


ticketmaster.com UES, CxtMe Citi 


Limit 8 tickets per person. All dates, acts and ticket prices are subject to change without notice. All tickets are subject to applicable service charges. *Advance tickets will still 
be available with NO SERVICE CHARGE on Sunday 10:00am to 3:00pm at the Fillmore box office only. Charge by phone at 800-745-3000. Buy tickets at livenation.com. 
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THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 21 


| DI OO) SCO /ae) s (OE POLO) 


POLICA 


MARIJUANA DEATHSQUADS 


FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 22 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 ¢ $22.50 


KATE NASH 


EMMY THE GREAT ¢ SKATING POLLY 


SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 24 
DOORS 6/ SHOW 7 ¢ $22.50 


SOH!3 


THE SUMMER SET - WALLPAPER 
NEW BEAT FUND 


TUESDAY, DECEMBER 3 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 ¢ $22.50 


BLACK JOE LEWIS 


RADKEY - THINK NO THINK 





LIVE MUSIC 6 NIGHTS A WEEK 


(open TUESDAY thru SUNDAY . 'til 2:00 am+) 
“HAPPY HOUR” EVERYDAY 





4PM 'til 8PM: 
$3 WELLS/S$3 DRAFTS /S2 PBR/S2 OFF ALL LIQUOR 
__ WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 20, 2013 $5 


W/ ZIEK McCARTER & THE REVIVAL BAND 
THURSDAY NOVEMBER 21, 2013 $5 (ADV) 


PLUS: * NOVA NOIR * 
FRIDAY NOVEMBER 22, 2013 $12 (ADV) 


The Bay Area’s only Phish Tribute Band 
SATURDAY NOVEMBER 23, 2013 $10 (ADV) 
(REGGAE, CUMBIA, HIP-HOP, SALSA, ROCK, WORLD) 


With: * LAC 
Plus: J ARORA ° 
SUNDAY NOVEMBER 24, 2013 FREE 
" RETURN t** (ROTC) 
Feat: Y KEV © 
Plus: * DAVU & TOM HAMME! 
TUESDAY NOVEMBER 26, 2013 FREE 
(SOUL, R&B) 


No holiday tunes, we promise 
WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 27, 2013 $5 (ADV) 
(GYPSY BLUES, GARAGE JAZZ, SWING) 


Plus Special Guests 
A Wednesday Night Dance-Your-Face-Off Event! 
FRIDAY NOVEMBER 29 2013 $12 (ADV) 
(Going Late Night! from 9:30pm ‘til 2:45am+) 
FREE BEFORE 9:30PM, $15 AFTER 


Plus: * SAL’SG 
and: * DJ BES , 
RonKat’s unique showmanship and 
singularly energized music style brings 
a powerful sound and a funk to his show 


that is incomparable. Make ‘Em Dance! 

SATURDAY NOVEMBER 30 2013 $15 (ADV) 

(ROCK & ROLL, SOUL, FUNK, PSYCHEDELIC GROOVE) 
FREE BEFORE 9PM 


Feat: BOBBY VEGA & MATT HUBBARD, 
TOPAZ, DJ LOGIC, JOE COHEN, + MORE! 
Plus: * PANTY PARTY! 


BOOM BOOM ROOM PRESENTS 
AT THE INDEPENDENT 
FRIDAY DECEMBER 6, 2013 $30 (ADV) 


** DRAGON SMOKE ** 


FEAT: ERIC LINDELL, ROBERT MERCURIO, 


STANTON MOORE, & IVAN NEVILLE 
PLUS: * MIKE DILLON BAND * 


FREE EVERY SUNDAY! 
(Going from 9am ‘til close) 


** NFL FOOTBALL ** 


with SURROUND SOUND 
and THREE 10FT PROJECTION SCREENS 
NEW ORLEANS SAINTS, 49ERS, ALL GAMES 
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“WE'VE HAD CONVERSATIONS ABOUT THIS TECHNOLOGY, BUT HEARING IT WAS AN A-HA MOMENT." 


New Sounds of the Past 


By Alee Karim 
On a chilly Tuesday morning, 


Carl Haber, a physicist at Lawrence 
Berkeley Laboratory, is weary from 
two hours of commuting and two 
weeks’ worth of bureaucratic blow- 
back. He was recently awarded a 
MacArthur Genius Grant for a break- 
through technology known as the 
IRENE Project, which non-invasively 
“reads” fragile old audio recordings 
and converts them into crystal-clear 
digital files. But at 8a.m., he’s 
slumped in a chair, catching up on 
e-mails on his phone and catching his 
breath after spending two hours get- 
ting his son from the East Bay to 
school in Glen Park, thanks to the 
BART strike. 

Haber oozes humility, a surpris- 
ing trait for a scientist who has just 
been publicly named a genius and 
awarded $625,000 for the honor. 
What earned Haber and his team 
the award is a technique for captur- 
ing high resolution images of the 
surfaces of sound recordings that 
are too old and fragile to be played, 
such as wax cylinders or shellac. 
(“NOT vinyl!” Haber insists.) The 
resulting image map is then used 
to create a “virtual stylus” that 
mimics the motion of a real stylus 
so precisely that the audio content 
can be reproduced digitally without 
anything touching the fragile audio 
source. Named for the Weavers’ 
“Goodnight, Irene,” which was the 
first recording his team successfully 
digitized, the IRENE Project has 
made Haber a highly sought-after 
ally to organizations such as the 
Library of Congress, which is flying 
him out to Washington, D.C., this 
afternoon to work his magic on its 
collection of rare field recordings. 
Some of them no living human has 
ever laid ears on, and they could be 
irreparably damaged if played. “We 
have [recorded] examples of cul- 
tures, languages, ways of life that 
simply don’t exist anymore, Haber 
explains. “It’s a unique slice of the 
human experience.” 

Despite the attention he’s re- 
ceived for this innovation, Haber is 
persistently deferential to the con- 
tributions of other members of his 
team at the Lawrence Berkeley Lab. 
In fact, he credits his former post- 
doc Vitaliy Fadeyev with developing 
the technique. “He was the one who 
came in on a Saturday and actually 
sat there for an hour and measured 
a disc and photographed it,” says 


Carl Haber salvages the 
shape of sounds. 


Haber. In 2002, Haber and Fadeyev 
began conversations about apply- 
ing a Smart Scope — essentially a 
high-resolution digital camera with 
the magnifying power of a micro- 
scope — to old audio recordings. 
Haber, a non-musician who studies 
particle physics, got the idea while 
listening to an NPR broadcast about 
the dangers of attempting to play 
fragile audio recordings. “We'd had 
lots of conversations about how 
this technology could work, but 
actually hearing that was an a-ha 
moment,” he remembers. 

The quality of the recordings 
they’re able to produce is, frankly, 
staggering. Their website hosts 
an example of “Goodnight, Irene” 
as reproduced via the tool, and as 
played from the original record 
with a stylus and turntable. The 
former is crisp and robust, with a 
handful of crackles from the source 
audio. The latter is nearly unintel- 
ligible. One of Haber’s principal 
collaborators, Earl Cornell, demon- 
strates how they are able to scana 
disk and isolate “any imperfections, 
scratches, or pops, and just [digital- 
ly] remove them.” On a monitor, he 
points out these conspicuous crags 
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Courtesy of the John D. & Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation 


in the otherwise neatly zig-zagging 
white lines that represent the path 
of the stylus. 

The next horizon for this tech- 
nology, says Cornell, is a “push to 
make things more user-friendly,” 
taking it out of the exclusive pur- 
view of physicists and program- 
mers. Before that, though, Haber 
hopes that the cumbersome tech- 
nology that enables the IRENE Proj- 
ect can be “parked” in the various 
locations where it’s needed. He and 
his team are now installing a system 
in Massachusetts at the Northeast 
Document Conservation Center, 
and there are plans to put multiple 
machines in Europe. Each of these 
will empower curators and collec- 
tors the world over to digitize and 
bring old documents to light. Haber 
envisions a resource like Google 
Books emerging from the collected 
information, a database where re- 
searchers, academics, and musicians 
can listen to the recordings and de- 
termine their significance. 

One such organization already 
benefitting from IRENE is the 
Bill Holm Center for the Study of 
Northwest Coast Art at the Burke 
Museum in Seattle. Its collection of 


wax cylinder recordings by the late 
anthropologist Franz Boas provides 
a crucial window into the experience 
of the Kwakwaka’wakw population, 
an indigenous Northwest tribe 
based in Fort Rupert, British Colum- 
bia. In 1930, Boas documented their 
potlatch ritual at a time when such 
customs were deemed uncivilized by 
Christian missionaries and banned 
under Canadian law. As Dr. Kathryn 
Bunn-Marcuse explains it, IRENE 
allows descendants of the Kwak- 
waka’wakw to hear their ancestors 
performing these rituals for the first 
time. “These communities don’t have 
easy access to this material other- 
wise,” she says. “I look at this as a 
form of digital repatriation.” 
Although he’s proud of his role 
in enabling people to use this in- 
formation, Haber insists it’s not for 
him to say what the impact of the 
IRENE Project will be. But there’s 
no question that it will be signifi- 
cant. “Who knows what people will 
do: Maybe someone will compose 
a great piece of music because of 
something they heard,” he says. “By 
putting information out there, you 
will have some effect, and the world 
will change.” 
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TEMPLE FRIDAYS PRESENTS SIZZLE & FIZZLE 


2&: BLAUS 


O* 


“F.; : TEP PRESENTS 


at) LOVES ee CO 







Make-Out Room 
~, 


SIZZLE 
li Cass McCombs smirked and threw 
sidelong glances at his three-piece band 
: all night as a means of communication, 
al Omar but the audience was too busy being en- 
SRIF chanted by his gentle twang, the rolling 
groove of “Big Wheel,” and obvious love 
ihe SUinsoe of playing music with his friends to pay 


Gers &1 7 : ; ; 
LACM WEEK WEEFEMG much mention to anything else happen 
THE PART PO THE PECRLE 





TEMPLE & LIFE SF PRESENT 


DAVID GARCIA 


ot ste Lil. ed Ab 





SATURDAY! 


NOVEMBER 24 
PLACE OF NE ARTS 


se let deem LYVENATION.com 





Tickets available at LiveNation.com, Ticketmaster, or charge-by-phone: (800) 745-3000 
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“| NOVEMBER 22 - 9PIV 
DIRTYBIRD PLAYERS 


SAT NOVEMBER 23 - SPM 
BARRINGTON LEVY 


MWANGD KINGZ 0) SMMIDKY, RUOZDINE 
—, 
ia a 
WED NOVEMBER 27 - 9PM 


AZARI & Ill& 


Cone, \Vyies Cooner, Solt, LOL Dis 


22 o 


HU NOVEMBER 28 - YPM 


CREAM OF BEAT 


feat. Masta Ace & Spice 1 


rh) NOVEMBER 29. &:30P1/ 
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| |) BREAK SCIENCE: 
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> — BONE THUGS -4- HARMONY 
5 PAUL KALKBREMNER (LIVE) 
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ing on stage. 





M@ Alternative Tentacles turned 33 1/3 
this week, and the punk label threw itself 
an appropriately noisy, anti-establish- 
ment birthday party at Slim's. We took 
the opportunity to look back on founder 
Jello Biafra’s three-plus decades of she- 
nanigans, such as telling Tipper Gore off 
on national TV. 





Wi Nick Cave may be developing a sense 
of humor - at least, that’s the impres- 
Sion we came away from last week's in- 





vitation-only web press conference with. 
His apparent discomfort with in-person 
appearances of the non-musical variety 
aside, the two new tracks we got to hear 
from Live From KCRW, his fourth live 
album with the Bad Seeds, only got us 


more excited for Record Store Day at the 
end of the month. 


FIZZLE 

@ Jordan Kurland, founder of S.F.’s 
Noise Pop Festival and manager of Death 
Cab for Cutie, among other bands, was 
convicted of misdemeanor domestic 
assault charges following an altercation 
with an ex-girlfriend at his home in 
Bernal Heights on Sept. 29. Kurland was 
sentenced to three years probation and 
a year of domestic violence counseling. 








Wi It wasn't for lack of trying, but both 
Vancouver punks White Lung and local 
underground rap hero Antwon seemed 
tired Sunday night at the Rickshaw Stop, 
for the last show of their national tour. 
What should have been a scene of sweat- 
drenched, beer can-strewn mayhem 

was instead a fairly subdued evening of 
30-minute sets. We'll probably still see 
both of ‘em next time they come through 
town - hopefully on a Saturday night. 





i We didn't think we were capable of 
having even more negative feelings 
toward One Direction, but then the 
British boy wonders went and joined the 
long-standing tradition of banjo-band- 
wagon jumping, and decided to morph 
into Mumford & Sons for their most re- 
cent single. Shame ensued all around. 


For full versions of the above stories and 
much more about S.F. music, check out 
All Shook Down, our music blog, at 
www.sfweekly.com/shookdown. 


WEDNESDAY 11/20 AT 9PM, FREE! 
BURN DOWN THE DISCO! 


80S DANCE PARTY 
DJ 2SHY-SHY & DJ MELT W/U 


80S GROOVE, WAVE, HIP-HOP, & MORE! 


THURSDAY 11/21 AT 10PM, FREE! 


SOUL: IT’S THE REAL THING! 
WITH THE SELECTER DJ KIRK & JON BLUNCK 
60S & 70S SOUL 


FRIDAY 11/22 AT 7:30PM $8 


PHONE SEX OPERATORS 
SNAIL TRAIL 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM, $5 


LOOSE JOINTS! 
DJ TOM THUMP/DAMON BELL/CENTIPEDE 


FUNK/SOUL/HIP-HOP/LATIN/AFRO-BEAT 


SATURDAY 11/23 AT 7:30PM, $8 


THE IMPERSONATIONS 
MANE 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM, $5 


EL SUPERRITMO! 
W/ ROGER MAS Y EL KOOL KYLE 
CUMBIA/DANCEHALL/SALSA/HIP-HOP 


MONDAY 11/25 AT 7PM, FREE! 


POP LIFE, THE ZERO-CALORIE QUIZ! 
W/ YOUR HOST AGENT J 


FOLLOWING AT 9:30PM, FREE! 


KARAOKE SUNDOWN MONDAYS 
W/ KJ ROGER NINER! 


TUESDAY AT 9:30PM, FREE! 
LOST & FOUND 


DEEP & SWEET 60S SOUL 
DJS LUCKY, PRIMO & FRIENDS 


WEDNESDAY 11/27 AT 7:30PM, $10 


THE ROMANE EVENT 
PACO ROMANE’S 
THANKSGIVING EVE COMEDY SHOW 
JOHNNY TAYLOR + CHRIS STORIN ¢ CHRIS RIGGINS 
MARY ALICE MCNAB ¢ KEVIN O'SHEA 
HOSTED BY PACO ROMANE 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM, NO COVER! 


INT'L FREAKOUT A GO-GO! 
DJ SPECIAL LORD B, BEN BRACKEN 
BOBBY GANUSH 


60S-70S/ASIA/AFRICA/S.AMERICA/INDIA/EUROPE 


THURSDAY 11/28 
CLOSED, HAPPY TOFURKY DAY! 


FRIDAY 11/29 AT 6PM, FREE! 


(SHAKE APPEAL)) 
GROOVY 60s/70s DANCE PARTY! 
GARAGE/SOUL/GLAM/PSYCH/YE-YE 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM, $5 
LOOSE JOINTS 


3225 22nd ST. @ MISSION SF CA 94110 
415-647-2888 * www.makeoutroom.com 
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MUSIC LOST IN THE NIGHT 


They Call 
It Jakbeat 


D'Marc Cantu uses 
machines to explore raw 
human emotions...and 
science fiction! 


By Derek Opperman 


You’ve heard of house. 

You've heard of techno. But have you 
heard of jakbeat? It’s a distinct current 
in dance music that’s been quietly devel- 
oping over the past decade. In some 
ways, it’s a familiar sound: abrasive ana- 
log drum machine patterns, glassy sci- 
ence-fiction soundscapes, and an 
omnipresent element of dirty tape hiss. 
To the untrained ear, it sounds like the 
kind of thing a dedicated collector might 
unearth from some forgotten Midwest- 
ern storage locker. Vintage aesthetics 
notwithstanding, it’s anew sound with 
an ethos rooted in the moment. One of 
its most outspoken practitioners is 
Nicolas D’Marc Cantu, an Ann Ar- 
bor-based producer who describes his 
sound as “raw unadulterated emotions 
rather than flashy production tech- 
niques.” 

The sound first appeared in the 
early 00s due to the efforts of sim- 
ilarly minded Midwestern artists 
like Traxx and James T. Cotton. “We 
were drawn by this desire to push 
away from the minimal and clean 
sounds,” Cantu recalls. “I hold [it] to 
a similar ethos to, say, the Dadaist 
movement of the early 20th century.” 
And while the last decade has seen 
jakbeat explode in popularity, Cantu 
thinks some of its original ideas 
have been distorted. “It’s not about 
poor post-production, dirty sounds, 
unconventional song structure, or 
simply applying a ‘punk’ approach 
to your music, but rather keeping a 
sense of the human factor in the mu- 


OTHER WORTHY PARTIES THIS WEEK 


Housepitality with Marcel Vogel 

at F8, 9 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 20. $5- 
$10; feightsf.com 

New York and Chicago might have a claim 
on underground disco’s past, but its future 
is in the hands of an increasingly interna- 
tional scene of artists. Case in point is Mar- 
cel Vogel, a German DJ and producer whose 
Lumberjacks in Hell re-edit label gets back 
to the genre's funky and psychedelic roots. 
Expect raw, looped-up edits of classics and 
a completely sweat-drenched dancefloor. 


Opel presents Aphrodite at Mighty 

10 p.m. Friday, Nov. 22. $15-$30; 
mighty119.com 

Though it was once a mainstream phenom- 
enon in the late-'90s, drum & bass has since 
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sic,” he says. “Putting more value on 
moments and energy is my goal.” 

So, though his music is electronic, 
you can feel his presence behind the 
fray. His structures are unconven- 
tional, sometimes seemingly played 
by hand without a sequencer, with a 
spontaneous energy that bleeds out 
of his whirling synthesizer arpeggia- 
tions and crunchy rhythms. Not one 
to be confined to a specific tempo or 
even sound palette, his works often 
stretch from one extreme to the next. 
On Alternate Frequency, one of his 
latest EPs on Dutch label Créme Orga- 
nization, he builds from an ambient 
soundscape to a jittering 170 beats 
per minute. 

Though his music is often non-lin- 
ear, his interest in sci-fi marks his 
vision as more than just another 
retro-house revival. “I feel like many 
[people] like science fiction on a 
one-dimensional level, liking the 
most interchangeable parts of story- 
telling: the hero, the villain, the ones 
who need to be saved,” he says. “I 


gone underground. That said, you can still 
get your fix if you know where to look, such 
as at Mighty this Friday, when old-school 
U.K. veteran Aphrodite takes over for a 


night of chattering breakbeats and arrhyth- 


mia-inducing bass. 


120 Minutes presents House of LaDosha 
at Elbo Room, 10 p.m. Friday, Nov. 22. 
$10-$15; elbo.com 

Vogueing has come a long way since the 
days of Willi Ninja and Paris Is Burning. 

The music genre and competitive dance 
form, which combines aspects of break- 
dancing with drag performance, has since 
evolved from its disco and house roots to 
incorporate the stuttering rhythms of trap. 
This is reflected in the music of House of 


D’Marc Cantu 





contend that the best part of sci-fi is 
the [aspect] of the unknown. I truly 
enjoy reading about astrophysics and 
[respect] futurists for their ability to 
mold whole new worlds, devoid of 
presumptions.” 

The honesty of his recorded sound 
carries over to his live appearances, 
which often blend aspects of long- 
form narrative DJing with gear-based 
performance. In practice, that means 
he’s careful to note the concerns of 
a dancefloor, while also switching 
things up so that no two sets are alike. 
“It’s important to entertain the Heads 
and the weekend partiers alike, and 
this is why I want to bridge live [and 
DJing] to give people a one-of-a-kind 
experience.” Check him out when he 
headlines the Chicago-centric Acid 
Test party at Monarch. 


Acid Test presents D’Marc Cantu, 
Tyrel Williams, Bai-ee, 

Fil Latorre, and Miguel Solari 

at Monarch 


9:30 p.m. Friday, Nov 22. $10-$20; 
monarchsf.com 


LaDosha, a collective from New York that's 
at the forefront of the sound. 


Direct to Earth and Black Magic Disko 
present Marc Houle at Monarch 

9 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 24. $10-$20; 
monarchsf.com 

Humor and techno are two things that 
rarely mix. And, granted, not all of Marc 
Houle’s music has been funny, but some of 
his most enduring tracks (like “Borrowed 
Gear” and “Techno Vocals”) poke fun at the 
all-bleak seriousness of minimal techno. 
Live, however, he’s no joke, with a highly 
creative live-on-laptop set that glides 
through endless rhythms and trance-induc- 
ing melodies with a kind of grace that only 
a respected veteran could invoke. 
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“The Best Comedy Club i The USA!"-pave cHareLie KX ay 
SF COMEDY SHOWCASE - EVERY SUNDAY! 


WEDNESDAY 11/20 


DEAN DELRAY 
WITH BRIAN REDBAN 
AND CHRISTIAN SPICER! 


4 


THURSDAY 11/21 - SATURDAY 11/23 

THE GODFATHER OF STANDUP! 

DOM IRRERA ‘ 
DEAN DELRAY, RACHEL MCDOWELL 


TUESDAY 11/26 - SATURDAY 11/30 

(CLOSED THURSDAY) 

. s , ORIGINAL WINNER OF LAST COMIC STANDING! 
f > IN] 


DENNIS GAXIOLA, JOSEF ANOLIN 


THURSDAY 12/5 - SATURDAY 12/7 

FROM PROFESSOR BLASTOFF PODCAST! 

KYLE DUNNIGAN | 'y 
CHRIS GARCIA, MAX CURRY 


THURSDAY 12/12 SATURDAY 12/14 
THE PTBULL OF COMEDY! 
& BOBBY SLAYTON 


BEN FELDMAN, ROBERT DUCHAINE 


FROM FX’S TOTALLY BIASED! 


W. KAMAU BELL 


TUESDAY 12/17 - WEDNESDAY 12/18 | “il > 


THURSDAY 12/19 - SATURDAY 12/21 
—— FROM CHELSEA LATELY AND 
Ss . ARE YOU THERE, CHELSEA? 


ALI WONG 


THURSDAY 12/26 - FRIDAY 12/27 [on 
PUNCHLINE ALL 
COMEDY ALLSTARS Rieu 


WITH KEVIN AVERY, TONY CAMIN & MORE! 


FACEBOOK.COM/PUNCHLINESF @ TWITTER.COM/PUNCHLINESF ¢ PUNCHLINECOMEDYCLUB.COM @ ABOVE 444 BATTERY STREET 
188 OVER® 2 DRINK MINIMUM © ALL SHOWS ARE LIVE AND SUBJECTTO CHANGE® CALL FOR SHOW TIMES © 415-397-PLSF 


FOLLOW 
US ON 
TWITTER 
AND 
FACEBOOK! 


THURSDAY 11/21 - 
SATURDAY 11/23 


BURESS 


Writer for Saturday Night 
Live and 30 Rock! 


a) 4 
SUNDAY 12/1 


HANNIBAL | ANJELAH 
JOHNSON 


From the Youtube 
sensation Nail Salon! 


WEDNESDAY 11/20 
COBB’S COMEDY SHOWCASE 


SUNDAY 11/24 


THE FUTURE OF COMEDY SHOWCASE 


starring Casey Balsham & Jeremy Curry 

THURSDAY 12/5 - SATURDAY 12/7 

TRAGY 
MORGAN 

From 30 Rock and Saturday Night Live! 

THURSDAY 12/12 - SUNDAY 12/15 |_| e \ 
CHRIS J 
KATTAN wy 
From Saturday Night Live! \ 


THURSDAY 12/19 - SATURDAY 12/21 

JOE DEROSA - ™ 
& BIG JAY & 
OAKERSON ' 


ALL SHOWS: Cover charge plus two beverage minimum e 18 & older with valid ID 
915 COLUMBUS AVENUE (@ LOMBARD), SAN FRANCISCO ¢ SHOW INFO: 415-928-4320 
Validated Parking @ Anchorage Garage, 500 Beach St. 


WWW.COBBSCOMEDY.COM 


ticketmaster.com 


LETTERS NEWS COVERSTORY THECALENDAR ARTS &CULTURE FILM EAT MUSIC NOVEMBER 20-26, 2013 


Limit 8 tickets per person. All dates, acts and ticket 
prices are subject to change without notice. 
All tickets are subject to applicable service charges. 
Avoid Online Fees at our Box Office. 
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Your Northern California 
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LIVE 105.COM FOR THE LATEST NSSN HAPPENINGS 


BUY TICKETS AT UVENATION.COM., TO CHARGE BY PHONE (800) 745-3000. LIMIT 8 TICKETS PER PERSON. 
ALL DATES, ACTS AND TICKET PRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE. ALL TICKETS ARE SUBJECT TO APPLICABLE SERV CE CHARGES. 
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LISTINGS 


Club listings are offered as a free service to 
SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To have a listing added, contact Clubs 
Editor John Graham by email (John.Graham@ 
Sfweekly.com), fax (777-1839), or mail (225 Bush 
St. 17th, Floor, S.F.,.CA 94104). To change an existing 
listing, call 536-8147. Deadline is noon Tuesday for 
the following week's issue. Our Concerts section 
lists major shows and special events. Call individual 
clubs for show details. Except as noted, all phone 
numbers are in the 415 area code. Listings rotate 
regularly, as space allows. Our complete listings 
of local clubs - searchable by keyword, date, and 
genre - are available online. 


CLUBS 
WEDNESDAY 11/20 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. 
Screaming Females, Upset, Peace Creep, 9 p.m., $10. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Francisco. 
U.S. Girls, Chasms, Ether Island, 9 p.m., $7-$10. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia St., San Francisco. The 
Reverend Horton Heat, Larry & His Flask, Deke 
Dickerson, 9 p.m., $25. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco. Apt H, Neon Satori, 
Pharaohs, 8 p.m., $5. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. Rocket 
Queens, BROFX, 9 p.m., $7. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, San Francisco. Qui, Roland, 


CONCERTS 


WEDNESDAY 11/20 


Dylan Fest: Sweet Relief benefit with Doyle Bram- 
hall Il, Elvis Perkins, Eric Pulido, Craig Finn & 
Tad Kubler, Erika Wennerstrom, Ruby Amanfu, 
Chuck Prophet, Rayland Baxter, The Whigs, 
Danny Clinch, Nicki Bluhm, Tim Bluhm, Boots 
Riley, Lukas Nelson, Josh Lattanzi, Chase Con, 
more, 8 p.m., $25. Great American Music Hall, 
859 O'Farrell, San Francisco. 


S.F. Opera: The Barber of Seville (II Barbiere di 


Siviglia): 7:30 p.m., $23-$357. War Memorial 
Opera House, 301 Van Ness, San Francisco. 

Sleeping with Sirens: W/ Breathe Carolina, Issues, 
Our Last Night, 7 p.m., $23-$25. Warfield Theatre, 
982 Market, San Francisco. 


THURSDAY 11/21 


Dark Kabaret: Stylish variety show featuring magic, 
music, and more by Paul Nathan, Eden Berlin, 
Frank Olivier, Mark Growden, R.J. Owens, Ann 
Magnuson, Sterling Johnson, Paul Dabek, and 
John Anaya, 7 p.m., $35+. Great American Music 
Hall, 859 O'Farrell, San Francisco. 

The Devil Wears Prada: W/ The Ghost Inside, 
Volumes, Texas in July, 7 p.m., $20-$23. The 
Regency Ballroom, 1290 Sutter, San Francisco. 

Jason Moran with the Ralph Alessi Baida Quartet: 
7:30 p.m., $25-$45. SFJAZZ Center, 205 Franklin 
St., San Francisco. 

Polica: W/ Marijuana Deathsquads, 8 p.m., $25-$35 
advance. The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San Francisco. 


FRIDAY 11/22 


Balkan Beat Box: W/ Dehli 2 Dublin, 8:30 p.m., 
$25-$27. The Regency Ballroom, 1290 Sutter, 
San Francisco. 

Dark Kabaret: Stylish variety show featuring magic, 
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Big Long Now, 8:30 p.m., $7. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Josh 
Berwanger Band, Mammoth Life, The Silhouette 
Era, 8 p.m., $10. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. Self-In- 
flicted Wounds, Balms, Demimonde, DJ Ryan Smith, 
9:30 p.m., $6. 

Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco. City Tribe, We 
Arsons, The Wooden Suns, 8:30 p.m., $5. 


DANCE 


Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. “Bondage A 
Go Go,” w/ DJs Damon, Tomas Diablo, & guests, 
9:30 p.m., $5-$10. 

Club X: 715 Harrison, San Francisco. ‘Electro Pop 
Rocks,” 18+ dance night with DJ Dan, SwitchBlade, 
Frank Nitty, more, 9 p.m. 

The EndUp: 401 Sixth St., San Francisco. “Tainted 
Techno Trance,” 10 p.m. 

F8: 1192 Folsom St., San Francisco. ‘‘Housepitality,” 
w/ Marcel Vogel, James What, Tyrel Williams, Ben 
Bean, 9 p.m., $5-$10. 

Lexington Club: 3464 19th St., San Francisco. “Friends 
of Dorothy,” w/ DJ Sissyslap, 9 p.m., free. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. ‘Burn 
Down the Disco,” w/ DJs 2shy-shy & Melt w/U, Third 
Wednesday of every month, 9 p.m.., free. 

Monarch: 101 6th St., San Francisco. ‘We Are Mon- 
sters,"" w/ Sammy D, Mozhgan, Jason Greer, 10 
p.m., $5-$10. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “Booty Call,"" w/ 
Juanita More, Joshua J, guests, 9 p.m., $3. 

Showdown: 10 Sixth St., San Francisco. “Nokturnal,” 
w/ DJs Coyle & Gonya, Third Wednesday of every 
month, 9 p.m., free. 


music, and more by Paul Nathan, Eden Berlin, 
Frank Olivier, Mark Growden, R.J. Owens, Ann 
Magnuson, Sterling Johnson, Paul Dabek, and 
John Anaya, 7 p.m., $35+. Great American Music 
Hall, 859 O'Farrell, San Francisco. 

Van Morrison: W/ Shana Morrison, 8 p.m., $69.50- 
$275 advance. Nob Hill Masonic Auditorium, 1111 
California, San Francisco. 

Kate Nash: W/ Emmy the Great, The Aquadolls, 9 
p.m., $22.50-$32.50 advance. The Fillmore, 1805 
Geary, San Francisco. 

S.F. Opera: The Barber of Seville (I! Barbiere di 
Siviglia): 8 p.m., $23-$357. War Memorial Opera 
House, 301 Van Ness, San Francisco. 

Rokia Traore: 8 p.m., $35-$75. Nourse Theatre, 275 
Hayes St., San Francisco. 


SATURDAY 11/23 


Dark Kabaret: Stylish variety show featuring magic, 
music, and more by Paul Nathan, Eden Berlin, 
Frank Olivier, Mark Growden, R.J. Owens, Ann 
Magnuson, Sterling Johnson, Paul Dabek, and 
John Anaya, 7 p.m., $35+. Great American Music 
Hall, 859 O'Farrell, San Francisco. 

Deltron 3030: W/ The 3030 Orchestra, Kid Koala 
(solo DJ set), 9 p.m., $32.50-$44.50 advance. The 
Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San Francisco. 

Dir En Grey: W/ Dagoba, 8 p.m., $25-$28. The 
Regency Ballroom, 1290 Sutter, San Francisco. 

Geographer: W/ Bad Suns, 9 p.m., $20. Bimbo's 365 
Club, 1025 Columbus, San Francisco. 

Jason Moran & The Bandwagon: With comedians 
Faizon Love & Marina Franklin, 7:30 p.m., $25-$45. 
SFJAZZ Center, 205 Franklin St., San Francisco. 

New Century Chamber Orchestra: Legacies & 
Concertos: 8 p.m., $29-$59. Yerba Buena Center 
for the Arts, 701 Mission, San Francisco. 

S.F. Opera: The Barber of Seville (I! Barbiere di 
Siviglia): 8 p.m., $23-$357. War Memorial Opera 
House, 301 Van Ness, San Francisco. 

S.F. Symphony: Semyon Bychkov conducts Strauss's 


HIP-HOP 


DNA Lounge: 375 Tith St., San Francisco. Lunice, Rockie 
Fresh, B. Bravo, 8 p.m., $10-$15. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
Latyrx featuring Skins & Needles, Forrest Day, DJ 
Aaron Axelsen, hosted by Blackalicious, 9 p.m., $25. 

Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., San Francisco. ‘“Mixtape 
Wednesday,” w/ resident DJs Strategy, Junot, Herb 
Digs, & quests, 9 p.m., $5. 


ACOUSTIC 


Cafe Divine: 1600 Stockton, San Francisco. Craig 
Ventresco & Meredith Axelrod, 7 p.m., free. 

The Lost Church: 65 Capp St., San Francisco. Drea 
Muldavin, 8 p.m., $10. 


JAZZ 


Burritt Room: 417 Stockton St., San Francisco. Terry 
Disley's Rocking Jazz Trio, 6 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro At Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Charles Unger Experience, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco. The Cosmo Alley- 
cats featuring Ms. Emily Wade Adams, 7 p.m., free. 

Pier 23 Cafe: Pier 23, San Francisco. Ned Boynton & 
Friends, 6 p.m., free. 

Red Poppy Art House: 2698 Folsom, San Francisco. 
The Suppression of Sound: An Evening of Poetry and 
Music, with Thomas Sayers Ellis, James Brandon 
Lewis, and Raina J. Leon, 7:30 p.m., $10-$15. 

Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, San Francisco. 
“Cat's Corner,” 9 p.m., $10. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Fran Sholly, 8 p.m. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, San 
Francisco. Ricardo Scales, Wednesdays, 6:30- 


Alpine Symphony, 8 p.m., $15-$156. Davies 
Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, San Francisco. 


SUNDAY 11/24 


30H!3: W/ The Summer Set, Wallpaper., New Beat 
Fund, 7 p.m., $22.50-$32.50 advance. The 
Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San Francisco. 

Diana Gameros with the Magik*Magik Orchestra: 
7 p.m., $18-$22. Brava Theater Center, 2781 24th 
St., San Francisco. 

Jason Moran with Randy Weston & Billy Harper: 
3 p.m. and 7 p.m., $25-$100. SFJAZZ Center, 205 
Franklin St., San Francisco. 

Chuck Prophet: Performing Temple Beautiful with 
strings; Kelley Stoltz opens, 8 p.m., $20. Great 
American Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, San Francisco. 

S.F. Opera: The Barber of Seville for Families: 2 
p.m., $10-$90. War Memorial Opera House, 301 
Van Ness, San Francisco. 

S.F. Symphony: Semyon Bychkov conducts Strauss's 
Alpine Symphony, 2 p.m., $15-$156. Davies 
Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, San Francisco. 


MONDAY 11/25 


Alicia Hall Moran & Jason Moran: 7:30 p.m., $40. 
SFJAZZ Center, 205 Franklin St., San Francisco. 

Natalie Cole with the S.F. Symphony: 8 p.m., 
$20-$108. Davies Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, 
San Francisco. 


TUESDAY 11/26 


In This Moment: W/ Motionless in White, Kyng, All 
Hail the Yeti, 7 p.m., $22.50-$25. The Regency 
Ballroom, 1290 Sutter, San Francisco. 

Pearl Jam: 7:30 p.m., $82. Oracle Arena, 7000 
Coliseum, Oakland. 

S.F. Opera: The Barber of Seville (I! Barbiere di 
Siviglia): 8 p.m., $23-$357. War Memorial Opera 
House, 301 Van Ness, San Francisco. 
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11:30 p.m., $5. 
Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Anya Malkiel, 7:30 
p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. Timba 
Dance Party, w/ DJ WaltDigz, 10 p.m., $5. 

Cafe Cocomo: 650 Indiana, San Francisco. “Bachata- 
licious,"" w/ DJs Good Sho & Rodney, 7 p.m., $5-$10. 

Pachamama Restaurant: 1630 Powell, San Francisco. 
“Cafe LatinoAmericano,” 8 p.m., $5. 

Yoshi's San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Jorge Ben Jor, 8 & 10 p.m., $35-$55. 


BLUES 


Biscuits and Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Mitch 
Woods & His Rocket 88s, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $15. 
The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. Big 

Bones & Chris Siebert, 7:30 p.m., free. 
The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Takezo, 
9:30 p.m. 


SOUL 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. ‘Soul 
Train Revival,” w/ Ziek McCarter, Third Wednesday 
of every month, 9:30 p.m., $5. 

Cafe Du Nord: 2170 Market, San Francisco. Daley, 
7:30 p.m., $15. 


THURSDAY 11/21 
ROCK 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. Nova Albion, 
The Foreign Resort, 9 p.m., $7-$10. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Francisco. 
The Rock Collection, featuring Stu Allen, Greg Anton, 
Mark Karan, Melvin Seals, and Robin Sylvester, 9 
p.m., $10-$13. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia St., San Francisco. Howe 
Gelb, 9 p.m., $18-$20. 


Cold Northern Sounds 


DNA Lounge: 375 Tith St., San Francisco. Norma Jean, 
Vanna, KEN Mode, Exotic Animal Petting Zoo, Name, 
7 p.m., $13-$18. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, San Francisco. Lemme 
Adams, Hungry Skinny, Fox & The Law, Electric 
Shepherd, 8 p.m., $7. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
Dengue Fever, Seventeen Evergreen, 8 p.m., $16-$18. 

Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco. Build Them to 
Break, The Trash Pop Icons, Protected Left, 8:30 
p.m., free. 

Monarch: 101 6th St., San Francisco. The Kimberly 
Trip, Poeina Suddarth, Claire on a Dare, Drivers, 
8 p.m., $8. 

Slim's: 333 1th St., San Francisco. Albert Hammond 
Jr., Rathborne, 9 p.m., $21. 

Thee Parkside: 1600 17th St., San Francisco. White 
Barons, Hornss, Winter Teeth, Rock Bottom, 9:30 
p.m., $7. 


DANCE 


Aunt Charlie's Lounge: 133 Turk, San Francisco. 
“Tubesteak Connection,” w/ DJ Bus Station John, 
9 p.m., $5-$7. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco. “iPan Dulce!,” 
9 p.m., $5. 

The Cellar: 685 Sutter, San Francisco. “'X0," w/ DJs 
Astro & Rose, 10 p.m., $5. 

DNA Lounge: 375 Tith St., San Francisco. “Turbo Drive,” 
w/ Anoraak, Marrow, plus DJs Devon, MykKill, and 
Mr. Smith, 9:30 p.m., $15. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. “‘Afrolicious,” 
w/ DJs Pleasuremaker, Sefior 0z, and live guests, 
9:30 p.m., $5-$8. 

F8: 1192 Folsom St., San Francisco. ‘Beat Church," w/ 
Mint, Humpfree Lowgart, residents, 9 p.m., $5-$10. 

John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco. “SoLuna,” w/ 
resident DJ Miquel Penn, Third Thursday of every 
month, 9 p.m., free. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. Never 
Knows, Exotic Club, Bézier, DJs Nihar & Mashi 
Mashi, 9:30 p.m., $6. 


Mighty: 119 Utah, San Francisco. Alland Byallo, 10 p.m., 
$10 before 11 p.m. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. “Popscene,”’ 
w/ Deptford Goth, Sohn, 9:30 p.m., $13-$15. 

Ruby Skye: 420 Mason, San Francisco. “Awakening,” 
Coldharbour Recordings Night with Khomha, Beat 
Service, Grube & Hovsepian, 9 p.m., $20 advance. 

SPARC: 1256 Mission, San Francisco. “Surya Dub 
Mission,” w/ Kush Arora, J-Boogie, DJ Sep, Maneesh 
the Twister, 7-10 p.m., free with RSVP (must be 18+). 

Vessel: 85 Campton, San Francisco. “Base,” w/ Nathan 
Barato, 10 p.m., $5-$10. 


HIP-HOP 


The EndUp: 401 Sixth St., San Francisco. “Cypher,” w/ 
resident DJ Big Von, 10 p.m., $5-$10. 

Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., San Francisco. “Peaches,” 
w/lady DJs DeeAndroid, Lady Fingaz, That Girl, 
Umami, Inkfat, and Andre, 10 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. 
Yesway, TaughtMe, Magic Magic Roses, 8:30 p.m., 
$8. 

Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, San Francisco. 
The Neckbeard Boys, 8 p.m. 

The Lost Church: 65 Capp St., San Francisco. The New 
Thoreaus, Ghost Lore, 8 p.m., $10. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. Tipsy 
House, Third Thursday of every month, 9 p.m., free. 


JAZZ 


Bottle Cap: 1707 Powell, San Francisco. The North 
Beach Sound with Ned Boynton, Jordan Samuels, 
and Tom Vickers, 7 p.m., free. 

Cafe Claude: 7 Claude, San Francisco. Dick Fregulia’s 
Good Vibes Trio, 7:30 p.m., free. 

The Lucky Horseshoe: 453 Cortland, San Francisco. 
Ralph Carney’s Serious Jass Project, 9 p.m. 

Pier 23 Cafe: Pier 23, San Francisco. Art Lewis Trio, 
7p.m., free. 





MARIJUANA DEATHSQUADS 


With Polica. 8 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 21, at the Fillmore; $25; the fillmore.com. 


Minnesota has already left its imprint on music history by gifting the world Bob Dylan, Prince, the Andrews Sisters, 
and the Replacements. But over the last decade, an eventful, expansive, and awfully incestuous hip-hop/rock scene in 
Minneapolis has been pumping out projects that are on the cusp of making a national impact. Marijuana 
Deathsquads are a shining example. The five-piece — which features rapper P.O.S, Ryan Olson (founder of sprawling 
Minneapolis supergroup Gayngs), and Isaac Gale of defunct hardcore unit Building Better Bombs — generates cyber- 
punky electronic noise that’s heavy on swollen textures and freaky imagery. They’re a more lighthearted and ap- 
proachable version of Crystal Castles, circa 2008. Fresh off the release of its second full-length, Shulamith, soulful 
electro-pop four-piece Poli¢a (which also includes Olson) appears here, too. You should be practically gushy with affec- 
tion for the Gopher State by the time those house lights hit. Reyan Ali 
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= 
668 HAIGHI SI. (at Pierce St.) 
415-558-8375 


watch with us: 


ALL MLS GAMES + BOXING 
UFC CHAMPIONSHIPS 


sd @DANNYCOVLES 


ticketmaster.com 
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f FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK 


open daily 


HAPPY HOUR 
NOON - 7P.M. 


Visit our website 


WWW.DANNYCOYLES.COM 





SATURDAY 
NOVEMBER 30 


THE MASONIC 


Tickets are available at Ticketmaster.com and select Walmart locations. 
To charge by phone (800) 745-3000. Limit 8 tickets per person. 
All dates, acts and ticket prices are subject to change without notice. 
All tickets are subject to applicable service charges. 
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The Rite Spot Cafe: 2099 Folsom, San Francisco. 
Shannon Wolfe & Grant Levin, 8:30 p.m., free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. 
Charlie Siebert & David Udolf, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Barbara Ochoa, 
7:30 p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom St., San Francisco. “1002 
Nights: A Celebration of the Life & Music of Cheb i 
Sabbah,” w/ Jai Uttal, Sukhawat Ali Khan & Party, 
Jef Stott, Momo Loudiyi, Opium Sabbah, Eva El Beze, 
Karsh Kale & The Midival Punditz, DJ Rekha, Dub 
Gabriel, Janaka Selekta, Shabi Faroog, Radiohiro, 
Fabian Alsultany, Little John, DJ Sep, Tarun Nayer, 
DJ Dragonfly, Jimmy Love, Bob Duskis, Maneesh 
the Twister, DJ Amar, many more, 7 p.m., $10-$20 
suggested donation. 

Cafe Cocomo: 650 Indiana, San Francisco. Julio Bravo 
y Su Orquesta Salsabor, 8 p.m., $12. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Gary Flores & Descarga Caliente, 8 p.m. 

Yoshi's San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Septeto Nacional de Cuba, 8 & 10 p.m., $23-$28. 


BLUES 


Biscuits and Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Jarekus 
Singleton, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $18. 

Jazz Bistro At Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Bohemian Knuckleboogie, 7:30 p.m., free. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Chris Ford, 
Third Thursday of every month, 4 p.m.; Wendy 
DeWitt, 9:30 p.m. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


The Luggage Store: 1007 Market, San Francisco. Erors, 
Mountain vs. Building, 8 p.m., $6-$10. 

Swedish American Hall: 2174 Market, San Francisco. 
Thomas Dolby's Invisible Lighthouse Live, film/ 
music performance, 8 p.m., $25-$60. 


SOUL 


Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. ‘Soul: 
It's the Real Thing,” w/ The Selecter DJ Kirk & Jon 
Blunck, 10 p.m.., free. 


FRIDAY 11/22 
ROCK 


50 Mason Social House: 50 Mason, San Francisco. 
The Rabbles, The Wearies, Red Elk, Feed Me Jack, 
Modern Kicks, 8 p.m. 

Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. Papa, 
Panic Is Perfect, Bent Shapes, 9:30 p.m., $12. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia St., San Francisco. Lumerians, 
Factrix, Li Xi, 9 p.m., $12-$15. 

Connecticut Yankee: 100 Connecticut, San Francisco. 
Pony Fight, 1906, The Quart of Blood Technique, 
10 p.m. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco. Friday Live: The 
Whoa Nellies, DJ Emotions, 10 p.m., free. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, San Francisco. Moonbeams, 
Slowness, Venus Beltran, 9:30 p.m., $7. 

Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco. Wax Idols, Metal 
Mother, Opulence, DJ Omar, 9 p.m., $10. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. John Vander- 
slice, Doe Eye, 8:30 p.m., $15. 

Slim's: 333 11th St., San Francisco. Protest the Hero, 
Architects, The Kindred, Affiance, 7:30 p.m., $20. 

Sub-Mission Art Space (Balazo 18 Gallery): 2183 
Mission, San Francisco. Brave Ulysses, Downfall, 
Waterfly Spigot, Black Bones, Rundown Radio, 8 p.m. 

Thee Parkside: 1600 17th St., San Francisco. Brocas 
Helm, Hatchet, Exmortus, Midnight Chaser, 9 
p.m., $10. 


DANCE 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom St., San Francisco. Snow- 
Globe Pre-Party with Amon Tobin (DJ set), Ma- 
chinedrum, Just Blaze, G Jones, Mr. Rogers, Vin 
Sol, Stylust Beats, Digital Rust, Bog] vs. Dials, plus 
many more, 10 p.m., $20-$30 advance. 

Audio Discotech: 316 1ith St., San Francisco. Poolside, 
Pacific Disco, Papa Lu, 9:30 p.m., $10 advance. 
BeatBox: 314 tith St., San Francisco. “U-Haul,” w/ DJs 

Jenna Riot & China G, 10 p.m., $5-$10. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. “Dark Shadows,” 
w/ DJs Daniel Skellington, Melting Girl, Owen, and 
Mz. Samantha, 9:30 p.m., $7 ($3 before 10 p.m.). 
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Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. ‘120 Minutes,” 
w/ House of LaDosha, Santa Muerte, Chauncey CC, 
10 p.m., $10-$15. 

The EndUp: 401 Sixth St., San Francisco. ‘Fever,’ 10 
p.m., free before midnight. 

Harlot: 46 Minna, San Francisco. Sharam Jey, J. Remy, 
Laura Lisbona, Jeff Hinchman, 9 p.m., $10. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. “'l 
D the ‘90s, w/ DJs Samala, Teo, Mr. Grant, & Sonny 
Phono, Fourth Friday of every month, 9 p.m., $5. 

Mezzanine: 444 Jessie, San Francisco. “Dirtybird 
Players,” w/ Catz ‘N Dogz, Cause & Affect, J.Phlip, 
Leroy Peppers, Worthy, 9 p.m., $10-$20. 

Mighty: 119 Utah, San Francisco. Aphrodite, Jamal 
& Audio Angel, Kimba, Chris the Junglist, Audio 1, 
Micah J, Kirin Rider, Sychosis, 10 p.m., $13 advance. 

Monarch: 101 6th St., San Francisco. “Acid Test," w/ 
D'Marc Cantu, Tyrel Williams, Bai-ee, Miguel Solari, 
Fil Latorre, 9:30 p.m., $12-$15. 


Hip-Hop Weirdos 
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Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement St., San Francisco. 
100% Silk Label Tour, w/ Octo Octa, Magic Touch, 
Coyote Clean Up (on the upstairs stage), 9 p.m., 
$13-$15. 

Public Works: 161 Erie, San Francisco. Dubfire, DJ 
Rooz, Mossmoss, Bob Campbell, Bardia F, Keith 
Kraft, 9:30 p.m., $13-$20. 

Ruby Skye: 420 Mason, San Francisco. Supers & Tab, 
9 p.m., $20 advance. 

Temple: 540 Howard, San Francisco. Blaus, Lenny Kiser, 
King James, Twin Spin, 10 p.m., $15. 

Vessel: 85 Campton, San Francisco. “Project X," w/ 
Matth, Kepik, Beau Kelly, Rose, 10 p.m., $10-$30. 


HIP-HOP 


DNA Lounge: 375 11th St., San Francisco. ‘Hella Fresh 
Fest,” w/ Zion I, Tribal Seeds, CunninLynguists, 
Pacific Dub, Richie Cunning, Rey Resurreccion, 
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With the 3030 Orchestra. 9 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 
23 at the Fillmore. $44.50; thefillmore.com. 


Can you even imagine how different the world was when the first Deltron 
3030 album came out? We're talking before Sept. 11, before Facebook, be- 
fore widespread drone warfare, before roughly half of Americans kept de- 
vices called Androids in their pockets. And yet, in 2000, a trio of deeply 
proficient hip-hop weirdos — Oakland MC Del the Funky Homosapien, 
San Francisco producer and impresario Dan the Automator, and Vancouver 
pseudo-furry turntablist Kid Koala — wrapped up pretty much all of that 
in what might be the least self-serious dystopian vision our civilization has 
ever produced. The self-explanatory Event 2, released in September, finds 
the Deltron franchise spreading itself a little thin (e.g., celeb-chef David 
Chang dishing on food culture in the year 3040), but the sound of it — se- 
cured on this tour by a 16-piece orchestra — recalls a time when this odys- 
sey charted essential new territory. Daniel Levin Becker 
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ALL SHOWS ALL AGES 


THURSDAY NOVEMBER 21 


NORMA JEAN 
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MR. SMITH 
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Rgind & Duckwrth, MK Smth, more, 8 p.m., $25-$50. 

John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco. “Flow,” w/ 
The Whooligan & Mikos Da Gawd, Fourth Friday of 
every month, 10 p.m., free befoe 11 p.m. 


ACOUSTIC 


Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco. Homesick 
Elephant, 7 p.m. 

Cafe Du Nord: 2170 Market, San Francisco. Supermule, 
Cahalen Morrison & Eli West, The Barbary Ghosts, 
9:30 p.m., $9-$12. 

Dolores Park Cafe: 501 Dolores, San Francisco. Keeva, 
Beryl Baker, 7:30 p.m. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Jason 
Powers, Karmina, XY Unlimited, 9 p.m., $10. 

The Lost Church: 65 Capp St., San Francisco. “Once 
Silent Hollows,” w/ Jean Marc, Vessna Scheff, and 
David Colon, 8 p.m., $10. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. Get Offa 
My Lawn, 9 p.m. 

Swedish American Hall: 2174 Market, San Francisco. 
William Fitzsimmons, Denison Witmer, 8 p.m., $20. 


JAZZ 


Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, San Francisco. Chuck Peter- 
son Quintet, Fourth Friday of every month, 5:30 p.m. 

Cafe Claude: 7 Claude, San Francisco. Jerry Oakley 
Trio, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro At Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Charles Unger Experience, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Red Poppy Art House: 2698 Folsom, San Francisco. 
Voices for the Poppy: A Special Benefit Concert, 
Meklit Hadero hosts music and poetry by Tiffany 
Austin, Tom Sway, Prasant Radhakrishnan, Todd 
Thomas Brown, Schuyler Karr, and Michael Warr, 


Psychedelic Squalls 


COMETS ON FIRE 


7:30 p.m., $15-$50. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. Steve 
Lucky & Carmen Getit, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, San Francisco. 
Carol Luckenbach, 7:30 p.m., $8. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Sebastian Parker Quartet, 9 p.m. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, San 
Francisco. Black Market Jazz Orchestra, 9 p.m., 
$10. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Cafe Cocomo: 650 Indiana, San Francisco. Taste 
Fridays, featuring local cuisine tastings, salsa 
bands, dance lessons, and more, 7:30 p.m., $15 
(free entry to patio). 

Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, San Francisco. 
Orquesta Borinquen, 8 p.m. 

Pachamama Restaurant: 1630 Powell, San Francisco. 
Cuban Night with Fito Reinoso, 7:30 & 9:15 p.m., 
$15-S18. 

Yoshi's San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Septeto Nacional de Cuba, 8 & 10 p.m., $26-$30. 


REGGAE 


The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. The 
Green, Kimie, Extra Classic, 9:30 p.m., $20. 


BLUES 


Biscuits and Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Jarekus 
Singleton, 7:30 & 10 p.m., $20. 

Lou's Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson St., San Francisco. 
Eldon Brown, 8:30 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. David M’ore, 
4 p.m.; Eugene Huggins, 9:30 p.m. 


8 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 26, at the White Horse 
Bar, Oakland. $15; whitehorsebar.com. 


One of the most celebrated bands to emerge from the Bay Area under- 
ground since the turn of the millennium, beloved S.F. psych-noise crew 
Comets on Fire delivered a lo-fi blast of distortion heard around the world 
with its scorching self-titled debut in 2001. Built around guitarist Ethan 
Miller’s elemental six-string destruction and howling, Echoplex-drenched 
vocals (manipulated by effect tweaker Noel Von Harmonson), the album’s 
transcendent squall established the group as regional standard-bearers of 
the sonic freak flag previously flown by Blue Cheer, Chrome, and Mono- 
shock. Brilliantly unhinged live shows, acclaimed international tours, and 
several lauded releases for Ba Da Bing and Sub Pop would follow, but Com- 
ets eventually went on an extended hiatus that stretched until the group 
reconvened to back longtime guitarist Ben Chasny on last year’s stunning 
Six Organs of Admittance album, Ascent. The resurrected band brings its 
joyful, fuzz-laden noise back to the stage when it plays its first Bay Area 
show in almost six years at Oakland’s White Horse Bar. Dave Pehling 
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Tupelo: 1337 Green St., San Francisco. Marshall Law 
Band, 9 p.m. 


FREE 


Pier 23 Cafe: Pier 23, San Francisco. Danilo y Universal, 
8 p.m., free. 


SOUL 


Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Francisco. 
Marcus Cohen & The Congress, Kev Choice Ensemble, 
9 p.m., $12-$15. 

Edinburgh Castle: 950 Geary, San Francisco. ‘‘Soul 
Crush,” w/ DJ Serious Leisure, 10 p.m., free. 


SATURDAY 11/23 


ROCK 


Amoeba Music: 1855 Haight, San Francisco. Nik 
Turner's Hawkwind, 2 p.m., free. 

Bender's: 806 S. Van Ness, San Francisco. Wild Eyes, 
Buffalo Tooth, 10 p.m., $5. 

Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. 
That's Not Her, Scissors for Lefty, Vela Eyes, 9:30 
p.m., $10-$12. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Francisco. 
Nobunny, Nubs, Primitive Hearts, G. Green, DJ Kevin 
Spaghetti, 9 p.m., $12. 

Cafe Du Nord: 2170 Market, San Francisco. Lee 
Gallagher & The Hallelujah, Coo Coo Birds, Be Calm 
Honcho, 9:30 p.m., $10-$12. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia St., San Francisco. The 
Entrance Band, Raw Geronimo, 9 p.m., $12-$15. 
Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. “The Hop,” 
w/ The Royal Deuces, Cole Walker & His Rhythm 
Section, Kountry Kittens Burlesque, DJ Tom G, 

more, 9 p.m., $13. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, San Francisco. Brother 
JT, Carlton Melton, Life Coach, Suzuki Junzo, 
9:30 p.m., $8. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. ‘Shine 
On," w/ Electro Group, Cruel Summer, Corey, Tepid 
Joy, 9 p.m., $6. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. The 
Impersonations, Mane, 7:30 p.m., $8. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement St., San Francisco. 
The Parmesans, Cash for Gold, Mary Jones’ Lights, 
Staring@Stars, 9 p.m., $8-$10. 

Slim's: 333 1th St., San Francisco. Finntroll, Black- 
guard, Metsatdll, 9 p.m., $25. 

Sub-Mission Art Space (Balazo 18 Gallery): 2183 
Mission, San Francisco. Garrett Miranda, The Resis- 
tance Panel, Skitzofrenik, The Residuals, 8 p.m., $5. 

Thee Parkside: 1600 17th St., San Francisco. Attik Door, 
Moxie Kids, Field of Stones, Rage Against Florence 
& The Machine, 9 p.m., $8. 


DANCE 


BeatBox: 314 11th St., San Francisco. “Evolution,” 
w/ Marco Da Silva, Christopher B, 10 p.m., $10-$15 
advance. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. “Villainy: The 
Dance Club with a Dark Side - Celebrating 50 Years 
of Doctor Who,” w/ DJs Tomas Diablo, Donimo, Chris 
Zachos, Daniel Skellington, and Prince Charming, 
9:30 p.m., $5-$8. 

DNA Lounge: 375 Ith St., San Francisco. “Bootie S.F.,” 
w/ A+D, DJ Dada, Smash-Up Derby, DJ Tripp, DJ Lex, 
Barney Iller, Teknacolor Ninja, more, 9 p.m., $10-$15. 

F8: 1192 Folsom St., San Francisco. “Trap City,” w/ 
DJ Sliink, UltraViolet, Napsty, Audio 1, Lé Swndle, 
Astro, WolfBitch, Thizz Markie, 10 p.m., $15 advance. 

Harlot: 46 Minna, San Francisco. Helena, Spektor, 
D-Bryk, 9 p.m. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
“Blunted Funk,” w/ resident DJs Sneak-E Pete & 
Chilipino, Fourth Saturday of every other month, 
9 p.m., $5 (free before 10 p.m.). 

Mighty: 119 Utah, San Francisco. “Bass Cabaret: A 
Titanic Experience,” w/ Stephan Jacobs, Gydyr, 
Jake Lamante, Nebakaneza, plus burlesque & circus 
performers, 10 p.m., $22-$60 advance. 

Monarch: 101 6th St., San Francisco. Monarch 2-Year 
Anniversary, w/ Danny Daze, DJ M3, Shiny Objects, 
Dust Red Skies, Queen Majesty & Saboteur, Columbo 
Ahmed, Mozhgan, Jacob Fury, 9 p.m., $10-$20. 

Public Works: 161 Erie, San Francisco. “Thanksgifting,” 
w/ Deekline, DJ Icon, Brad Robinson, Barney IIler, 


Annual Thanksgiving Dinner & Canned Food Drive,” 
w/ VJ LaRock, 9:30 p.m., $8-$15. 

Ruby Skye: 420 Mason, San Francisco. “World Town,” 
w/ Chocolate Puma, Trevor Simpson, 9 p.m., $25 
advance. 

The Stud: 399 Ninth St., San Francisco. “Porno,” w/ 
DJs James Torres & Trixxx, 9 p.m., $5. 

Sub-Mission Art Space (Balazo 18 Gallery): 2183 Mis- 
sion, San Francisco. “Requiem,” w/ DJs Xiola, Owen, 
and Calexica (in the back room), 9:30 p.m., $5. 

Temple: 540 Howard, San Francisco. “Life,” w/ David 
Garcia, David Paul, The Whooligan, Tim Brown, 
Frankie Jr., J-Trip, 10 p.m., $20. 

Vessel: 85 Campton, San Francisco. Chris Garcia, 10 
p.m., $10-$30. 


HIP-HOP 


John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco. “Nice,” w/ DJ 
Apollo, Fourth Saturday of every month, 10 p.m., $5. 

Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco. Alexander 
Spit, 9 p.m., $8. 


ACOUSTIC 


Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco. Wave 
the Sea, 7 p.m. 

The Lost Church: 65 Capp St., San Francisco. Erin 
Brazill & The Brazillionaires, Rusty Stringfield, 
8 p.m., $10. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. Br’er 
Rabbit, 9 p.m. 

St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church: 2097 Turk, San 
Francisco. Anne & Pete Sibley, The T Sisters, 8 
p.m., $12-$15. 


JAZZ 


Cafe Claude: 7 Claude, San Francisco. Lori Carsillo, 
7:30 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro At Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Bill “Doc’’ Webster & Jazz Nostalgia, 7:30 p.m., free. 

The Rite Spot Cafe: 2099 Folsom, San Francisco. 
Panique, 9 p.m., free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. Steve 
Lucky & Carmen Getit, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, San Francisco. 
Octobop, 7:30 p.m., $10. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
The Robert Stewart Experience, 9 p.m. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Lisa Lindsley, 8 
p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom St., San Francisco. “Pura,” 
9 p.m., $20. 

Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
La Gente, La Chamba, DJ Kush Arora, 9:30 p.m., 
$10-$15. 

Cafe Cocomo: 650 Indiana, San Francisco. Somos el 
Son, DJ Good Sho, 8 p.m., $15. 

Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, San Francisco. 
Saboriche, 8 p.m. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. “El 
SuperRitmo,” w/ DJs Roger Mas & El Kool Kyle, 
10 p.m., $5. 


REGGAE 


The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. The 
Green, Kimie, Skins & Needles, 9:30 p.m., sold out. 
Mezzanine: 444 Jessie, San Francisco. Barrington Levy, 
Mango Kingz, DJ Smoky, Rozone, 9 p.m., $25-$45. 


BLUES 


Biscuits and Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Rick 
Estrin & The Nightcats, 7:30 & 10 p.m., $22. 

Lou's Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson St., San Francisco. 
Robert “Hollywood” Jenkins, 7:30 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Dave Workman, 
Fourth Saturday of every month, 4 p.m.; Curtis 
Lawson, 9:30 p.m. 


SUNDAY 11/24 
ROCK 


Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Francisco. 
The Shivering Lilies featuring Lily Holbrook, Matt 
Jaffe & The Distractions, 7 p.m., $10. 

DNA Lounge: 375 1ith St., San Francisco. Thy Art Is 
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LAURA LOW (LOWRIDERZ) 


NOVEMBER 27 
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NICO TURNER 


DECEMBER 1 * ALL-SEATED SHOW 


12™ PLANET 
SPL * TWO FRESH * DJ DIALS 


DECEMBER 5 


DIR EN GREY 
py.\cTe]} =7.\ 


NOVEMBER 23 


IN THIS MOMENT 
MOTIONLESS IN WHITE 
KYNG 
ALL HAIL THE YETI 


NOVEMBER 26 


1300 VAN NESS at SUTTER * THEREGENCYBALLROOM.COM 


@THEWARFIELD 
WZ @REGENCYBALLROOM 
@GOLDENVOICESF 


WARFIELD 
REGENCYBALLROOM 6} THEREGENCYBALLROOM 
GOLDENVOICESF 


THE WARFIELD 


ON SALE FRIDAY AT 10AM 
JULY 7 


CD & VINYL: Available 11-29-13 
EXCLUSIVELY at indie retail 


fallel<er-\V-meolan DIGITAL: Available 12-3-13 
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NOVEMBER 30 = 2ND SHOW ADDED BY POPULAR DEMAND! 


Due to the physical nature of the performances not all advertised dancers may be appearing 
©19 Entertainment Ltd & dick clark productions, inc., Reg.U.S. Pat & TM Off. 


DECEMBER 7 with WILD FEATHERS 


THE truTV 
WHAT CHRISTMAS 


MEANS TOUR 
KEM TOUR FEATURING 


DECEMBER 12 THE TENDERLOINS 


DECEMBER 14 
JIM GAFFIGAN 
DECEMBER 13 
TWO SHOWS! 7:30PM & 10 


MEGADETH 





DECEMBER 18 


THEWARFIELDTHEATRE.COM 
WARFIELD BOX OFFICE OPEN SUNDAYS 10AM - 4PM 





THEWARFIELD 


GOLDENVOICESF 


(IMPRACTICAL) JOKERS 


FEAR FACTORY « NONPOINT 


Ejagz, Nugz, Clarkie, Mystr Hatchet, DJMK, Alvaro . spl 
Brave; Dy Dane, 7pm, olaeet) te eee ae mH OD Saale ad) SoLDENvoice.com Get tickets at a "Ss com es Bun oun 
Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. “Gameboi S.F:: $12 OR CALL 888-929-7849 ' am taal poe 
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El Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco. Mercury in 
Retrograde, Bitter Fruit, DJ Adee Roberson, 8 
p.m., $5-$10. 


DANCE 


Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. ‘Dub Mis- 
sion,” w/ Mr. E, DJ Sep, Maneesh the Twister, 9 p.m., 
$6 (free before 9:30 p.m.). 

F8: 1192 Folsom St., San Francisco. “Stamina Sun- 
days,” w/ DBridge, Method One, Lukeino, Jamal, 
10 p.m., free. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. “Sweater 
Funk,” 10 p.m.., free. 

Monarch: 101 6th St., San Francisco. ‘Direct to Earth,” 
w/ Marc Houle, Solar, Bob Campbell, Max Gardner, 
Patrick Gil, 9 p.m., $15. 

The Parlor: 2801 Leavenworth, San Francisco. DJ Marc 
deVasconcelos, 10 p.m.., free. 

The Stud: 399 Ninth St., San Francisco. ‘Cognitive 
Dissonance," Fourth Sunday of every month, 6 p.m. 
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FRIDAY 11/22 


DUBFIRE 
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WEDNESDAY 11/21 


4 ALL TOUR 
FT. NADASTROM 
SALVA - SINDEN 


i 


FRIDAY 12/6 - MAINROOM 


TALIB KWELI 


FRIDAY 11/29 
MIXOLOGI 


THURSDAY 12/4 - 
TRICKSKI 


FRIDAY 12/6 - 
HAGETERIA 


SATURDAY 12/7 
THE BAY BREWED 


Aa 
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Pay Ue: 


ACOUSTIC 


Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco. Br’er 
Rabbit, The Family Crest, 6 p.m. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Don DiLego, 
Misisipi Mike, The California Sons, 8 p.m., $8- 
$10. 

Lou's Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson St., San Francisco. 
Sam Johnson, 4 p.m. 

The Lucky Horseshoe: 453 Cortland, San Francisco. 
The Ring of Truth Trio, 8 p.m. 

Pier 23 Cafe: Pier 23, San Francisco. The Barren 
Vines, 6 p.m., free. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. Seisidin 
with Marla Fibish, 9 p.m. 

The Rite Spot Cafe: 2099 Folsom, San Francisco. Happy 
Family Singers, Yard Sale, 5 p.m., free. 

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church: 1755 Clay, San Fran- 
cisco. “Sunday Night Mic," w/ Roem Baur, 5 p.m., 
free. 


JAZZ 


CWORIKS 


\¥ . 
eet 
SATURDAY 11/23 


DUSTY RHINO 
HT. DEEKLINE 


+ 


SATURDAY 11/30 


SETH TROXLER 
a’ < 


SATURDAY 12/1 
DISTRIKT: HOLIDAZE 


SUNDAY 12/6 
T-PARTY: HOLIDAY BAZAAR 


MONDAY 12/9 
BOLD ITALIC: TECH PANEL 


TUESDAY 12/10 
ZEROCATER: FOOD-FOR-ALL 
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Jazz Bistro At Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Bill “Doc’’ Webster & Jazz Nostalgia, 7:30 p.m., free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. Lavay 
Smith & Chris Siebert, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Barbara Ochoa, 
7:30 p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Atmosphere: 447 Broadway, San Francisco. “Hot 
Bachata Nights,” w/ DJ El Guapo, 5:30 p.m., $10 
($18-$25 with dance lessons). 

Balancoire: 2565 Mission St., San Francisco. ‘Tardea- 
das Tropicales,” 3 p.m. 

Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. “Brazil 
& Beyond,” 6:30 p.m., free. 

Old First Presbyterian Church: 1751 Sacramento, 
San Francisco. Melody of China: 20th Anniversary 
Concert, 4 p.m., $14-$17. 


BLUES 


DEZRIGRTUW 


SERVICE FOR THE SICK?! 


DM [MONDAY MADNESS 
Cw | wickeD WEDNESDAYS 
DF [PUNKAS FUCK 
SA [IWWeT PANTIES 


HAPPY HOUR TIL 7PM 
$2 TECATE, $3 PBR 
FREE BBQ EVERY SAT. & SUN. 


3139 16TH ST. 415-552-5525 
MON - WED 2PM-2AM 
THURS & FRI TIAM-2AM, SAT & SUN 1PM-2AM 


TUPELO 


Great Food, Strong Drinks, Live Music 
WED 11/20 
TRIVIA W/ SAL spn 
JEFF JOLLY BAND spn 
THU 11/21 
FRIENDS OF THE DEVIL sem 
FRI 11/22 
MARSHALL LAW sem 
SAT 11/23 
TBA 
SUN 11/24 
LOWE GANGSTERS pm 
MON 11/25 
CHRIS FORD BAND spn 
TUE 11/26 
MAL SHARPE'S BIG MONEY IN JAZZ cpm 
DANCE KARAOKE W/ DJ PURPLE ssopm 


1337 GRANT AVE. 
415.981.9177 
WWW .TUPELOSF .COM 


facebook. com/tupelosf 
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Biscuits and Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Sean 
Chambers, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $18. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Blues Power, 
4 p.m.; The Door Slammers, 9:30 p.m. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Bohemian Knuckleboogie, 8 p.m., free. 

Swig: 571 Geary, San Francisco. Sunday Blues Jam 
with Ed Ivey, 9 p.m. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


Center for New Music: 55 Taylor St., San Francisco. Into 
the Thicket, w/ Anne Rainwater, 7:30 p.m., $10-$15. 


MONDAY 11/25 
ROCK 


Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Francisco. 
Social Studies, Ash Reiter, The She's, 9 p.m., $6. 
Cafe Du Nord: 2170 Market, San Francisco. Paws, Surf 
Club, Tiaras, Pro Fan DJs, 9 p.m., $10. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. Will 
Sprott, Devotionals, DJ Neil Martinson, 9 p.m., 
$10. 


DANCE 


DNA Lounge: 375 tith St., San Francisco. “Death Guild,” 
18+ dance party with DJs Decay, Joe Radio, Melting 
Girl, & guests, 9:30 p.m., $3-$5. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “Wanted,” w/ DJs 
Key&Kite and Richie Panic, 9 p.m., free. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco. “Vienetta 
Discotheque,” w/ DJs Stanley Frank and Robert 
Jeffrey, 10 p.m., free. 


HIP-HOP 


Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. Jel & Seren- 
geti, 9 p.m., $10. 


ACOUSTIC 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. The Earl Broth- 
ers, Fourth Monday of every month, 9 p.m.., free. 

Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco. West 
Coast Songwriters Competition, 7 p.m. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Open mic 
with Brendan Getzell, 8 p.m., free. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Peter Lind- 
man, 4 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco. Le Jazz Hot, 
7p.m., free. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. City 
Jazz Instrumental Jam Session, 8 p.m. 

The Union Room at Biscuits and Blues: 401 Mason, 


ASIANS 


NYE-2014 


All Systems Are Go- 


Fy ~ Stisitie 


(clan me) 


John Beaver 





San Francisco. The Session: A Monday Night Jazz 
Series, pro jazz jam with Mike Olmos, 7:30 p.m., 
$12. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Gayle Wilhelm, 
7:30 p.m., free. 


REGGAE 


Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., San Francisco. “Skylark- 
ing,” w/ I&I Vibration, 10 p.m., free. 


BLUES 


Jazz Bistro At Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Bohemian Knuckleboogie, 7:30 p.m., free. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. The Bachelors, 
9:30 p.m. 

Tupelo: 1337 Green St., San Francisco. Chris Ford, 9 p.m. 


TUESDAY 11/26 
ROCK 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. French Cas- 
settes, Black Cobra Vipers, Waterstrider, 9:15 
p.m., $7. 

Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. Rode 
Down, Spooky Flowers, FayRoy, 9 p.m., $8. 

Cafe Du Nord: 2170 Market, San Francisco. Rare Monk, 
Vinyl Spectrum, 7:30 p.m., $8. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. Ego Likeness, 
Servitor, The RaZor Skyline, DJ Unit 77, 9 p.m., $10. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, San Francisco. Future Twin, 
Week of Wonders, Twin Steps, Randumbly Chillaxin, 
8:30 p.m., $6. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
Monster Magnet, Royal Thunder, Anti-Mortem, 
8 p.m., $25. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. The Nerv, 
Go Time, Nihilist Cunt, DJ Mashi Mashi, 9:30 p.m., 
$6. 


DANCE 


Aunt Charlie's Lounge: 133 Turk, San Francisco. 
“High Fantasy," w/ DJ Viv, Myles Cooper, & guests, 
10 p.m., $2. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “Switch,” w/ DJs 
Jenna Riot & Andre, 9 p.m., $3. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco. “Shelter,” 
10 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco. Andy 
Padlo, 7 p.m. continues through. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia St., San Francisco. Julianna 
Barwick, Mark McGuire, 8 p.m., $12. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Claes Cem, 


Shee Sartkside 


FULL BAR 7 DAYS + Happy Hour M-F, 2-8pm 
OPEN AT 2PM, SAT AT NOON 
KITCHEN OPEN DAILY - SUNDAY BRUNCH (11AM-3PM) 


6PM-11PM - WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 20TH - $5 
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UPCOMING SHOWS 


theeparkside.com 





1600 17th Street » 415-252-1330 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


Kingsborough, Austin James Hicks, 8 p.m., $7. 
Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. Song 
session with Cormac Gannon, Last Tuesday of 
every month, 9 p.m. 
The Rite Spot Cafe: 2099 Folsom, San Francisco. 
Toshio Hirano, 8:30 p.m.., free. 


JAZZ 


Blush! Wine Bar: 476 Castro, San Francisco. Kally 
Price & Rob Reich, 7 p.m., free. 

Burritt Room: 417 Stockton St., San Francisco. Terry 
Disley's Rocking Jazz Trio, 6 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro At Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
M.B. Hanif & The Sound Voyagers, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco. Lavay Smith & 
Her Red Hot Skillet Lickers, 7 p.m. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Eric Wiley, 8 p.m. 

Tupelo: 1337 Green St., San Francisco. Mal Sharpe's 
Big Money in Jazz Band, 6 p.m. 
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419-990-7510 
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HAPPY HOUR 
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FOR SF WEEKLYREADERS 
(ASK YOUR SERVER) 
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Verdi Club: 2424 Mariposa, San Francisco. “Tuesday 
Night Jump,” w/ Stompy Jones, 9 p.m., $10-$12. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Cafe Cocomo: 650 Indiana, San Francisco. ‘Descarga 
S.F.," w/ DJs Hong & Good Sho, 8 p.m., $12. 

F8: 1192 Folsom St., San Francisco. “Underground 
Nomads," w/ rotating resident DJs Amar, Sep, and 
Dulce Vita, plus guests, 9 p.m., $5 (free before 
9:30 p.m.). 


REGGAE 
Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco. “Bless Up,” w/ 
Jah Warrior Shelter Hi-Fi, 10 p.m. 
BLUES 


Biscuits and Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Ron 
Thompson & The Resistors, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $15. 
Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. Dr. 


DRINKS « FOOD « MUSIC 


WED 11/20 7PM S15 ADV / $17 DOOR 


FREESTONE PEACHES 
-ATRIBUTE TODUANE ALLMAN I 


: 
| 


ID EARTHOUAK 


SAT 11/23 8PM Tak ADV & _ 


‘on Bi ca 


SUN 11/24 7PM = ADV / $22 DOOR 


WED 1/27 7PM $22 ADV / $24 DOOR 


VINYE PP el) 


FRI 1/29 7PM $I7 ADV / $20 DOOR 
THE 85'S BLACK. FRIDAY BASH: 


MATT JAFFE 
& THE DISTRACTIONS. 


ae. = + eee 


SAT II/30 7PM - $22 ADV / $27 DOOR 
BARRERE & TACKETT 
oFLITTLEFEAT 


WED (2/4 7PM SEAT: $27 ADV / $32 DOOR 
GA: $20 ADV / $25 DOOR 


CRYSTAL BOWERSOX 


with SETH GLIER 
FRI 12/6 8PM $20 ADV / $22 DOOR 


TWO GALLANTS 





Mojo, 9:30 p.m., free. 
The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Powell Street 
Blues Band, 9:30 p.m. 


HOLIDAYS 2013 


Tith Annual Elf Party: Holiday themed costume party 
that benefits kids’ charities. Sat., Dec. 14, 8:30 
p.m., $50. The Regency Ballroom, 1290 Sutter, San 
Francisco, 673-5716, www.theregencyballroom.com. 

Tith Annual San Francisco Paro! Lantern Festival 
& Parade: Filipino procession whose 2013 theme 
is “Liwanag para sa tanan: Enlightenment for All.” 
Sat., Dec. 14, 5 p.m., free, kularts.org. Yerba Buena 
Gardens, Fourth St. & Mission, San Francisco, 284- 
9589, www.yerbabuenagardens.com. 

14th Annual America’s Children’s Holiday Parade: 
Giant inflatable balloon characters, parade floats, 
and marching bands make their way up Broadway 
as part of this new Oakland seasonal tradition 
begun in the year 2000. Sat., Dec. 7, 2 p.m., free, 
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americas-holiday-parade.com. Frank Ogawa Plaza, 
1 Frank H. Ogawa Plaza, Oakland, 831-2700, www. 
oaklandnet.com. 

2013 Fight Hunger Bowl: College football fundraiser 
for the S.F. Food Bank, St. Anthony's, and Glide 
Memorial Church featuring the BYU Cougars vs. a 
Pac-12 team TBD. Fri., Dec. 27, 6:30 p.m., $25-$85 
advance, fighthungerbowl.org. AT&T Park (Giants’ 
Ballpark), 24 Willie Mays Plaza, San Francisco, 
972-1800, www.sfgiants.com. 

21st Annual Kung Pao Kosher Comedy: Jewish 
Comedy on Christmas in a Chinese Restaurant: 
Lisa Geduldig hosts her yearly series of Jesus-free 
dinner parties with guest comedians Gary Gulman, 
Adrianne Tolsch, and Samson Koletkar. Dec. 24-26, 
6 & 9:30 p.m., $44-$64, koshercomedy.com. New 
Asia Restaurant, 772 Pacific Ave., San Francisco, 
391-6666. 

22nd Annual Holiday Crafts Fair: Starting Dec. 7, 
Saturdays, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Continues through Dec. 21, 
free. Berkeley Farmers’ Market, Center St. & Martin 
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Luther King, Jr. Way, Berkeley, 510-548-3333, www. 
ecologycenter.org/bfm. 

24th Annual Great Tree Lighting: Fri., Nov. 29, 6 
p.m. Union Square Park, 333 Post, San Francisco, 
831-2700, unionsquarepark.us. 

27th Annual Embarcadero Lighting Ceremony & 
Carnival: Fri., Nov. 22, 4p.m., free. Justin Herman 
Plaza, 1 Market, San Francisco, 772-0700. 

35th Annual Great Dickens Christmas Fair & Vic- 
torian Holiday Party: Families flock to this huge 
yearly recreation of Victorian London replete with 
costumed performers, gift shops, food, music, 
and all-around olde style merriment. Sat., Nov. 
23, 10 a.m.-7 p.m., $8-$30, dickensfair.com. Cow 
Palace, 2600 Geneva, Daly City, 404-4111, www. 
cowpalace.com. 

A Cathedral Christmas: Featuring the Grace Cathedral 
Choir of Men and Boys. Starting Dec. 14, Saturdays, 
Sundays, 3 p.m.; Fri., Dec. 20, 7:30 p.m. Continues 
through Dec. 22, $15-$50. Grace Cathedral, 1100 
California, San Francisco, 749-6300, www.grace- 
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cathedral.org. 

A Christmas Carol: Dickens’ haunted holiday story 
returns to the stage as a musical, with James 
Carpenter starring as Ebenezer Scrooge. Starting 
Dec. 6, Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Dec. 28, $20-$95. American Conservatory Theater 
(A.C.T.), 415 Geary, San Francisco, 749-2228, www. 
act-sf.org/site/PageServer. 

A Holiday Tradition: Includes tours of the lavishly 
decorated mansion, carriage rides, live entertain- 
ment, and other seasonal offerings. Starting Dec. 
7, Saturdays, Sundays, 12-4 p.m. Continues through 
Dec. 22, $9-$38. Dunsmuir House and Gardens 
Historic Estate, 2960 Peralta Oaks Court, Oakland, 
510-562-0328, www.dunsmuir.org. 

A Swell Noél: Holiday musical cabaret with Craig 
Jessup. Dec. 17-21, 7:30 p.m.; Sun., Dec. 22,5 p.m., 
$23-$32. Aurora Theatre Company, 2081 Addison, 
Berkeley, 510-843-4822, www.auroratheatre.org. 

American Bach Soloists: Handel's Messiah: Dec. 
11-12, 7:30 p.m., $15-$94, americanbach.org. Grace 


Cathedral, 1100 California, San Francisco, 749-6300, 
www.gracecathedral.org. 

Animate Your Night: Jolly Holiday: Xmas installment 
of the museum's adults-only nightlife event, with 
two special presentations of the Charles Phoe- 
nix Retro Holiday Slide Show to satisfy all your 
ultra-kitschy nostalgia needs. Fri., Dec. 13, 6 & 8 
p.m., $15-$40. The Walt Disney Family Museum, 
104 Montgomery, San Francisco, 345-6800, www. 
waltdisney.org. 

Ballet Flamenco: Fiesta Navidefia: Starting Dec. 7, 
Saturdays, Sundays, 6:15 p.m. Continues through 
Dec. 29, $15-$19, carolinalugo.com. Pachamama 
Restaurant, 1630 Powell, San Francisco, 646-0018, 
www.pachamamacenter.org. 

The Bay Brass: A Brass & Organ Christmas: Thu., 
Dec. 19, 7:30 p.m., $15-$50. Grace Cathedral, 
1100 California, San Francisco, 749-6300, www. 
gracecathedral.org. 

Bay Street Holiday Tree Lighting Ceremony: Thu., 
Nov. 21, 6 p.m., free. Bay Street Emeryville, 5616 


THE GREATEST MASHUP PARTY IN THE UNIVERSE 





SECOND LIFE IN REAL LIFE! 
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MAIN ROOM 
MASHUP DJs: 


A PLUS D 
DADA 


11PM: BOOTIE’S OWN 
LIVE MASHUP BAND 


SMASH-UP DERBY 


MIDNIGHT SHOW: 
FOU FOU HA 
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SECOND LIFE’S CLUB INFERUS CYBERCAST LIVE 
ON DNA LOUNGE’S BIG VIDEO SCREENS! 


RETRO ATTACH! 


TEKNACOLOR NINJA 


(TROPIC OF BASS / PHILLY) 


SATURDAY NOVEMBER 23 


THREE ROOMS * ONE PRICE! 


375 ELEVENTH STHEET @& HARRISON, S214 
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LOFT: 









‘BOs & 90s w/ DJs 
TRIPP « LEX 


LOUNGE: 


EAST COAST BURNER DJs 


BARNEY ILLER 
(VITAMIN B / NYC) 


w/t 


OP -AFTPRHOURS . $10 SEFURE (OPM BOOTESFLON 


SAP THE LIME 
FREE BOOTE MASHUP COs TO THE PRET 100 PEOPLE! 
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S)S ADVANCE TH. @ OF G_OUNGE DOW 


Bay St., Emeryville, 510-655-4002, www.baystree- 
temeryville.com. 

Beach Blanket Babylon Seasonal Extravaganza: 
Special holiday version of Steve Silver's pop-cul- 
ture-skewering musical revue, complete with tap 
dancing Christmas trees. Wednesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Dec. 28, $25-$159, beachblanket- 
babylon.com. Club Fugazi, 678 Green, San Francisco, 
421-4222, www.beachblanketbabylon.com. 

BevMo Holiday BeerFest: If you've ever asked why 
trees should be the only things to get lit this 
Christmas season, then this holiday craft beer 
tasting event is for you. Thu., Nov. 21, 6-10 p.m., 
$45-$60. Fort Mason, Festival Pavilion, Marina, San 
Francisco, 292-3531, www.fortmason.org. 

The Bill Graham Menorah: Eight evenings of Hanukkah 
candle lightings, music, and more in honor of the 
man born Wolodia Grajonca. Nov. 27-Dec. 4, free, 
billgrahammenorah.com. Union Square Park, 333 
Post, San Francisco, 831-2700, unionsquarepark.us. 

Black Christmas with the Afrofunk Experience & 
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2801 LEAVENWORTH STREET 
SAN FRANCISCO 
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THURSDAY NOV 21ST 
EVERY THURSDAY NIGHT 


“HONKY TONK 
THURSDAY” 


FEATURING 
COUNTRY LINE 
DANCING 
LIVE MUSIC & DJ’S 


COUNTRY, TOP-40, HIP-HOP 
AND PARTY ROCK 
$3 BEER, WHISKEY & 
VODKA SPECIALS 
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FRIDAY NOV 22ND 
SOULMOVERS PRESENTS 


m2 DAD VAN Le 
CITY” 


ONO) ee Os (0) 
PARTY ROCK & EDM 
GUEST LIST FREE 
UNTIL MIDNIGHT 
$150 BOTTLES OF GREY GOOSE 
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SATURDAY NOV 23RD 
MARSHALL DODSON PRESENTS 
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TOP-40, HIP-HOP, 
PARTY ROCK & EDM 
GUEST LIST IS FREE UNTIL 11PM 
$200 BOTTLES OF GREY GOOSE 
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Bottle Service | Birthdays | Private Events 


415.775.5110 
theparlorsf.com 
for calendar of events and information 





LETTERS NEWS COVERSTORY THECALENDAR ARTS &CULTURE FILM EAT 


Broun Fellinis: Thu., Dec. 19, 8:30 p.m., $8. Cafe 
Du Nord, 2170 Market, San Francisco, 861-5016, 
www.cafedunord.com. 

California Revels: 28th Annual Christmas Revels - 
The Spirits of Haddon Hall: Seasonal musical set 
in an English country estate after WWI. Starting 
Dec. 13, Saturdays, Sundays, 1 & 5 p.m.; Fridays, 8 
p.m. Continues through Dec. 22, $12-$55, califor- 
niarevels.org. Scottish Rite Theater, 1547 Lakeside, 
Oakland, 925-798-1300, www.scottish-rite.org. 

Celebrate50: Glide Annual Holiday Festival: Rev. 
Cecil Williams and Janice Mirikitani welcome Dr. 
Maya Angelou, Valerie Simpson, Judith Hill, Tom 
Johnston, San Jose Taiko, and more as they honor 
the 50th anniversary of Glide Memorial United 
Methodist Church. Wed., Dec. 4, 7 p.m., $65+. War 
Memorial Opera House, 301 Van Ness, San Francisco, 
864-3330, www.sfwmpac.org. 

Celtic Winter Solstice Concert with Four Shillings 
Short & Brocefiande: Sat., Dec. 21, 7:30 p.m., 
$10-$12. St. Cyprian's Episcopal Church, 2097 Turk, 
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WE ARE MONSTERS PRESENTS 


SAMMY D 


(WOLF + LAMB, LIFE & DEATH) 
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GET IT ON 
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MONARCH 2 YEAR ANNIVERSARY 


DANNY DAZE 
SLEIGHT OF HANDS 
SHINY OBJECTS 
DUST RED SKIES LIVE, 
MOZHGAN, QUEEN MAJESTY 
& SABOTEUR, JACOB FURY, 
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MARC HOULE 
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SOUNDPIECES CREW 
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MONARCHSF.COM 
HAPPY HOUR 


MONDAY - FRIDAY 5:30PM - 7:30PM 
SATURDAY - SUNDAY 8:00PM - 2:00AM 
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101 6TH ST. SF 





San Francisco, 567-1855, www.saintcyprianssf.org. 

Christmas in San Francisco Crystal Fair: The Pacific 
Crystal Guild presents vendors selling a “magical 
mix” of crystals, minerals, beads, jewelry, and 
related New Age items. Sat., Nov. 23, 10 a.m.-6 
p.m.; Sun., Nov. 24, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., $6 for two-day 
pass, crystalfair.com. Fort Mason, Conference 
Center, Marina, San Francisco, 345-7500, www. 
fortmason.org. 

Christmas with the Celts: Sun., Dec. 22, 2 & 6 p.m., 
$28-$55. Yoshi's San Francisco, 1330 Fillmore, San 
Francisco, 655-5600, www.yoshis.com. 

Cirque Dreams Holidaze: Touring production of 
director Neil Goldberg's colorfully costumed holiday 
circus show. Dec. 11-15, $45-$160, shnsf.com/online/ 
cirque. Curran Theatre, 445 Geary, San Francisco, 
551-2000, www.shnsf.com. 

Clerestory Christmas: Sat., Nov. 30, 8 p.m., $15- 
$25, clerestory.org. St. Mark's Lutheran Church, 
1111 O'Farrell, San Francisco, 928-7770, www. 
stmarks-sf.org. 

Community Tree Lighting & Holiday Market: Fri., 
Nov. 22, 5-7:30 p.m., free. Bayview Opera House, 
4705 Third St., San Francisco, 864-0386, www. 
bayviewoperahouse.org. 

Countess Katya Smirnoff-Skyy’'s Holiday Spectac- 
ular: Thu., Dec. 19, 8 p.m., $25-$35. Feinstein's at 
the Nikko, 222 Mason St., San Francisco, 394-1111. 

Dance-Along Nutcracker: Nutcrackers of the Carib- 
bean: Tchaikovsky gets a pirate makeover with help 
from the San Francisco Lesbian/Gay Freedom Band, 
Lesbian/Gay Chorus of San Francisco, Joe “Trauma 
Flintstone” Wicht, Tina Sogliuzzo, and your very own 
dancing feet. Sat., Dec. 14, 2 & 7 p.m.; Sun., Dec. 15, 
Tla.m. & 3 p.m., $10-$50, sflgfb.org. Yerba Buena 
Center for the Arts, 701 Mission, San Francisco, 
978-2787, www.ybca.org. 

Davies Symphony Hall: White Christmas: Screening of 
the 1954 musical film with live orchestral score by 
the S.F. Symphony. Fri., Dec. 6, 7:30 p.m., $25-$80. 
Davies Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, San Francisco, 
864-6000, www.sfsymphony.org. 

Distrikt: Holidaze - The Koktail Edition: w/ DJ 
Kramer, John Early, more Sat., Dec. 7, 9 p.m., $10- 
$15. Public Works, 161 Erie, San Francisco, 932-0955, 
www.publicsf.com. 

Drag Queens on Ice: An Eleganza Extravaganza: Thu., 
Dec. 12, 8-9:30 p.m., free. Union Square Park, 333 
Post, San Francisco, 831-2700, unionsquarepark.us. 

Eighth Annual Chris-Mix: Redwood Empire Food 
Bank benefit concert featuring Matt Nathanson, 
Vicci Martinez, and Parachute. Thu., Dec. 12, 8 
p.m., $25-$35, mix1049fm.com. Wells Fargo Center 
for the Arts, 50 Mark W. Springs Rd, Santa Rosa, 
707-546-3600, www.wellsfargocenterarts.org. 

Eighth Annual Christmas in San Francisco with Russ 
Lorenson & Friends: Featuring Wesla Whitfield & 
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Mike Greensill (Dec. 13) and Veronica Klaus (Dec. 
14). Dec. 13-14, 7:30 p.m., $25-$40. Pa’ina, 1865 
Post St., San Francisco, 829-2642. 

The El Vez & Rosie Flores Mexmas Show: Fri., Dec. 
20, 9 p.m., $15-$18. Elbo Room, 647 Valencia, San 
Francisco, 552-7788, www.elbo.com. 

Family Hanukkah Celebration: Menorah-lit holiday 
dinner including wine and live music. Sun., Dec. 1, 
4 p.m., $5-$20. Jewish Community Center of San 
Francisco, 3200 California, San Francisco, 292-1200, 
www.jccsf.org. 

Fifth Annual Hanukkah Community Celebration: 
Featuring music by the Nigunim Community Chorus, 
Rivka Amado, Mama Loshn, and the Adama Duo, plus 
dance performances. Sat., Nov. 30, 7:30 p.m., $15 
(children free). Jewish Community Center of the 
East Bay, 1414 Walnut, Berkeley, 510-848-0237, 
www.jcceastbay.org. 

Fifth Annual Renegade Craft Fair Winter Market: 
Dec. 21-22, 11 a.m.-6 p.m., free, renegadecraft.com. 
Concourse Exhibition Center, 635 Eighth St., San 
Francisco, 487-3293, www.sfvenues.com. 

Fourth Annual Ha Ha Ho Ho Holiday Comedy Show: 
Featuring headliner Paula Poundstone. Fri., Dec. 20, 
8 p.m., $35+ advance. Palace of Fine Arts, 3301 Lyon, 
San Francisco, 567-6642, www.palaceoffinearts.org. 

Fourth Annual Holiday Heroes: Celebrity athletes 
— including Joe Montana, Kristi Yamaguchi, Jonny 
Mosely, and more — join local kids for holiday crafts, 
games, stadium tours, and other activities to raise 
funds for the Wender Weis Foundation for Children. 
Mon., Dec. 9, 5:45-8:30 p.m., $195+, wenderweis. 
org/holiday.html. AT&T Park (Giants’ Ballpark), 24 
Willie Mays Plaza, San Francisco, 972-1800, www. 
sfgiants.com. 

Ghirardelli Square's 49th Annual Tree Lighting 
Ceremony: Fri., Nov. 29, 5:30 p.m., free. Ghirardelli 
Square, 900 N. Point, San Francisco, 775-5500, 
www.ghirardellisq.com. 

Golden Bough: A Celtic Yuletide Celebration: Fri., 
Dec. 20, 8 p.m., $14-$17, goldenboughmusic.com. 
Old First Presbyterian Church, 1751 Sacramento, San 
Francisco, 776-5552, www.oldfirst.org. 

The Golden Girls: The Christmas Episodes 2013: 
Heklina, Matthew Martin, Pollo Del Mar, Cookie 
Dough, and celebrity guests present their eighth 
annual “All Drag Xmas Exdrag-a-ganza” featuring 
everyone's favorite Floridian retirees in full-on 
holiday spirits. Starting Dec. 5, Sundays, 7 p.m.; 
Thursdays-Saturdays, 8 p.m. Continues through 
Dec. 22, $30, trannyshack.com. Victoria Theatre, 
2961 16th St., San Francisco, 863-7576, www. 
victoriatheatre.org. 

Hanukkah at the JCCSF: Includes a special family 
holiday party on Sunday, Dec. 1, with food, wine, 
music, and dancing starting 4 p.m. Nov. 27-Dec. 4. 
Jewish Community Center of San Francisco, 3200 
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California, San Francisco, 292-1200, www.jccsf.org. 

Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas: An Evening 
with Connie Champagne as Judy Garland: Wed., 
Dec. 18, 8 p.m., $25-$35. Feinstein’s at the Nikko, 
222 Mason St., San Francisco, 394-1111. 

Help Is on the Way for the Holidays XII: Benefit 
concert for the Positive Resource Center and Maitri 
Compassionate Care featuring Debby Boone, Jason 
Brock, Davis Gaines, Tim Hockenberry, Sharon 
McNight, Kim Nalley, Carly Ozard, Veronica Powers, 
Jai Rodriguez, Shawn Ryan, CeCe Sammy, and 
Bruce Vilanch Mon., Dec. 9, 7:30 p.m., $40+, help- 
isontheway.org. Marines’ Memorial Theatre, 609 
Sutter, San Francisco, 673-6672, www.marineclub. 
com/theatre.php. 

The Holiday Arcade: Pop-up shopping op at one of 
downtown's most historic locations. Nov. 29-Dec. 
1,9.a.m.-8 p.m. Old Mint, 88 Fifth St., San Francisco, 
537-1105, www.themintproject.org. 

Holiday Caroling on Lake Merritt: Share a “water 
sleigh” and sing with 15-20 other carolers during 
these musical boat rides on the lake. Tours depart 
from the Lake Merritt Boating Center in Lakeside 
Park (568 Bellevue Avenue). Starting Dec. 6, Thurs- 
days, Fridays, 4-8 p.m.; Saturdays, Sundays, 3-8 p.m. 
Continues through Dec. 22, $6. Lake Merritt, Grand 
Ave. off 580, Oakland, 831-2700. 

Holiday Crafts Day: Includes a special holiday 
performance of the Daniel DaVinci Comedy Circus 
Show at 2 p.m. Sat., Dec. 7, 10 a.m. Randall Museum, 
199 Museum, San Francisco, 554-9600, www. 
randallmuseum.org. 

Holiday Ice Rink at Embarcadero Center: Fridays, 
Saturdays, 10 a.m.-11:30 p.m.; Mondays-Thursdays, 
Sundays, 10 a.m.-9:30 p.m. Continues through Jan. 
5, $6-$10 (+ $4 for skate rentals), embarcadero- 
center.com/attractions/holiday-ice-rink. Justin 
Herman Plaza, 1 Market, San Francisco, 772-0700. 

Holiday Ice Rink in Union Square: Through Jan. 
20, 2014, 10 a.m.-11:30 p.m., $7-$11 (+ $5 for skate 
rentals), unionsquareicerink.com. Union Square 
Park, 333 Post, San Francisco, 831-2700, union- 
squarepark.us. 

Holiday Tea at the Old Mint: The S.F. Museum & 
Historical Society presents two services featuring 
tea, sparkling wine, scones, sandwiches, pastries, 
music by the Dickens Fair Carolers, magic by Walt 
Anthony, vault tours, and more. Wed., Dec. 4, 12 &3 
p.m., $75-$85, sfhistory.org. Old Mint, 88 Fifth St., 
San Francisco, 537-1105, www.themintproject.org. 

Home for the Holidays: Includes a winter village with 
a 45-foot tree, light displays, and “real live snow” 
falling thrice daily. Nov. 22-Dec. 31. Hyatt Regency 
San Francisco, 5 Embarcadero Center, San Francisco, 
788-1234, www.sanfranciscoregency.hyatt.com. 

It’s a Wonderful Life: Live: Bad Movie Night's Jim 
Fourniadis takes some loving revenge on Frank 
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Capra by writing and directing this humorous 
stage adaptation of the ubiquitous Christmas 
film. Starting Dec. 6, Fridays, Saturdays, 7:30 
p.m. Continues through Dec. 21, $20. Dark Room 
Theater, 2263 Mission, San Francisco, 401-7987, 
www.darkroomsf.com. 

Jack London Square Lights Up for the Holidays: 
Fri., Dec. 6, 5 p.m., free. Jack London Square, 
Broadway, Oakland, 510-814-6000, www.jacklon- 
donsquare.com. 

Jacob Marley's Christmas Carol: Ebenezer Scrooge's 
late business partner takes center stage in this 
re-envisioning of the classic Dickens story. Starting 
Nov. 21, Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Dec. 
22, $37-$58. Marin Theatre Company, 397 Miller, Mill 
Valley, 388-5200, www.marintheatre.org. 

The Jewelry Box: A Genuine Christmas Story: Brian 
Copeland tries to find the perfect holiday gift for 
his mother in this family friendly solo show set in 
1970s Oakland. Fridays, 8 p.m.; Saturdays, 5 p.m.; 
Thursdays, 8 p.m. Continues through Dec. 28. The 


Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia St., San Francisco, 
826-5750, www.themarsh.org. 

The Jewish Nutcracker: Tchaikovsky's score is 
adapted to tell the story of Hanukkah alongside 
a wide variety of international dance styles. Dec. 
6-7, 6:30 p.m.; Dec. 6-8, 2 p.m., $18-$28, jewishnut- 
cracker.com. Children’s Creativity Museum, 221 4th 
St., San Francisco, 820-3320, www.creativity.org. 

Kalin & Myles: Crazy for Christmas: Fri., Dec. 13, 
8 p.m., $18.50-$22. The Regency Ballroom, 1290 
Sutter, San Francisco, 673-5716, www.theregen- 
cyballroom.com. 

Kem: What Christmas Means: Thu., Dec. 12, 8 p.m., 
$49.50-$89.50. Warfield Theatre, 982 Market, San 
Francisco, 345-0900, www.thewarfieldtheatre.com. 

Killing My Lobster: Winter Follies - Comedic Vi- 
gnettes for the Happy Holidays: Seasonal sketch 
comedy starring Molly Benson, Erin Carter, Jan 
Gilbert, Cal Grant, Matt Gunnison, Allison Page, 
Paco Romane, and Griffin Taylor. Dec. 12-15, 8 p.m.; 
Sat., Dec. 14, 10 p.m., $20, killingmylobster.com. Z 
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Space Studio, 450 Florida, San Francisco, 626-0453, 
WWW.zspace.org. 

Kim Nalley’s Gospel Christmas: Sun., Dec. 22, 7:30 & 
9:30 p.m., $22. Biscuits and Blues, 401 Mason, San 
Francisco, 292-2583, www.biscuitsandblues.com. 

Kitka: Wintersongs: Sat., Dec. 21, 8 p.m., $15-$25, 
kitka.org. Old First Presbyterian Church, 1751 Sac- 
ramento, San Francisco, 776-5552, www.oldfirst.org. 

Klezmer Brunch with Kugelplex: Hanukkah celebra- 
tion with a menu including latkes, bagels, matzoh 
ball soup, and more. Sun., Dec. 1, 1-3 p.m., $10-$20. 
Salle Pianos & Events, 1632 Market St., San Fran- 
cisco, 240-2181, www.fine-european-pianos.com. 

Dave Koz & Friends: Christmas Tour 2013: w/ Oleta 
Adams, Jonathan Butler, Keiko Matsui Sun., Dec. 22, 
8 p.m. Warfield Theatre, 982 Market, San Francisco, 
345-0900, www.thewarfieldtheatre.com. 

Lawrence Ferrara: Holiday Guitar Concert to Cele- 
brate the Season: Fri., Dec. 6, 8 p.m., $14-$17. Old 
First Presbyterian Church, 1751 Sacramento, San 
Francisco, 776-5552, www.oldfirst.org. 
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Mannheim Steamroller Christmas: Tue., Dec. 3, 8 
p.m., $55-$75. Wells Fargo Center for the Arts, 50 
Mark W. Springs Rd, Santa Rosa, 707-546-3600, 
www.wellsfargocenterarts.org. 

Mark Foehringer’s Nutcracker Sweets: This con- 
temporary dance production serves up the classic 
ballet in bite-sized, kid-friendly shows that last less 
than an hour. Starting Dec. 7, Saturdays, Sundays, 
11a.m. & 2 p.m.; Dec. 14-15, 1la.m., 2 & 4 p.m.; Dec. 
20-24, 11a.m. & 2 p.m.; Dec. 21-22, 4 p.m. Continues 
through Dec. 8, $18-$28. Fort Mason, Southside 
Theater, Marina, San Francisco, www.fortmason.org. 

Natasha Miller's Annual Holiday Concert: Mon., Dec. 
23, 8 p.m., $16-$20. Yoshi's San Francisco, 1330 
Fillmore, San Francisco, 655-5600, www.yoshis.com. 

Not So Silent Night 2013: w/ Kings of Leon, Vampire 
Weekend, Queens of the Stone Age, AFI, Arctic 
Monkeys, Capital Cities Fri., Dec. 6, 5:30 p.m., 
$37.50-$85.90 advance, www.livel05.com. Oracle 
Arena, 7000 Coliseum, Oakland, 510-569-2121, 
www.coliseum.com. 

Not So Silent Night 2013: w/ Arcade Fire, Phoenix, 
Alt-J, Lorde, Bastille, The Neighbourhood Sat., Dec. 
7, 6 p.m., $37.50-$85.90 advance, www.livel05. 
com. Oracle Arena, 7000 Coliseum, Oakland, 510- 
569-2121, www.coliseum.com. 

Nutcracker Under the Dome: 3D multimedia light 
show that runs every half-hour from 5 p.m. to 
close and features filmed footage of the S.F. Ballet's 
Nutcracker performances. Thu., Nov. 21,5 p.m., free. 
Westfield San Francisco Centre Food Emporium, 865 
Market, San Francisco, 512-6776, www.westfield. 
com/sanfrancisco. 

Oakland East Bay Symphony: Let Us Break Bread 
Together - A Holiday Celebration: w/ Oakland 
Symphony Chorus, Mt. Eden High School Choir, 
Kugelplex, Oakland Interfaith Gospel Choir, Linda 
Tillery & the Cultural Heritage Choir, more. Sun., 
Dec. 15, 4 p.m., $15-$50. Paramount Theatre, 


Space-Metal Heaviness 


MONSTER MAGNET 


2025 Broadway, Oakland, 510-465-6400, www. 
paramounttheatre.com. 

Oakland Interfaith Gospel Choir: 28th Annual 
Holiday Concert: w/ guests Tuck & Patti, Imani 
Ya Watume Dancers, Half N Half, more Sat., Dec. 7, 
7:30 p.m., $12-$42, oigc.org. Paramount Theatre, 
2025 Broadway, Oakland, 510-465-6400, www. 
paramounttheatre.com. 

Oakland Interfaith Gospel Choir Ensemble: Tue., 
Dec. 24, 7 & 9:30 p.m., $15. Slim's, 333 Tith St., San 
Francisco, 255-0333, www.slimspresents.com. 

Philharmonia Baroque Orchestra: Handel's Messiah: 
Sat., Dec. 14, 8 p.m., $30+, philharmonia.org. UC 
Berkeley, Zellerbach Hall, 2430 Bancroft, Berkeley, 
510-642-9988, www.calperfs.berkeley.edu. 

Piedmont East Bay Children’s Choir: Candlelight Con- 
cert: Sun., Dec. 15, 3 p.m., $14-$17, piedmontchoirs. 
org. Old First Presbyterian Church, 1751 Sacramento, 
San Francisco, 776-5552, www.oldfirst.org. 

Pier 39 Tree Lighting Celebration: Two afternoons of 
music and live entertainment, culminating with the 
nightly illumination of the holiday tree. Nov. 23-24, 
12-6:30 p.m., free. Pier 39, Beach, San Francisco, 
705-5500, www.pier39.com. 

Preservation Hall Jazz Band: A Creole Christmas: 
Sun., Dec. 15, 8 p.m., $15-$75. Davies Symphony 
Hall, 201 Van Ness, San Francisco, 864-6000, www. 
sfsymphony.org. 

Ragazzi Boys Chorus: A Cheerful Noise: Sun., Dec. 8, 
4 p.m., $14-S17, ragazzi.org. Old First Presbyterian 
Church, 1751 Sacramento, San Francisco, 776-5552, 
www.oldfirst.org. 

Ragazzi Continuo: Mary Had a Baby - A Christmas 
Celebration: Sun., Dec. 22, 2:30 p.m., $18-$20, 
ragazzicontinuo.org. Trinity Episcopal Church, 
1668 Bush, San Francisco, 775-1117, sftrinityepis- 
copalchurch.wordpress.com. 

Ray Charles Project Christmas Show: Sun., Dec. 1, 7 
p.m., $19. Yoshi's San Francisco, 1330 Fillmore, San 


Jeremy Saffer 


With Royal Thunder. 8 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 26, at 

the Independent. $25; theindependentsf.com 

Along with legendary down-tuned desert rockers Kyuss, New Jersey space- 
metal outfit Monster Magnet helped codify the stoner-rock template with 
the monolithic, acid-damaged riffs heard on the band’s 1992 debut Spine of 
God and the even more lysergic follow-up EP Tab. Led by visionary singer/ 
guitarist Dave Wyndorf, the band continued to refine its Hawk- 
wind-meets-Cactus attack for major-label albums Superjudge and Dopes to 
Infinity, eventually dialing down the psychedelic element on the 1998 com- 
mercial breakthrough Powertrip. Monster Magnet struggled for much of 
the ’00s as Wyndorf battled prescription-drug addiction and a string of 
lackluster efforts, but returned with a vengeance on its comeback album, 
Mastermind, three years ago. Wyndorf and the band continue to mine a 
more psychedelic vein of hard rock on its latest Napalm Records salvo, The 
Last Patrol. Monster Magnet delivers its trademark swirling heaviness this 
Tuesday at the Independent, along with Zeppelinesque support act Royal 
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Francisco, 655-5600, www.yoshis.com. 

Reindeer Rendezvous: Special holiday presentations 
with live caribou. Dec. 1-31, noon. California Academy 
of Sciences, 55 Music Concourse, San Francisco, 
379-8000, www.calacademy.org. 

Rifffrax Live: Santa Claus Conquers the Martians: Mike 
Nelson, Kevin Murphy, and Bill Corbett revisit an old 
MST3K clunker (originally riffed by Joel Hodgson) 
with all-new commentary for updated Yuletide yuks. 
Thu., Dec. 5, 8 p.m., $10.50-$12.50, fathomevents. 
com. Century San Francisco Centre 9 and XD, 845 
Market St., San Francisco, 538-8422, www.cinemark. 
com/theatre-detail.aspx?node_id=1672. 

Ritz-Carlton Holiday Tree Lighting Ceremony: 
Wed., Dec. 4, 5:30 p.m., free. Ritz-Carlton Hotel, 
600 Stockton, San Francisco, 296-7465, www. 
ritzcarlton.com/en/Properties/SanFrancisco/ 
Dining/TheLobbyLounge/Default.htm. 

Root Division: The Misfit Toy Factory Ill: Live art- 
making event with over 35 artists creating holiday 
gifts, sculptures, and toys to purchase on the spot. 
Sat., Dec. 14, 6 p.m. Root Division, 3175 17th St., 
San Francisco, 863-7668, www.rootdivision.org. 

Run Wild San Francisco: The Santa Hat Run: Cos- 
tumed 5k run/walk in support of the San Francisco 
Firefighters’ Toy Program. Sun., Dec. 1, 9 a.m., 
$15-$45, runwildsanfrancisco.com. Crissy Field, 
Marshall, San Francisco, 561-3000, www.parks- 
conservancy.org/visit/park-sites/crissy-field.html. 

San Francisco Bach Choir: In Dulci Jubilo! A Candle- 
light Christmas: Sat., Dec. 7, 8 p.m.; Sun., Dec. 8, 
4p.m., free-$35, sfbach.org. Calvary Presbyterian 
Church, 2515 Fillmore, San Francisco, 346-3832, 
www.calvarypresbyterian.org. 

San Francisco Choral Society: Annual Festival of 
Carols and Audience Sing-Along: Sun., Dec. 15, 4 
p.m., $12-$15, sfchoral.org. First Unitarian Univer- 
salist Society of San Francisco, 1187 Franklin, San 
Francisco, 292-4892, www.uusf.org. 

San Francisco Gay Men’s Chorus: Shine: Holiday 
show with guest singers Marina Harris and Matt 
Alber Fri., Dec. 6, 8 p.m., $25-$75, sfgmc.org. War 
Memorial Opera House, 301 Van Ness, San Francisco, 
864-3330, www.sfwmpac.org. 

San Francisco Gay Men’s Chorus: Shine: Holiday 
show with guest singers Marina Harris and Matt 
Alber Tue., Dec. 24, 5, 7 & 9 p.m., $25-$35, sfgmc. 
org. The Castro Theatre, 429 Castro, San Francisco, 
621-6120, www.castrotheatre.com. 

San Francisco Girls Chorus: Noel, Noel: Fri., Dec. 
6, 8 p.m., $26-$36. First Congregational Church - 
Berkeley, 2345 Channing, Berkeley, 510-848-3696, 
www.fccb.org. 

San Francisco Girls Chorus: Hark, the Herald Angels 
Swing!: w/ The Marcus Shelby Quintet. Sun., Dec. 22, 
8 p.m., $30-$65, sfgirlschorus.org. Davies Symphony 
Hall, 201 Van Ness, San Francisco, 864-6000, www. 
sfsymphony.org. 

San Francisco Renaissance Voices: A Festival of 
Lessons & Carols: Sat., Dec. 21, 7:30 p.m., free, 
sfrvoices.org. Seventh Avenue Presbyterian Church, 
1329 Seventh Ave., San Francisco, 664-2543, www. 
seventhavenuechurch.org. 

San Francisco SPCA’s 27th Annual Holiday Windows 
at Macy’s: See adorable, adoptable puppies and 
kittens romp in holiday settings to add alittle extra 
squee to your season. Fri., Nov. 22, free, sfspca.org. 
Macy's Union Square, 170 O'Farrell, San Francisco, 
397-3333, WwWw.macys.com. 

The Brian Setzer Orchestra: Christmas Rocks: Tue., 
Dec. 24, 8 p.m., $49.50-$69.50. Warfield Theatre, 
982 Market, San Francisco, 345-0900, www. 
thewarfieldtheatre.com. 

Seventh Annual Holiday Circle of Lights: A “magical 
storyland” of illuminated holiday scenes. Dec. 
1-Jan. 1, 5-9 p.m., free. Mountain View Cemetery, 
5000 Piedmont Ave., Oakland, 510-658-2588, www. 
mountainviewcemetery.org. 

S.F. Ballet: Nutcracker: The SFB has been performing 
its unique San Francisco-set version of this holiday 
dance standard for almost 70 years. Dec. 11-15; 
Dec. 17-24; Dec. 26-29, $25-$280, sfballet.org. War 
Memorial Opera House, 301 Van Ness, San Francisco, 
864-3330, www.sfwmpac.org. 

S.F. Symphony: Deck the Hall: Children’s holiday 
concert and party. Sun., Dec. 8, 11 a.m. & 3 p.m., 
$38-$55. Davies Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, 
San Francisco, 864-6000, www.sfsymphony.org. 

S.F. Symphony: Colors of Christmas: w/ Peabo 
Bryson, CeCe Winans, Melissa Manchester, and 
Ruben Studdard Dec. 16-18, 8 p.m., $15-$93. Davies 
Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, San Francisco, 864- 
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6000, www.sfsymphony.org. 

S.F. Symphony: Handel's Messiah: Dec. 19-21, 8 p.m., 
$15-$156. Davies Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, San 
Francisco, 864-6000, www.sfsymphony.org. 

S.F. Symphony: All Is Bright: Christmas matinee. 
Dec. 20-21, 2 p.m., $15-$75. Davies Symphony 
Hall, 201 Van Ness, San Francisco, 864-6000, www. 
sfsymphony.org. 

S.F. Symphony: ‘Twas the Night: Carols and sing- 
alongs with the S.F. Symphony Chorus and brass 
section. Sun., Dec. 22, 4 p.m.; Mon., Dec. 23, 8 p.m.; 
Tue., Dec. 24, 11 a.m., $15-$75. Davies Symphony 
Hall, 201 Van Ness, San Francisco, 864-6000, www. 
sfsymphony.org. 

S.F. Symphony Youth Orchestra: Prokofiev's Peter 
and the Wolf: With guest narrator John Lithgow. 
Sat., Dec. 14, 1& 4 p.m., $27-$57. Davies Symphony 
Hall, 201 Van Ness, San Francisco, 864-6000, www. 
sfsymphony.org. 

SFGC Alumnae Chorus: Make a Joyful Noise!: 
Fri., Dec. 13, 8 p.m., $14-$17, sfgirlschorus.org/ 
alumnaechorus. Old First Presbyterian Church, 
1751 Sacramento, San Francisco, 776-5552, www. 
oldfirst.org. 

SFMade's Third Annual Holiday Gift Fair: 100 vendors 
sell gift items made right here within the 7x7 city 
limits. Dec. 7-8, 10 a.m.-5 p.m., free, sfmade.org. 
Fort Mason, 38 Fort Mason, San Francisco, 345-7500, 
www.fortmason.org. 

Sing You a Merry Christmas: Sing-along for children 
and families. Sat., Dec. 14, 11.a.m.; Sat., Dec. 21, 11 
a.m., $5-$25. Grace Cathedral, 1100 California, San 
Francisco, 749-6300, www.gracecathedral.org. 

Sixth Annual Holiday Remembrance Tree Lighting: 
Sun., Dec. 1, 3-5 p.m., free. Mountain View Cemetery, 
5000 Piedmont Ave., Oakland, 510-658-2588, www. 
mountainviewcemetery.org. 

Sixth Annual Stompy Jones Sleigh Ride: Fri., Dec. 
20, 8 p.m., $15, oldtimey.net/xmas.htm. Verdi Club, 
2424 Mariposa, San Francisco, 861-5048, www. 
verdiclub.net. 

Smuin Ballet: XXmas - The Christmas Ballet: Fea- 
turing new choreography by Amy Seiwert, Robert 
Dekkers, and more. Dec. 18-20, 8 p.m.; Sat., Dec. 
21,2 & 8 p.m.; Sun., Dec. 22, 2 & 7 p.m.; Tue., Dec. 
24, 2p.m.; Thu., Dec. 26, 2 & 8 p.m.; Fri., Dec. 27, 8 
p.m.; Sat., Dec. 28, 2 & 8 p.m., $24-$64, smuinballet. 
org. Yerba Buena Center for the Arts, 701 Mission, 
San Francisco, 978-2787, www.ybca.org. 

Snowflakes on Market Street Lighting Ceremony: 
Tue., Nov. 26, 6:30 p.m., free. Hallidie Plaza, Market, 
San Francisco, N/A. 

Sweet Soul Christmas with Greg Adams & East 
Bay Soul: Thu., Dec. 19, 8 p.m., $25. Yoshi’s San 
Francisco, 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco, 655-5600, 
www.yoshis.com. 

Symphony Pops: A Very Merry Holiday Pops: Sun., 
Dec. 15, 3 p.m., $32-$75. Wells Fargo Center for the 
Arts, 50 Mark W. Springs Rd, Santa Rosa, 707-546- 
3600, www.wellsfargocenterarts.org. 

Third Annual MC Lars Annual Ugly Sweater Party: 
w/ C.U.P.C.A.K.E., The Wilde, Peck the Town Crier. 
Sat., Dec. 21, 9 p.m., $13. Uptown Nightclub, 1928 
Telegraph, Oakland, 510-451-8100, www.uptown- 
nightclub.com. 

Union Street Fantasy of Lights: Sat., Dec. 7, 3-7 
p.m., free, sresproductions.com. Union Street, 
between Van Ness & Steiner, San Francisco, www. 
unionstreetsf.com. 

The Vandals’ 18th Annual Christmas Formal with 
Emily's Army, The Blast: Sat., Dec. 21, 9 p.m., $18. 
Slim's, 333 11th St., San Francisco, 255-0333, www. 
slimspresents.com. 

VOENA: Voices of the Season: Wed., Dec. 18, 7 p.m., 
$14-$21. Yoshi's San Francisco, 1330 Fillmore, San 
Francisco, 655-5600, www.yoshis.com. 

Windham Hill Winter Solstice Concert: w/ Barbara 
Higbie, Liz Story, Lisa Lynne, George Tortorelli, and 
Aryeh Frankfurter. Sun., Dec. 22, 4 p.m., $25-$60. 
SFJAZZ Center, 205 Franklin St., San Francisco, 
866-920-5299, www.sfjazz.org. 

Winter Holiday Bazaar: Student arts and crafts sale 
benefitting Sharon Art Studio. Sun., Dec. 8, 11 a.m.-5 
p.m., free. Golden Gate Park, Sharon Art Studio, 300 
Bowling Green Drive, San Francisco, 753-7004, www. 
sharonartstudio.org. 

Xmas with the Bogues: Sat., Dec. 21,9 p.m. The Lucky 
Horseshoe, 453 Cortland, San Francisco. 

Yo Gabba Gabba Live: A Very Awesome Holiday 
Show: Sun., Dec. 1, 2 & 5 p.m., $36-$48.50. Para- 
mount Theatre, 2025 Broadway, Oakland, 510-465- 
6400, www.paramounttheatre.com. 
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SAVAGE LOVE} BASICS, BITCHES 


By Dan Savage 


I'ma heterosexual guy in my early 20s. I’ve been dating 
my girlfriend for about six months, and we've been 
having some fights recently. The problem: I have a high 
sex drive in comparison to hers. I want to be intimate 
ona weekly basis (at least!), and she’s told me that 
she’s more of a once-every-three-weeks-or-so person. 
I'm trying not to put pressure on her. I don’t want her to 
feel uncomfortable — she’s a virgin (no penetration), 
and the thought of the pain of that first time scares her 
abit. That said, physical intimacy with her — develop- 
ing that bond, even without intercourse — is import- 
ant to me and a key part of what I believe is a healthy 
relationship. I do my best to be understanding, but Im 
not sure how to bridge this gap. 

Love Is Building Intimacy During Outset 


While it’s great that you're understanding of your 
girlfriend’s sensitivities, LIBIDO, and while it’s 
commendable that you view nonpenetrative sex as 
fulfilling, you're running the risk of “understand- 
ing” her into a relationship that makes you both 
unhappy. Because someone who wants sex multi- 
ple times per week will eventually be made misera- 
ble by someone who wants sex far less than once a 
month (which is what the “or so” at the end of 
“once-every-three-weeks-or-so” means), and vice 
versa — being with you will make your girlfriend 
miserable in the long run, too. 

I get e-mails daily from miserable people on 
both side of this divide, LIBIDO. The highs are 
miserable because years of sexual rejection have 
shredded their sexual self-esteem, or they feel 
like monsters after years of being “indulged” 
with going-through-the-motions sex by barely 
willing and clearly miserable partners. The lows 
are miserable because going through the mo- 
tions makes them miserable or they’re sick of 
constantly being pestered for sex and made to 
feel inadequate or broken when they pass. 

You're young and straight, LIBIDO, and the 
culture tells the young and the straight that 
they must be monogamous (because sex is so 
important) and that they shouldn't take sexual 
compatibility into consideration when picking a 
partner (because sex is so unimportant). Other 
shit matters, too, of course — stuff like emo- 
tional compatibility, similar life goals, being on 
the same page about kids, etc. But basic sexual 
compatibility matters, too, and its absence will 
eventually undermine everything else. 

By which I mean to say, LIBIDO: You've 
been dating this girl long enough to know 
that you're not a match — you're not sexually 
compatible — and that’s reason enough to end 
this relationship. 


Last month at a house party, my boyfriend acciden- 
tally burned my chin, neck, and cleavage during a clum- 
sily executed volcano shot. Some doctor appointments, 
burn creams, bandages, and scabbing later, I’m healing 
nicely. My problem is, before the accident, we were hav- 
ing sex only every week or so. But now he stares sadly 
at my neck wound (which still has a red line going down 
it) every time he looks at me. It’s very hard to feel sexy 
when you're constantly looked at with pity, regret, and 
concern, and the stress of being sexually frustrated is 
fueling other stresses. Ijust want a way out of this sad 
circle we've found ourselves in. 

Burned 


Your boyfriend can't stare at a neck wound he can’t 
see. So until you've fully recovered, B, turn off the 
lights or blindfold him or lace him into a leather 
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hood — or all three — and have sex the way the 
good lord intended us to, i.e., in the dark with our 
pitiful/regretful/hooded boyfriends. And no more 
flaming/stunt drinks, ferfucksake! 


My boyfriend and I are in our mid/early 20s. We have 
been dating for a little over 10 months. We have a 
strong emotional bond and are always communicative 
and honest with anything and everything. We have an 
amazing and adventurous sex life, and we have been 
fantasizing about cuckolding for about two months. 
We are both extremely turned on by the idea, but I have 
reservations about doing this in such a young relation- 
ship. Unlike married couples who have years to lay an 
emotional foundation, my boyfriend and I have less to 
fall back on. am excited by the idea of this, but Iam 
scared I will end up feeling used. Iam also afraid he will 
not be able to handle the reality of the humiliation. It 
turns him on to talk about it, but he has never done 
this. What happens if we are emotionally wrecked af- 
terward? I love him and do not want to lose him, but 
this is something that excites both of us. What should 
we do? 

Young And Restless Duo 


Cuckolding realities are a lot more challenging than 
cuckolding fantasies — emotionally and logisti- 
cally. But relationship longevity doesn’t guarantee 
cuckolding success. Good communication, mutual 
desire (so fucking important with this fantasy!), 
and a commitment to take things slowly-border- 
ing-on-glacially are far better predictors of success. 
And if you take it slow, you'll have more of that ex- 
perience/trust/security stuff to fall back on if and 
when you find the right bull/stud/lover. 


I'ma 24-year-old lesbian, and I have been with my girl- 
friend for almost three years. We have both been GGG 
about things to do with each other in the bedroom, and 
I’m generally happy with our sex life. Since Iam e-mail- 
ing you, though, there is a “but.” She is bi and has al- 
ways wanted to have a threesome with a guy and 
another girl. Iamall for that in theory, but Ihave a 
hard time emotionally. I have anxiety. I'm in therapy 
and on medication, and even stillit’s really difficult for 
me to wrap my head around sex with new people. I 
would spend the entire time silently freaking out. Iam 
not sure how I feel about her getting fucked by someone 
else, evenif she's fucking me at the same time. I really 
want to do this for her, but I don't want it to go poorly 
because of my issues. Do you have any advice for navi- 
gating something like this that your partner really 
wants but you don’t? For how to get game not just in 
letter but in spirit? 

Having Anxiety Raises Difficulties 


I'm going to give you the same answer I gave 
YARD: Talk about it, fantasize about it, be open to 
it, but take it glacially. Guys who are interested in 
sexing two women aren't that difficult to find, 
HARD, so trust that the right guy — one who 
makes you comfortable, one who is unthreatening 
—will come into your lives at some point. If you're 
worried about how you might react to watching 
your girlfriend have sex with that special someone 
else, she shouldn't have intercourse with that spe- 
cial someone else the first time you get together. 
Make out, roll around, engage in a little mutual 
masturbation. If that feels good — if it doesn’t 
make you anxious or freak you out — make a plan 
to get together again. 


This week on the Savage Lovecast, hear the 
tale of the lesbian roller-derby sleepover: savage- 
lovecast.com 


E-mail Dan Savage: mail@savagelove.net 
@fakedansavage on Twitter 
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Management 
Tables, Showers 
& Private Rooms: 
Asian Massage 
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STARLIGHT SPA 


ou'll enjoy our private rooms ~ 
and stress-free environment! , 
HOT TUB BATHS 
MEDIBEADS THERAPY 
WRAPS 

HOT TOWELS 
CHROMO THERAPY 

30 SOUND fa 
So, come and unwind! 
Pamper yourself! 


450B JONES ST (CROSS ST. O'FARRELL ST) 
10AM TO LATE NIGHT ¢ 415-817-1293 





Qk: 





in 
ic 
— 
— 
Im 
Be] 


ie 

ID 

= 
STOCKTON i 


FREE DRY SAUNA W/BODY MASSAGE 


BLUE SKY HEALTH CENTER 


7 DAYS 


) (415)345-9793 
2558 GEARY BLVD 


BETWEEN LYON & PRESIDIO AVE 
SE, CA 94115 





r . YN J) [ \ \ N } 
| A XN ) Jf 


r-Quality Asian Aiessage 
fess Free Body Scrub & Shampoo 


Bam Private Garage Parking 











Got Kink? Let's Play! 

fantasymakers.com 
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RECEIVE & BE NURTURED 

Sweet Accommodating Busty 
Curvy Playmate | Enjoy Catering 
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Tired of Ldap Retail This 
Holiday Seas 

Publicly Traded. Ci has 
Immediate Openings 

We Train You. Training Bonus 
Offered 

$17 hr/avg Starting AND UP 
Call Today, Start Tomorrow 

San Fran 415-645-6479 

San Bruno 650-238-5404 





BLUE SHIELD OF CALIFORNIA IT - 
Technology Consultant, San 
Francisco, California 

Interface w/IT & Business partners 
to understand & influence rqmts 
& technical solutions & suppt of 
technical solutns built by vendors 
& BSC resources. Must've a 
Bachelor's deg (or its frgn equiv) 
in Comp Sci/Engring or rel fld & 
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integratn & deployment of enter- 
prise applicatns. Must've 3yrs of 
exp operating, enhancing &/or 
supprtg packaged Health Plan 
core bus administrative systems 
(i.e. Facets, DIAMOND, MetaVance) 
& w/ Oracle/SQL. Must've 2 yrs 
exp w/at least 3 of the following: 
NET, Java/J2EE, XML, XSL, MQ, & 
JDBC. Must also have 2yrs exp w/ 
iterative dvlpomt life cycle meth- 
odologies & applicatn of those 
principles, especially Agile devel- 
opment practices. Please mail 
your resume to Steve Meinhofer, 
Blue Shield of California, 





50 Beale Street, San Francisco, CA 
941105; Reference IT Technology 
Consultant. 


HOTEL SECURITY JOBS 
Up to $18/ hr. Six day 
training and FREE job place- 


ment assistance. 

Many positions available. 
CSI Security -- North 
(415) 391-3596 








AIRLINE CAREERS begin here - 

Get trained as FAA certified Avia- 
tion Technician. Housing and Fi- 
nancial aid for qualified students. 
Job placement assistance. Call 
Aviation Institute of Maintenance 
877-492-5059 (AAN CAN) 





PREGNANT? CONSIDERING 
ADOPTION? Call us first. Living 


expenses, housing, medical, and 


continued support afterwards. 
Choose adoptive family of your 
choice. Call 24/7. 

877-362-2401 (AAN CAN) 





VIAGRA 100MG, 40 pills+/4 free, aap 
only $99.00. Save Big Now, Dis- 
creet shipping. Call 


1-800-374-2619 Today! (AAN CAN) 


Z 
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Helo Wanted! make extra money 
in our free ever popular home- 
mailer program, includes valuable 
guidebook! Start immediately! 
Genuine! 1-888-292-1120 
www.easy-work-fromhome.com 
(AAN CAN) 


ROCKER REHEARSAL 
REHEARSAL SPACE 
32 NEW STUDIOS. 24 HOUR 
LOCKOUT. SAFE. AFFORDABLE. 
ON SITE SECURITY 
415-518-3357 
ROCKERREHEARSAL.COM 





REAL ESTATE FOR SALE 
SHASTA COUNTY 
1 Acre, trees, view, dirt rd. 
$1900 Down, $398.4/mo 
($35,900 cash price). Also 2 
acres, unpaved rd, owner 
(owc) 530-605-8857/ 
707-465-0222 


ESCORTS 








Paid in Advance!! Make up to 
$1000 a week mailing bro- 
chures from home! Helping 
home workers since 2001! 
Genuine opportunity! No expe- 
rience required. Start immedi- 
ately! 
www.process-brochures.com 
(AAN CAN) 








CASH FOR CARS: Any Car/Truck. 
Running or Not! Top Dollar Paid. 
We Come to You! Call for Instant 
Offer. 1-888-420-3808 
www.cash4car.com (AAN CAN) 





HAULING 24/7 
Remove carpet, appliances, 
sofas, concrete. Lg. Truck 
BILL 415-441-1054 


PREGNANT? THINKING OF 
ADOPTION? Talk with caring 


agency specializing in matching 


Birthmothers with Families 
Nationwide. LIVING EXPENSES 
PAID. Call 24/7 Abby's One True 
Gift Adoptions. 866-413-6293. 
Void in Illinois/New Mexico/ 
Indiana (AAN CAN) 


YOUR AD 


HERE 





415-536-8155 
OR VISIT 


WWW.SF 
FOR 





ALL AREAS - ROOMMATES.COM. 
Browse hundreds of online list- 
ings with photos and maps. Find 
your roommate with a click of the 
mouse! Visit: 
http://www.Roommates.com. 
(AAN CAN) 


415-861-7399 
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$10 


1-800-TALK-TO-ME ¢ 
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San Francisco Eviction Defense 


22 Battery St., Ste. 610, 
San Francisco, CA 94111 
Tel: (415) 318-5709 


www.SF fenant.com 


WE ADVISE TENANTS OF THEIR RIGHTS, 


We are now recruiting for a new research study in 
San Francisco for the treatment of Cocaine Abuse 


Individuals age 18-60 needed to participate in unique 
study for the treatment of cocaine abuse. 


FIGHT EVICTION AND RECOVER DAMAGES 


FOR LACK OF REPAIRS AND HEAT, 
HARASSMENT, PRESSURE TO MOVE, ILLEGAL 


Participants receive all study treatment at no cost 


Participants will be financially compensated 
for their time 


UNITS, OMIS AND OTHER WRONGFUL ACTS 


BY LANDLORDS. FREE CONSULTATION. 
MARK@SFTENANT.COM 


SFWEEKLY.COM 





For more information please call: 
(415) 928-7800 
ELLA (ExT. 305) OR GERRY (Ext. 214) 
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ALL HAIR TYPES & TEXTURES WELCOME 


HAIR BRAIDING 
WEAVES 
DREADLOCKS 
NATURAL HAIR 
HAIR EXTENSIONS 


@ SF BAY AREA/AFRICAN 
HAIR BRAIDING 


256 TAYLOR STREET SF 
AT TAYLOR & ELLIS STREET ) 
7 DAYS A WEEK 


BANKRUPTCY ATTORNEY 
Call Dean L. Woerner 
415-550-8799 
www.sanfranbk.com 





HOTEL SECURITY JOBS 
Up to $18/ hr. Six day training and FREE 


job placement assistance. Many positions 


available. 
CSI Security - North 
(415) 391-3596 





Got Kink? Let’s Play! 
www.fantasymakers.com 
All Fetishes, No Sex.(510) 234-7887 





WARHOL-FAIREY- 
LICHTENSTEIN 

Buying & Selling 
Contemporary/Street art 
zyart@pacbell.net 310-259-8188 


TR 
NP 
e 


ore ailils Miele ti mereyiiliil iia 
one patient at a time. 


2366 San Pablo Avenue 
Berkeley, CA 94702 
510-540-6013 
WT TAYVAY YM aah’ae) ole Mexel an 


Hicensed|Medical|Doctorsfare}Rroviding) 


SGITOVETES New/Patients | 
239) 249) 

SAS aL 
ifromyANY4Doctor, i 


~~ 
e #1 MostiTrusted Evaluation Center ay 
¢ All Patients Seen by Ca’ Lic) Doctor, IN'/PERSON 
e HIGH QUALITY PHOTO ID!\Cards | a Same root of = 


°)\Walk-Ins)\Welcome =. 4 . 
7 {eee Mon-Sat 


WE MATCH ALL 
= LOCAL COMP PRICES — 


fee 1iam-7pm 
. Limited Time Offer. 
Valid with presentation of coupon. 
_ 


'415:796:22549) ee 


www.PriceLessEvaluations.com 





EXPIRES 11/30/13 
Must Grieg Ad + ) per 


. wi 


Oakland 
2635 Tegra Ave. #100 
Mon - Sat) |Can -—6pn 
510-832-5000 
Ck arivier juaeCeriier com 


420 EVALUATION CENTERS 
200° @¢* 
i 
ares : ’ Vallejo 


WE’VE GOT THE BAY AREA COVERED! 
Competitor's 
Price. 
185K. 4th St., Seite 9068 oF ox: Tennessee St. 
Yabo 20d com 


5.420 com 


LAB TESTED, PATIENT TRUSTED MEDICINE 


843 HOWARD ST. 
SF, CA 94103 


iST TIME PATIENTS 
RECEIVE A PRE-ROLLED 
(415) 541-9590 
greendoorsf!.com 


The Gree Door Collective is hopneeo and ragulaied by ine Sen Francisco Depariment of Haak) and Wee Sie of 
Catteni Onl) peters with curent werfiatie Goctoe peectiptine ard a valid CA ID will fe acm ition 


KOKO TAIMVAVNID) LAY (ClO 


San Francisco Eviction Defense 


22 Battery St., Ste. 610, San Francisco, CA 94111 ¢ Tel: (415) 318-5709 
www.SF Tenant.com 


WE ADVISE TENANTS OF THEIR RIGHTS, FIGHT EVICTION 
AND RECOVER DAMAGES FOR LACK OF REPAIRS AND HEAT, 
HARASSMENT, PRESSURE TO MOVE, ILLEGAL UNITS, OMIS AND 
OTHER WRONGFUL ACTS BY LANDLORDS. FREE CONSULTATION. 


MARK@SFTENANT.COM 





Compassionate 


Wellness Counseling 
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¢ Real Doctors - Real Care 
° Professional & Affordable 
¢ Totally Confidential 

° Quality ID Cards 

¢ 24/7 Sate Verification 


WE MATCH AN 


Led by 
Kotor. Nig 2 tea 


Hanya Barth, M.D. 
>» wWww.GREEN215.com 
s* 1 (877) PROP-215 
G 1 (877) 776-7215 


Oakland | San Francisco | San Jose 
(1200 Howard St @ 8th St) 


TATTOO & PIERCING 


Clean and Sterile * All Styles & Custom Tattoos 
Huge Body Jewelry Selection * Open 7 Days a Week 
Sun-Th: Noon-Midnight *** Fri-Sat: Noon-2am 


ROCKER REHEARSAL 
REHEARSAL SPACE 

32 NEW STUDIOS. 24 HOUR LOCKOUT. 
SAFE. AFFORDABLE. 

ON SITE SECURITY 

415-518-3357 
ROCKERREHEARSAL.COM 








HAULING 24/7 
Remove carpet, appliances, 


sofas, concrete. Large Truck 
BILL 415-441-1054 





Shy Bladder Syndrome 
or Pee Shyness 


Paruresis is treatable using effective 
psychotherapy skills. 

John R. Montopoli, LMFT, LPCC 
415-689-4131 ¢ jmontopolitherapy.com 


RESEARCH 
PARTICIPANTS NEEDED 
We are now recruiting for a new research study in San 
Francisco for the treatment of Cocaine Abuse 





Individuals age 18-60 needed to participate in 
unique study for the treatment of cocaine abuse. 


Participants receive all study treatment at no cost 
Participants will be financially compensated 
for their time 
For more information please call: 
“or saa 
/™ (415) 928-7800 /™ 
ELLA (EXT. 305) OR GERRY (EXT. 214) 





